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f utur ® management of 
the National Lottery 
.vW 3 ^ thrown Into doubt 
last night after a High 
Court jury decided that 
an attempt was made to 
bribe Richard Branson 
by a rival bidding to win 
the lottery contract. 
■Andrew Buncombe reports. : 


■ At the end of a three-week li- 
' bet case in the High Court, Guy 
Snowden, head of the Ameri- 
can company GTfech, immedi- 
ately resigned as a director of 
Ounekrt and it was announced 
that there would be a fuil in- 
vestigation into the bribery at- 
tempt and the damaging. fitHrntf 

Many at Westminster beBeve 
, there should be a fundamental 
| overhaul of the way the lottery 

| Mr Snowden, •w^fenoim- 
• pany provides all die compur- 
‘.cr equipment few Canielot, 
jwhicb runs the National Uot- 
jteiy, was in effect found guilty 
vof trying to bribe Mr Branson 
no get him to drop bis bid to run 
la no-profit lottery during a 
Jnow notorious lunch in Sep- 
Ttember 1993 



Guy Snowden: “Distressing 
two-year ordeaP 


Mr Branson, 47. said after 
the hearing that the public's 
faith in the lottery would only 
be restored if a fell investiga- 
tion into the matter was carried 
oul He also called on Peter 
Davis, the head of Oflot, to con- 
sider; Iris position and said it 
would be . “incredible'’ if he did 
not resign. “We came to the 
High Own to ask a jury to ad- 
judicate,* 1 said the clearly de- 
lighted Virgin boss. 

Lastnight as the fallout from 

the case^frreatened to spread. 
Culture Secretary Chris Smith 
said he would personalty be 
monitoring the situation. “It is 
right tharGuy Snowden shpuld 
resign mfcbediatety in the light 
of the jury’s verdict,'’ he said. 

. Sources close to the minis- . 
rer said he was deeply , con- 
cerned •. about what .had 
happened and that he was de- 
mawfing Oflot, the lottery - 
iwatetyefog. carry oat a fall fa' 
quirv. Mr Branson said later in 
a statemoH: “1 believe fee faith 


of the British public can only be 
felly restored bv the appoint- 
ment of a new Director General 
of Oflot, with immediate effect, 
as a first step to restoring the 
credibility of the lottery and, in 
fee meantime, Peter Davis 
should consider his position 
very carefully. 

“During fee course of fee tri- 
al it emerged that Peter Davis, 
who awarded fee lottery to 
GTbch and Camelot. had seri- 
ous reservations about GTech 
from day one, despite fee fact 
that I had been assured by him 
feat they were a fit and proper 
organisation to be involved in 
the UK National Lottery. This 
action has clearly demonstrat- 
. ed that such a notion was non- 
sense from fee start.” 

In a typically ebullient ges- 
ture. he said he would donate . 
his damages of £100,000 to 
“those smaller charities who 
Nfcad kgtimt as a result of fee 

-m . — ■ <r._ — 

lottery?’. 

Mr Davis, who was called as 
a witness and said he could not 
remember Mr Branson ever 
mentioning an allied bribe to 
him, said last night be had 
written to Camelot demanding 
action, including fee “termina- 
tion"of Mr Snowden’s involve- 
ment in the lottery. 

“I have been in contact wife 
the Chairman of Camelot 
Group pic to specify fee areas 
in which 1 consider action nec- 
essary, and to say that 1 expect 
action to be put in hand with- 
in 24 hours,” he said. 

He said be would not be de- 
manding Mr Snowden resign as 
chair man of GTech Corpora- 
tion, or that GTech divest itself 
of its 22-5 per cent sharehold- 
ing in Camelot. He said there 
was nothing to suggest Canielot 
would continue its role of lot- 
tery operator. 

He also denied his own po- 
sition was at risk. “My veraci- 
ty was not questioned in the 
court, Fm going to continue to 
do fee job fear’s given to me by 
the Lottery Acl” 

Mr Branson had sued Mr 
Snowden and GTech after he 
dismissed as false the entre- 
preneur’s claim feat fee Amer- 
ican had tried to bribe him. Mr 
Snowden had countersued over 
fee original allegation, made on 
BBC TV in December 1995. 

Mr Snowden, 52, said he was 
extremely disappointed by the 
result but feat be was consid- 
ering an appeal. He said he had 
resigned from Camelot and 

GTedi TJK but feat he could see 

no reason why Gflfech should 
not continue to be part of 
Camelot, of which it currently 
bolds 22J5 per ceot 

He added: “This has been a 
distressing two-year ordeal and 
a fight against fee word of one 
of Britain’s most popular and 
-well known figures.” 

Last night Camelot insisted 
fee case had no implications for 
fee operation of fee lottery. 

Bribe bombshell, page 5 







Moment of triumph: Richard Branson outside the High Court with his wife, father and sisters after the verdict 
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US and Russia split on Iraq strikes 


Russia warned the West 
against launching air 
strikes in Iraq, and tried 
to broker a diplomatic 
deaL But Britain and 
America shrugged off its 
warnings. Steve Grawshaw 
and Anthony Bevins report. 


Russia yesterday issued its 
starkest warning yet against 
military action in Iraq, saying 
that aintirikes could be “fraught 
wife unpredictable conse- 
quences^ and would cause “big 
civilian casualties”. It was fee 
clearest sign of differences be- 
tween Moscow and the West 
over fee Gulf since 1990, when 
Russia tried but failed to head 
off a war. 

Britain and fee United 
States continued to pDe fee mil- 
itary pressure on Saddam Hus- 
sein. Six Royal Navy Sea 


Harrier jump jets left their 
base at Yeovilton to join fee air- 
craft carrier Illustrious in the 
Mediterranean. 

The Russian Foreign Minis- 
ter, Yevgeny Primakov, said 
that “diplomatic efforts should 
be continued and may bear 
fruit". He warned that fee situ- 
ation was “acquiring a more and 
more menacing character." 

Russia has been keen to find 
fee hint of a concession. A 
spokesman in Moscow said 
that in conversation with Pres- 
ident Boris Yeltsin’s envoy. 
President Hussein declared his 
readiness to allow fee United 
Nations to monitor eight new 
sites and to meet fee chief UN 
arms inspector. Richard Butler. 

The US Defense Secretary. 
William Cohen, insisted, how- 
ever, that the Iraqi proposal was 
“not a solution”, and Britain 
seemed equally cautious. The 
Prime Minister’s spokesman 
was sceptical about President 


Hussein’s offer, saying there 
were many more than eight sites 
that UN monitors required ac- 
cess to. 

Ansvcring an emergency 
question, ihc For- 
eign Secretary .-Robin Cook, 
argued: “Without effective 
[United Nations] monitoring. 
Iraq could produce enough 
anthrax every week to fill two 
missile warheads and could, 
within weeks, be producing a 
large volume of nerve gas.” 

Apparently backing up their 
caution, Iraq later said (hat it 
bad offered no concessions. 
Previous ixmfron rations have 
often shown Iraq to be ready to 
say one thing, then do another, 
in pursuit of brinkmanship. 

Mr Cook told MPs feat fee 
Government was taking the 
lead in fee UN Security Coun- 
cil, with a draft resolution seek- 
ing to ensure that UN monitors 
were given full and unrestricted 
access to suspected weapons 


sites. Mr Cook argued: “If we 
want a diplomatic solution, we 
have to demonstrate feat we are 
prepared to go for military 
force if need be.” 

President Yeltsin spoke on 
the telephone to President B31 
Clinton, as the efforts to seek 
a diplomatic solution continued. 
France has also made it dear 
that it opposes mOitaty action. 
A French spokesman said feat 
President Jacques Chirac was 
sending a “very firm’’ message 
to Saddam Hussein wife a se- 
nior foreign ministry official 
who left for Baghdadyesterday. 

Washington has also met 
resistance from the Arab world. 
The US Secretary of State, 
Madeleine Albright, met fee 
Saudi heir apparent. Crown 
Prince Abdullah, at a desert en- 
campment outside Riyadh, on 
a lour to drum up support for 
possible air strikes. She denied 
suggestions she was getting no 
Arab support during her tour. 


As the signs of imminent 
conflict mounted, Israel went 
tnlo paructnode. Patriot missiles 
were deployed in fee southern 
Negev desert, Israelis were 
issued gas masks, and the 
government asked to buy 
mzUibns of doses of antidotes 
from fee United States. Israel 
was a target of Iraqi Scud 
missfle strikes in fee 1991 Gulf 
War. 

US holds key, page 14 


Death 
Row plea 
as hope 
fades 


Karia Faye Thcker, fee woman 
on d ea th row id Tfcxas who is 
due to be executed today, made 
a last-minute effort to win a re- 
prieve yesterday. But ^ her 
^hflTtfgs seemed to be fadmg. 

In a letter to fee Tfesan Gov- 
ernor, George Bush, she said: ‘T 
am seeking you to commute my 
sentence and allow me to pay so- 
ciety back by helping others. I 
can’t bring back the lives I took. 
But I can, if I am allowed, help 
save lives. That is fee only real 
restitution I can give.” 

flicker, who admits slaying 
two people in Houston in 1983 
with a hammer and pickaxe, 
would be the first woman to be 
executed in Items since the CSv^ 
ii War. Nationally, only one 
woman has been put to death 
since fee Supreme Court lifted 
fee ban on executions ini 976. 

She put in an order for a fi- 
nal meal of a banana, a peach 

and a tossed salad after the Tfaas 
Board of Pardons and Paroles 
voted last night to deny her ap- 
peal for last-minute clemency. 

The board’s vote virtually 
erases any hope Tucker and sup- 
porters around the world, from 
Pope John Paul H to members 
of the European Parliament, 
have of preventing her walk to 
the death chamber in Huntsville 
jail today. She is scheduled to 
be dispatched tty injection soon 
after midnight British time. 

The decision now binds fee 
hands of Texas governor, Mr 
Bush, fee son of fee former pres- 
ident, who can only grant a 30- 
day reprieve. Tucker’s lawyers 
have, however, placed an appeal 
before fee US Supreme Court 
in 'Washington, which last fright 
bad taken no action. 

— David Usbome, HuntsviBe 
Sister of mercy, page 12 
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Frozen rugby pitch becomes explosive issue 


The France-England rugby 
match on Saturday is threat- 
ened by fee state of the con- 
troversial pitch at the brand 
new, £270m showpiece World 
Cup stadium just outside Paris. 

If the game is postponed, it 
would be fee second England 
international in a matter of days 
- following the first cricket 
Tfest in Jamaica - to be called 
off because of pitch problems. 

The turf at fee Stade de 
France - dose to unplayable 
when France played Spain at 
soccer last week — is frozen to 
a depth of five centimetres, with 
further frost on fee way. 

Environmental groups have 
been warning for months that 
fee pitch could be threatened 
by seeping chemical and gases 
from fee heavily polluted for- 
mer gasworks site on which the 
stadium was constructed. Jack- 
ie Bonnemains, of the pressure 
group Robin des Bois (Robin 
Hood), said yesterday feat fee 


.... . _ . . 





Frozen asset: The Stade de France, beset by problems 


threat of gas seepage explained 
why no underground beating 
system was installed. “Accord- 
ing to our information, an dec- 
tricheating system of this kind 
could have reacted. with the gash- 
es and caused m explosion." 

The cold weather may not 
be the only problem. The pitch 
was laid last autumn and has 


been giving concern for weeks. 
Jr is understood feat fee world 
football body Fifa asked for the 
turf to be relaid after last 
week’s inaugural game. 

The French news agency 
AFP reported yesterday feat 
the France-England game was 
■“heavily threatened”. This was 
later rejected as' an “over- 


dramatisation'' by the French 
Rugby Federation and fee con- 
sortium which runs fee stadium. 

The stadium organisers said 
the pitch would be covered by 
a huge blanket and warm air 
would be pumped underneath 
to unfreeze fee turf. The pitch 
would be “perfectly opera- 
tional", not just for Saturday but 
for the England training session 
promised for Thursday. 

Serious questions remained, 
however, over why had the 
pitch not been covered during 
the severe frost at the weekend? 
Why had the state-of-the-art 
stadiumnot been equipped wife 
undersoil heating? 

The game cannot be 
switched to the Parc des Princes, 
its old venue, because 80,000 
ticket have been sold and the 
Parc only bolds 55,000. If fee 
pitch is unplayable, Mr Re- 
nouleaut said, the game would 
be postponed until fee spring. 

— John Uehftekt, fans 


TODAY'S NEWS 

Bone marrow appeal 

A^&npbeB. Toners 

killed both her grandmother and father. Page 


Loyalists’ unholy war 

The Loyalist Volunteer Force, which recently, killed five 
Catholics, warned it would wage M an unholy war agurist 
the nationalist community*’ following a republican threat 
against the family of a loyalist killed by the Ink Page 4 


War poet a lunatic* 

Lawrence of Arabia invented tales of his valour and 
Siegfried Sassoon’s protests about the Western Front 
slaughter were the work of a lunatic, according to first 
World Wfcr files released yesterday. Page 6 
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Cold comfort for all 
on Groundhog Day 


The Seer of Seers, Sage of Sages, Prognosticator of Prognosticators and 
Weather Prophet Extraordinary has spoken: Punxsatawney Phil, the 
American groundhog revered by thousands, popped out of his burrow on 
Gobbler's Knob, saw his own shadow and declared that winter wifi persist 
for another six weeks. 

Yesterday was Groundhog Day, when thousands of Americans make [heir 
annual pilgrimage to the small Pennsylvania town of Punxsatawney to see 
Phil coaxed out of his luxury, electrically-heated hilltop burrow to make 
his prediction. Around 20,000 people were there when, the groundhog 
emerged at 7.20am and his loyal supporters insist, despite strong evidence 
to the contrary, that he is always right. In fact, he predicts another six weeks 
of winter nine times out of 10, and he six out of 10 of these predictions are 
correct. The tradition has been maintained since 1886, and nearly led to 

war between Punxsatawney and the 
State of California in 1933. In that 



year, the good folk of the town pre- 
sented a “Royal Groundhog Couple", 
named Elizabeth and Philip, to the Los 
Angeles Griffith Park Zoo. The Cal- 
ifornia Department of Agriculture, 
however, declared the young ground- 
hogs to be “agricultural pests" and or- 
dered them destroyed Despite a 
national protest, the six-week-old 
baby groundhogs were lined up and 
shot Or, as a Beverly Hills newspa- 
per reported: “Two little groundhogs 
dropped their shadows and picked up 
eternity’s wings." 

All citizens of California, were 
promptly denied membership of the 
Punxsatawney Groundhog Gub and 
there was talk of forming a militia to 
march on California. The bodies of 
Elizabeth and Philip were brought 
home for a dignified burial 

Despite having been a national in- 
PHotograph: Reuters solution for over a century, Punxsa- 
tawney Phil only became a true 
celebrity after the release of Harold 
Ramis's 1993 film Groundhog Day in which Bill Murray played the part of 
a weatherman doomed to repeat the same day in his life over and over ag^m 
Groundhogs apart, there seems to be little excitement in Punxsatawney. 
The town's homepage on the World Wide Web has a list of “Interesting 
Facts About Punxsatawney” of which the most interesting seems to be that 
it is near towns called Panic, Desire and Harmony. Our own newspaper 
database contains just one news story about the town that does not men- 
tion the word “groundhog". Its headline: “Trapped lumberjack cuts off leg 
with penknife." There must be another good story concerning the origin 
of the place name “Gobbler's Knob” but that seems to be lost in antiqui- 
ty. It certainly predates the time of BQl Clinton's presidency. 

— William Houston 
Weather Page, The Eye, page 10 


Bill Cooper, president of the 
Groundhog Club, hears Phil’s 
prediction 


FREE TICKETS TO ‘THE ICE STORM’ 




See The fee Storm for FREE tonight. We 
have secured a number of tickets to ex- 
clusive screenings. To get a pair of tick- 
ets simply ring the number below, and 
once you receive confirmation on the 
telephone arrive at the stated time. 



Cinema 


Seats times 


telephone 


200 

200 

200 


Showcase Bristol 
Showcase Glasgow 
Showcase Leeds 
Showcase Manchester 200 
Showcase Nottingham 200 
Showcase Reading 200 
Showcase Stockton 200 


7.00pm for 7.30pm 
7.00pm for 730pm 
7.00pm for 7.30pm 
7.00pm for 7.30pm 
7.00pm for 730pm 
7.00pm for 7.30pm 
7.00pm for 730pm 


0930 564 981 
0930 564 982 
0930 564 983 
0930 564 990 
0930 564 991 
0930 564 992 
0930 564 993 


Calls cost 50p per minute at all times, lines open at 9am and will dose 
at midday. Normal Newspaper Publishing Pic rules apply. 


7.30 FOR 8 



MONETARY UNION , 

Hostility to single currency falls 


The public’s hostility to British membership of the single currency is at its 
lowest this decade, according to a new poll for Salomon Smith Barney, the J 
investment bank. With 32 per cent saying they would vote, to join if a 
referendum were held tomorrow, and 52 per cent saying they, would vote’ 
against, the balance of minus 19 per cent (after rounding) against 


W ir< 


it 


ra November 1991. 4 . 

Hie doited results show. a sharp swing since November, in favour of . 
joining amongst Labour and Liberal Democrat voters, people at Troth the 
very top and very bottom of the income scale, and amongst 25- to 44-year- - 
olds. Asked about their intentions if the Government was strongly urging ■ 
membership, the proportion saying they would vote no in a referendum 
feD below a half, and the balance opposed dropped to minus 9 per cent. 
“Europe'’ has ranked amongst the top five voter concerns every month for : 
the past year, and is on a par with the more usual priorities such as - 
unemployment and education. - • 

According to the report from the bank, the financial markets regard 
Britain’s entry into the single currency by 2003 to be a near-certainty. 

— Diane Coyte, Economics Editor 
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ANIMAL CRUELTY 


Circus animals starved and beaten 


Nicholas Payne: Leaves Covent Garden at a time of crisis for the homeless company 


Royal Opera director defects to the ENO 


Nicholas Payne, director of the Royal Opera bas de- 
fected to the English. National Opera, where he will 
become general director. The move, predicted 
three weeks ago in 77u? Independent , will be a blow 
to the Royal Opera House, only just recovering from 
a damning report by a House of Commons select com- 
mittee. Indeed, the new ROH chairman. Sir Colin 
Southgate, said when he was appointed last month 
that he would not consider it to be a great start for 
him if Mr Payne left. Mr Payne had previously shown 
his disillusionment at Covent Garden, publicly de- 
scribing remarks by former chairman Lord Chadling- 
ton about the opera company's finances as “bollocks". 

Mr Payne. 53. bas been director of the Royal 
Opera company for five years. He is the first per- 
son to move from Covent Garden to the nearby Lon- 
don Coliseum at such a senior level, formerly ran 
Opera North and at the ENO will be reunited with 
music director Paul Daniel, who worked with him 
at Opera North. Mr Payne will be anxious that the 
inquiry being led by Sir Richard Eyre will rule out 
the option of the English National Opera sharing 
Covent Garden with the Royal Opera, as suggested 
by Chris Smith, Secretary of State for Culture. 

Mr Payne said yesterday: “English National 


Opera is a superb company, playing a unique role in 
the popularising of opera in this country. I am hon- 
oured to be asked to lead the company, in partner- 
ship with Paul DanieL during these challenging times.. 
None the less, it will be a wrench to leave Covent Gar- 
den, where I have been privileged to work with great 
artists and wonderful colleagues. All of them have 
my thanks and best wishes for the journey ahead." 

Mr Daniel added: “Nicholas Payne is a formidable 
champion of opera and has an inspiring reputation 
for adventure mixed with huge experience. I am 
delighted that he and I can resume the creative part- 
nership we enjoyed at Opera North, and I warmly 
welcome him to ENO." 

John Baker, chairman of the ENO board, said: 
“Nicholas Payne’s outstanding career, both as director 
of the Royal Opera and prior to that as general ad- 
ministrator of Opera North, will bring to ENO a high 
level of proven ability. Working together with Paul 
Daniel, he will lead the company forward at a time 
of great change in the arts." 

Mr Payne win take up his appointment in the suro- 


Secret cameras have 
filmed lions, tigers and 
elephants being beaten, 
starved and confined in 
tiny cages at arcuses across 
Britain. The recordings, 
taken at five circuses over 
an 18 month period, reveal 
more than 400 hours of 
abuse against circus ani- 
mals. At the Mary Chip- 
perfield Circus, three 



elephants were kept inside a bam for three months. Tbmbo, a 12-year-old 
African elephant, had a tent pole broken over him and another elephant, 
Opel, was filmed screaming as she was beaten to the ground. Trudy, a baby 
chimpanzee was kicked, hit and beaten across the face with a ri ding crop 
when she would not return to her cage. At the Circus Harlequin, tigers and 
lions were hit with iron bars and jabbed in the mouth until they bled 
The cameras were hidden by the charity Animal Defenders who called 
yesterday for a ban on perforating animals. They want circuses to be brought 
under the Zoo Licensing Act to make it easier to prosecute abusers. 

Jan Creamer, director of Animal Defenders, said: “In more than 20 
years of studying the use of animals and campaigning for animal protec- 
tion, this is the most appalling abuse I have ever seen." j 

Elton John, who is supporting the campaign to ban animals from circuses, 
said; “The animal circus is a relic of a bygone era and has no place as a 
form of modem entertainment" . •. 

— Rosa Prince 


*9 ? • J 


mecJUntii then Mr Daniel will continue.tp.lead.the; . 


company. 


— David Lister, Arts. News Editor 


Sara draws back the Internet curtains for all 
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Fans of the Internet site 
JennyCam, featuring 24-hour live 
pictures from inside an American 
woman's bedroom, can now tune 
into a British version -SaraCam. 

The site, launched yesterday by 
cable station Bravo, will send a new 
picture every three seconds from 
the bedroohi of East London 
actress Sara, who despite opening 
her bedroom to the world is 
unwilling to reveal her surname. 

Viewers of JennyCam say 
watching Jenny sleep, tidy her 


room and chat to her friends can 
be surprisingly addictive. 

Viewers of the Internet station 
Bravo were invited to vote for a 
British Jenny from a short-let of 
three young women. Almost 50 per 
cent decided Sara's boudoir was the 
one they would most like to spy on. 

James Mathesou, spokesman 
for Bravo, denied SaraCam’s 
audience would be dominated by 
dirty old men. “It'll be more like 
a real soap opera," he said. 
“Sara has a great personality and 


she's bound to be throwing loads 
of parties. 

“On the other hand there will 
probably be quite a lot of time 
when all you will be able to see is 
Sara's cat asleep on her bed or Sara 
brushing her hair." 

The camera can be turned off 
or moved away if Sara wants a little 
privacy. And while the self- 
confessed show-off said yesterday 
she is unshockable, it is understood 
no nudity will be involved. 

— Rosa Prince 


TOURIST RATES 




Australia (dollars) 

230 

Japan (yen) 

204.15 

Austria (schillings) 

20.40 

Malta (lira) 

0.63 

Belgium (francs) 

59.92 

Netherlands (guilders) 

. 337 

Canada ($) 

231 

Norway (kroner) 

• IZ.ll 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.85 

Portugal (escudos) 

295.79 

Denmark (kroner) 

11.13 

Spain (pesetas) 

24537 

Finland (markka) 

8.86 

South Africa (rand) 

7.72 

France (francs) 

9.72 

Sweden (kroner) 

0.97 

Germany (marks) 

2.91 

Switzerland (francs) 

236 

Greece (drachmei) 

461.61 

Turkey (lira) 

339,667 

Hong Kong ($) 

QL24 

US($) 

139 

Ireland (punts) 

1.16 

Source; Thomas Cook 

Italy (lira) 

2377 

Row pr Meawt (HofNita ool)r 


r.-'Pl- 


T^'-rset 


by Chris Priestley Z I TS 


by jerry Scott & Jim Borgman 


\i- 














S' 


it 




3/NEWS 



s aide in 

desperate 

plea to save 
cancer girl 


AIastair Campbell, the 
Prime Minister’s press 
secretar y» has made an 
emotional appeal for 
bone marrow donors to 
save the r| fe of nine-year- 

bld Ellie Merritt. 

t-ouise Jury reports on 
the story of the little girl 
who * K suffering from the 
leukaemia that killed 
her grandmother 
and her father, John, 
one of Mr Campbell’s 
closest friends. 

Elbe Merritt is desperately ill 
in London's Great Ormond 
Street HospitaL She just lies 
there, Alastair C amp bell said, 
with her red hair thinning and 
her bright smile waning just as 
her father once lay in ward B3 
at Hammersmith hospital. 

Her life could be saved by a 
bone marrow transplant, but 
her mother, Lindsay Nicholson, 
and her little sister, Hope, are 
not compatible and the rhanr»*$ 
of matching with an unrelated 
donor could be as remote as 
one in 100,000. 

John Merritt, who worked 
for the Daily Minor and the Ob- 
servez died aged 35 in 1992 while 
waiting for a suitable donor. He 
was a highly respected reporter 
whose memorable articles in- 
cluding exposing the barbaric 
conditions of Greek mental pa- 


tients and even an NHS scan- 
dal from his hospital bed 
Driven by that memory, Ms 
Nicholson, 41, has launched a 
cantpaign in Prima, the monthly 


more bone marrow donors. Mr 
Campbell has added his voice to 
those who cannot bear to see 
tragedy strike again. He said the 
only time Mr Merritt ever cried 

ot asked “why me?” was when he 

spoke of bis daughter. 

Mr Campbell appealed to 
people to volunteer to be 

donore, whose tissue type details 

are kept on the database of the 
Anthony Nolan Bone Marrow 
Trust. "It may save Ellie, it may 
save someone else. Either way, 
the memory of a great talent 
merits a response," he said. 

Ms Nicholson said; “Tb have 
lost my husband and for Ellie 
to have lost her father and to 
be plunged into this now is 
unimaginable. For me, the 
overwhelming thought is that 
there is someone out there 
who could have matched John 
and we didn't find them. There 
is someone who could save El- 
lie and we don’t know who they 
are, but we have to try to reach 
that person somehow ... " 

A spokeswoman for the 
Anthony Nolan Bone Marrow 
Trust said it received nearly 
10,000 calls last week after Ms 
Nicholson first spoke out about 
her daughter’s plight. 

To see whether you are a 
suitable donor, contact the trust 
on 0990 111533. 


Family gene that 
can bring tragedy 


One of thetnost frightening as- 
pects of cancer is its unpre- 
dictability. In most cases, if 
strikes out of the blue where 
there is no history and no ap- 
parent cause. But in one in ten 
cases, there is a family link, sug- 
gesting a genetic predisposaton. 

Professor Mel Greaves, of 
the Institute of Cancer Re- 
search, said: “We have two 
famili es under treatment at the 
Royal Marsden hospital with 
leukaemia in three generations. 
If it were in two, it could be co- 
incidence but when it is in 
three that is stretching it. Giv- 
en the genetic predisposition in 
common cancers such as breast 
and colon it would be surpris- 
ing if leukaemia were an ex- 
ception - The difference with 


leukaemia is that we don’t 
knowwhat the gene is.” 

The strength of the genetic 5 
predisposition can be gauged 
from the number of cases with- 
in the broader family. If there 
are many siblings in each gen- 
eration and only one or two are 
affected it is likely to be weak 
requiring an environmental 
trigger to cause (he cancer. 
But some genes are so strong- 
ly predisposing, there is no need 
for an environmental trigger. 

A further clue comes from 
the age at diagnosis. If it is 
younger in each succeeding 
generation, as in the Memtt 
case, it is suggestive of inherit- 
ed predisposition. 

— /enemy Laurance 
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Now paranormal 
becomes the norm 


More men believe in 
the paranormal than in 
God, and two thirds of 

people give credence 
to psychic powers. Kathy 
Marks looks for some 
answers. 


Nigel Briscoe isaumieiug^uw 
articulate man who earns his 
living as a deep sea diver in 
the offshore oil industry. Fif- 
teen years ago, he visited 
Rita Rogers, the medium 
who was later consulted by 
Diana, Princess of Whies. 

“It started out as a bit of 
a joke, but Rita blew xny 
socks off;” he said. “She said 
ibai she didn’t know what my 
job was, but she could see me 

surrounded by water. She 
didn’t know me from Adam, 
but she knew eveiything 
about me.” 


Mr Briscoefound her pre- 
dictions unerringlyaa^^j 

“I saw Rita once after 1 bad 

been on a diring co “ sem , 
mouth,’* be said. Shesaidto 

me- ‘You’ve just met a gin 
called Jeafl/ She »»■ 

50 l Sf i ft t ® g a rowing 
number o f Britoiswho a* 
throwing mcreduhly to the 
winds ami turning to people 
who would once have been 

■ - — Ira-- m^nfl ifYlR. 


cent in alien visitations. 
There are whole rafls <n 



oi nuoioi, u* — * . 

- pre-millennium angst, me 
Amiorms Princess Di- 



fortune tellere. 

The conduaons of the 
survey, conducted for the 
Daily Mail, are startling. Six- 
ty-three per cent of people 
said that they believe m the 
paranormal - phenomena 
£at cannot be explained by 

science. Stay-four ant said 
they believe in pyschic pow- 
ers 38 per cent in gbosre; 34 


nku wJl - - 

ana’s visits to Ms Rogers, pro- 
grammes such as TheX-Fiks. 
Mediums are divided 

about what draws them to the 

profession. “Everyone is 
pysdric; you just have to learn 
how to use your powers, 
said Lucinda June, a ghost- 
banter- “You’re either born 

with the gift, or you’re not. 


Rita Rogers* sister. 

It is easy to scoff, but both 

Ms June and Ms King have 
been called in by police on 
murder investigations. And 
the church need not despair. 
Nigel Briscoe, through his 
experiences with mediums, 
has become a born-again 
Christian. 


Search for 
meaning in 
a weird and 
wonderful 
world 



You could always blame the 
millennium. Belief in the 
paranormal is up and in God 
is down in, according to the 
latest survey. Almost half of 
twentysomethings believe that 

ghosts exist Yet they are con- 
siderably less likely to believe 
in the Almighty . 

Although the figures, in an 

I CM poll of 1,000 people 
each interviewed for two 
hours, published in the Daily 
Mail yesterday, show that the 
public are more likely to- 
believe in preternatural ac- 
tivities, they also reveal a di- 
minishing basis for such 
beliefs. The statistics show 
that those claiming to have 

had direct experience of weird 

phenomena have decreased, 
according to Professor 
Richard Wiseman of the Uni- 
versity of Hertfordshire, one 
of the academic world's lead- 
ing sceptical experts on the 
paranormal. 

It is a historical fact that a 
resurgence of apocalyptic be- 
liefs characterise the turn of 
a century but most particularly 
a mill e nnium. The decline of 
orthodox religion appears 
only to have nurtured this, 
with the blossoming of a New 


Age-ism which places per- 
sonal fulfilment at the heart 
of spirituality. For example, 
celebrating the Celtic Fire 
Festival (pictured) at the be- 
ginning of Spring. . 

You could Maine the me- 
dia. Our television screens 
are afflicted by a rash of 
strange-but-troe programmes 
which, lacking any pretence at 

investigative rigour, present 
the paranormal as entertain- 
ment. 

But a number of factors 
combine here. The scientific 
method may promote ratio- 
nalism but science has created 
miracle technologies which 
seem Kttte short tfmagic-fbr 
example an Internet which al- 
lows musicians in different 
countries to play along to the 
same song. 

The survey’s definition of 

“paranonnaT is so loose that, 
as psychologist Susan Black- 
more of the University of the 
West of England points out, 
it would cover any physical 
phenomena that we don’t yet 
fully understand - like con- 
sciousness. It confuses the 
paranormal with the super- 
natural and lumps God in with 
spoon-bending. Telepathy and 


psychokinesis - if they exist - 
are still phenomena. They 
are facts about the world. By 
contrast a supernatural event, 
like the Resurrection, is some- 
thing whkh transforms human 
experience. A Jesus beamed 
up to heaven would be a bit 
of sci-fi paranormal; a resur- 
rected Christ who transforms 
the life of those who believe 
constitutes a heightening or 
f ulfilm ent of the natural - it 
alters bow we read the world 
now. It is about searching for 
meaning in the events of the 
world. 

A medium who tells us that 

the spirits of the dead try to 
get in touch with their living 
relatives makes dying sound 
like going to Australia. The 
transcendent view is that 
death is the end of our life sto- 
ry and that resurrection is an- 
other order of being. 

It was a distinction which 
G K Chesterton understood 
well enough. “When people 
cease to believe in some- 
thing,” he once said, “they do 
not believe in nothing; they 
believe in anything.” 

— Paul Vatiety 
Photograph: Paula 
Sotoway/UNP 
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KIM Royal Dutch Airlines and Air UK have created a new airline for the United Kingdom - KLM uk. We serve 
airport5 ^ around the country, which means there’s bound to be one close to home. So when you fly with KLM uk, 
you fly with ease - from any one of IS airports to over 400 worldwide destinations via Amsterdam. Or on any of our 
routes around rite UK or Europe. To make a reservation, call us on 0990 074 074 or 0990 750 900. Alternatively visit 
our website ar www.klmuk.com or contacryour local travel agent. Now that KLM uk has arrived, taking off is effortless. 

From all over the UK, to all over the world. KLM Uk 

Eil b h • Glasgow • Guernsey • Humberside • Inverness • Jersey • Leeds Bradford • London City, Heathrow and Sto'nsted * Manchester • Newcastle • Norwich • Southampton • Teesaide 
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Loyalists threaten ‘unholy 
war’ against nationalists 


Although there have 
been no sectarian killings 
in Northern Ireland in 
recent days, a number of 
death-threats have again 
raised tension, writes 
David McKittrick, Ireland 
Correspondent. 


Threats and counter-threats 
filled the air yesterday as the 
Loyalist Volunteer Force, which 
recently killed five Catholics, 
said it would wage “an unholy 
war against the natio nalis t com- 
munity." It was responding to 
a republican threat against the 
family of Billy Wright, the loy- 
alist leader killed by the Irish 
National Liberation Army just 
after Christmas. 

There have also been possi- 
bly unrelated threats against a 
unionist councillor in London- 
derry and against Protestant 
workmen in the south Armagh 
area. While the status of the 
threats is difficult to assess. 


they have raised tension. An 
RUC spokesman said some 
threats might be mischievous, 
but others could be real. 

Although no killings have 
been carried out in recent days, 
the violence which left eight 
dead in December and January 
has left its mark. Last week an 
LVF statement that it was sus- 
pending attacks on "ordinary 
Catholics” was seen as progress 
of a sort, but yesterday's state- 
ment was full of renewed men- 
ace. Security sources confirmed 
police had passed warnings of 
death-threats a week ago to the 
Wright family, who live in For- 
tadown, Co Armagh. Wright’s 
father, David, who has made 
clear his opposition to violence 
and described killings in retal- 
iation for his son's death as ab- 
horrent, said the family was 
taking the matter seriously. 

The LVF said in its state- 
ment: “If republicans do not 
come out and deny these claims 
... the LVF will take these 
threats seriously, if republi- 
cans do not come out and issue 


this statement of denial within 
the next 12 hours, the LVF will 
unleash an unholy war against 
the nationalist community. 
These type of sick threats 
against the late Bhly Wright's 
family will not be tolerated.” 

The INLA, which killed 
Wri ght, quickly let it be know 
the threats did not come from 
them. Elsewhere in Co Ar- 
magh, road-gritting has been 
suspended in some areas be- 
cause of a threat purporting to 
come from the “Catholic Re- 
action Farce,” a cover-name oc- 
casionally used in the past by the 
IRA. This threatened the lives 
of Protestants driving road- 
gritting vehicles. 

A spokesman for the GMB 
union said: “These are men 
working on their own on dark 
roads in the early hours, and it’s 
threatening enough in those 
conditions without having to 
worry about a threat from some 
paramilitary source.” North- 
ern Ireland environment min- 
ister Lord Dubs said he was very 
concerned: "Clearly f can Y dis- 


miss it as an idle threat. I don't 
want to send them into situa- 
tions which are dangerous.” 

In Londonderry, Ulster 
Unionist councillor Andrew 
Davidson said he had goae 
into hiding after being told by 
police he was one of three 
prominent Protestants whose 
names could be on a death-list. 
■ Ministers are planning to soft- 
en unionist opposition to new 
legislation on parades by plac- 
ing restrictions on protesters as 
well as marchers. Last night the 
Northern Ireland minister 
Adam Ingram published an 
amendment to the Public Pro- 
cessions (Northern Ireland) 
Bill demanding that protesters 
give two weeks* notice in writ- 
ing to the RUC. It means 
groups wanting to oppose pa- 
rades Mil have a fortnight to or- 
ganise themselves - marchers 
must give 28 days' notice of their 
intentions. Mr Ingram is also ex- 
pected to table an amendment 
forcing protesters to comply 
with a code of conduct which it 
already imposes on marchers. 


Bankrupt Halle Orchestra may have 
to close unless rescuer is found 


Manchester’s world-renowned 
Halle Orchestra is just days 
away from collapse it was re- 
vealed yesterday. One of the 
country’s most respected and 
revered cultural groups is ef- 
fectively bankrupt 

Accountants will tell the 
Halle Concert Society board 
members tomorrow that, with 
cumulative debts of more than 
£lm, it has reached the limits 
of its bank overdraft 

Now the Haile, founded by 
Charles HaDe 140 years ago and 
brought to international fame 
by Freeman of Manchester, Sir 
John Barbirolli, is expected to 
report a trading loss this year. 

A damning investigation car- 
ried out by accountants KPMG 
says the Halle is doomed unless 



The Haile Orchestra in rehearsals Photograph: News Team 


a financial rescue package can 
be swiftly assembled. The cash 
crisis has climaxed despite the 
orchestra moving into the state- 
of-the-art £42m Bridgewater 


Hall and concert attendances 
soaring by one-third. Sources 
blame the Halle's dire straits on 
a lack of financial control and 
suggested the board should go. 


Extra help from the public 
sector funds - chiefly the Arts 
Council, Manchester City 
Council and other Greater 
Manchester authorities - is 
unlikely to be forthcoming 
before fundamental changes in 
management 

The only avenue open for 
the struggling musicians 
appears to be a loan from the 
Halle's endowment trust and, in 
the long term, a public appeal. 

One insider criticised the 
Halle Concert Society’s 
“archaic’’ structure. 

The accountants KPMG are 
understood to have condemned 
the management's “general lack 
of control” and failure to 
develop a strategy onwhich to 
base decisions. 
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Pharaoh style: One of Zandra Rhodes Secrets of the Nile collection in the Manchester 
Museum’s ancient Egyptian costume exhibition, opening today Photograph: David Rose 
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Cali to scrap 
unruly order 


Government plans to deal : 
with bad neighbours could 
breach the European Con- 
vention on Human Rights, ac- ( 
cording to academic lawyers 
who say the “blunderbuss” 
scheme should be scrapped 

They say proposals for 
anti-social behaviour orders 
(ASBO's) under the Crime 
and Disorder Bill could be the 
most “insidious attack od civ- 
il liberties this century”. The 
orders give powers for local 
authorities and the police to 
take out civil law orders 
against anti-social behaviour, 
whose breach could result in 
up to five years in jafi. 

Ministers want to clamp 
down on the behaviour of dis- 
ruptive neighbours. But in an 
article for Criminal Justice, 
leading academics say the 
proposals pose a serious risk 
to human rights. 

— Mfchoe/ Streeter 
Legal Affairs Correspondent 


Police hunt 
shuts M6 


Armed police hunting a gun - 1 
man in a stolen van who left 
a 70-mile trail of terror had 
to shut a motorwsy for two 
hours yesterday. 

A 29-year-old man from 
Huddersfield, West Yorkshire 
was eventually arrested after 
givin g h imse lf up to ofCceiS OP 

the M6 in Cumbria. He was 
being questioned at Kendal 
police station last nigbt. 

The van was driven north 
out of Manchester on the 
southbound carriageway of 
die M6 and hit two other 
vehicles. No one was hurt 


On a mission 


Paddy Ashdown was the 
guest last night of a family liv- 
ing on a rundown estate in 
Newcastle upon Tyne who 
have survived on benefits. 

The Liberal Democrat 
leader said his visijjvas a fact- 
finding mission and he was ex- 
pecting to meet local people 
and visit a soda! club. *T am 
hoping to find out how the 
people of the North-east are 
facing up to their problems, 
particularly unemployment 
which blights so many lives.” 


’Church rape’ 


A Roman Catholic priest, ac- 
cused of sexually abusing six 
children, raped one victim af- 
ter hearing her confession, a 
court heard. Fr John Lloyd, 
57, regularly assaulted the 
nine-year-old and did the 
same to altar boys, it was 
claimed. 

The alleged offences date 
to the early 1970s, when he 
was an assistant near Pon- 
typridd, Mid Glamorgan. 

Fr Lloyd denies four 
charges of rape and 17 of in- 
decent assault involving four 
girls and two boys. 


Injury payout 


A woman who became “hap- 
py-go-hicky” after suffering 
mysterious brain damage, yes- 
terday accepted £225,000 in 
settlement of her compensa- 
tion claim against a hospital 
The High Court in Lon- 
don was told that Lynne Vfc- 
sishta, 37. of Sutton, Surrey, 
experienced a personality 
change - including difficulties 
coping with money - after an 
operation under a general 
anaesthetic at Kingston Hos- 
pital 14 years ago. The hos- 
pital did not admit liability. 


A Me can mean 


Wncn you are vsenyol pain and 
fcarfiJ of the .unknown, Gukthinp 
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consortimn bid to run 
the lottery - and Guy Snowden 
^around half of a drcSS 

•It was during the dessert. 

^L ?nowden apparently 
$£* ™ CuJt to eat^Sai the 
head of US-based GTech, tried 
to bribe Mr Branson to drop his 
bid to ran the lottery. “He was 
seating, mopping his fore- 
head. He shuffled towards me 
and then he came out with 

BY ANDREW 
BUNCOMBE 


those incredible words,” re- 
called Mr Branson. 

The so-called incredible 
words, which were at the cen- 
tre of the three-week trial, were 
as follows: “I don’t know how 
to phrase this, Richard. There’s 
always a bottom line. I’ll get to 
the point In what way ran we 
help you? I mean, what can I do 
for you personally?" 

Mr Branson, flabbergasted 

what he had heard, went to 
the lavatory. Mr Snowden left 
minutes later. The coffee wasn't 
touched. 

Mr Branson said the words 
amounted to an attempted 
bribe, and after two and a half 
hours' consideration, the jury 
agreed. While he admitted Mr 
Snowden did not specifically ask 
him to drop his bid, he said the 
inference of their conversation 
that autumn day was clear. Mr 
Branson's plan to launch a bid 
to run the lottery for no profit 
could only harm GTech. It 
would at least be enough to en- 
courage the Government, to 
trim the operator’s profits, while 
at worst Mr Branson’sbid might 
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bribe bombshell 

‘He was 
sweating, 
mopping his 
brow, and 
then came 
out with 
with those 
incredible 
few words* 


Ti 
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Before and after; Guy Snowden arriving at the High Court (right) to hear the verdict; and Richard Branson celebrating victory 


even succeed in winning the 
contract. 

The stakes were certainly 
large. Under the National Lot- 
tery Act of 1993, for every 
pound spent by the public SOp 
goes towards prizes, 28p to 
good causes, 12p on tax, 5p to 
the retailer and 5p to Camelot. 
Of this, Camelot makes lp 
profit Last year Camelot - in 
which Glfech has a 225 per cent 


stake - made pre-tax profits of 
£70.8m and a net-profit of 
£46.8. It is estimated that over 
the seven years for which 
Camelot has the contract to run 
the lottery it could make 
£350m-£4GOm profit. 

GTech not only profits from 
its stake in Camelot It also sup- 
plies the lottery machineiy to re- 
tailers, and initially it supplied 
some equipment to ICL, an- 


other member of the Consor- 
tium. As chairman of GTech and 
one of its largest shareholders, 
Mr Snowden last year earned 
£3ra, a figure which rose from 
£1.2m in 1993. 

No mention was ever made 
of Lhe size of any hypothetical 
bribe but Mr Branson believed 
it would be tens of millions. The 
amount was irrelevant, Mr 
Branson said. He was disap- 


pointed that anyone would even 
consider trying to bribe him. 

Indeed Mr Branson’s in- 
tegrity was at the heart of his de- 
fence, as his counsel George 
Carman, east him as the irre- 
proachable British business- 
man and public figure known 
for his good works against the 
profit-orientated New York 
gambler. During the trial, Mr 
Snowden's QC, Richard Fer- 


guson, chastised Mr Carman for 

portraying his man as a cigar- 
smoking, spat-wearing Ameri- 
can with an office in Las Vfegas. 

But Mr Carman had tapped 
a profitable vein. This trial es- 
pecially in visual terms was as 
much a dash of cultures as a 
clash of individuals. The jury 
saw a slim, tanned, casually 

dressed Richard Branson - a fa- 
miliar and famous face - pitted 


Photographs: Brian Harris 


against the unknown corpu- 
lent American, looking un- 
comfortable in a tight suit, his 
large hands constantly fiddling 
with a ballpoint pen. 

But while defeat for Mr 

Branson would have badly dam- 
aged his reputation, it has done 
the same for Mr Snowden, the 
son of a bulldozer driver with 
more than .25 years’ experi- 
ence pf enning lotteries. He ad- 


mitted during the trial that if the 
jury found against him, his po- 
sition would be untenable. 

Mr Snowden’s case was cer- 
tainly not helped by the reve- 
lation that in the US Glech had 
been the subject of six different 
investigations by the FBI- A 
BBC Panorama programme 
broadcast in December 1995 
claimed that Clayton Jackson, 
a lobbyist working for the com- 
pany, had made payments to 
Senator Alan Robins to ensure 
GTech won the contract for the 
California lottery. Robins was 
later sent to prison. It also gave 
of unusual payments 
relating to lotteries in other 
states including Kentucky and 
New Jersey. 

It was on this programme 

that Mr Branson alleged that Mr 

Snowden had tried to bribe 
him. Mr Snowden declined to 
appear but issued a statement 
saying the allegation was “gross- 
ly defamatory”. 

After the programme, 
GTech again challenged Mr 
Branson, saying his allegations 
were defamatory. Mr Branson 
sued GTech, Mr Snowden and 
the company's. PR director 
Robert Rendine on the basis 
that they were saying he was ly- 
ing. They in turn sued him over 
the original allegations, but, 
perhaps pointedly, did not sue 
the BBC or Panorama. 
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..iOj can borrow £7.1 00 oi more at 1 2.9% AP R 
S o . t fj'< e a :/ v on. ■ a a e o ; t h a s e b o \ q c i r • s : n t h c s a i ~ s a : ) b 
s a v c;- c i ; i ■ .; o j r i o a n m p c .vnenw. 


i ’■'" 1 ' ' ' 1 i * ’ 

jj 

- Ap .b 

-000 £103.77 


15 . 9 % i 

£7 ££ 37.48 

£8 83 3.4;-; 

y^% 

12 . 9 % 


Be on the boll 

Tci to ':a on van! age o; ihese specie! rates ucu must 
apiwi op 28 February 1998. So do it today and aim 
■.a a el a I! the best domains in the sales. 

NotWest customers eon get on 
immediate decision,' just by calling 

0800 24 34 06 

MONDAY to FRIDAY 8am to 8pm 
c> SATURDAY 'em *o 6:;m 
O. , op iiko any K'.rVv'es: bmne h. 


• : . • • .• -v 


«!► Nat West 

More than just a bank 


Cmit is only woioble to persons ttjed 18 or aver, and is subject to status md coneWons, Written Quotations are awlloMe on request 6t*n National Weshninsler Bank 
Office 41 Lathbwn London E(^ 2BP,orirom any tofWIetf branch If you bonow £7,100 aver 36 nwr^ at the rate alT2 : 29S i APgyeuvmuldpoy36nKtolhlyre|Mi^ritsof£23648. 
The total amount pcupbte would be SL513-2R- II you borrow £3£00 owr36 morths at 15.9H APR. you would pay 36 nwrrtWy repayments of £103.77. The total omowit payable 
would be Q735J2. These eramplesindufe the IK APR dbcremL Ref nw 50186 
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Files reveal Great War secrets of British literary heroes 



Authorities 
believed 
Sassoon 
was a 
lunatic and 
TE Lawrence 
was a 
charlatan 



Rudyard Kipling: Refused to believe his son had been killed 


Desert hero: TE Lawrence fought bravely for the Bedouin tribes against Ottoman rule (right) but lied about, his Army record Photographs: Hulton Getty 


Files released by the 
Public Records Office 
yesterday shed new light 
on the private lives of 
three of the most 
renowned British literary 


figures of this century. to create his own myth; Rodyard 
Kim Sengupta and John Kipling refused to believe bis 

Crossland report. son was killed in action; and the 

r authorities had a ready expla- 

nation for Sigfrfed Sassoon's im- 
Lawrence of Arabia invented passioned protests about the 


tales of bis valour and helped slaughter on the Western Front 


- he was a lunatic, and not fit 
to be trusted with men's lives. 

These accounts were among 
216,795 files from the First 
World Whr released by the 
Public Record Office yesterday. 

The papers contain the first 


version of Sassoon’s pacifist 
manifesto “Act of Wilful Defi- 
ance of Military Authority”, in 
which he declared he could no 
longer see any justification for 
the daughter in the trenches. 
What was once described as a 


fight for Liberty, be said, had be- 
come a war of aggression. “I can 
no longer be a party to prolong 
these sufferings for ends which 
I believe to be evil and unjust”. 

the treatise could have put 
him before a firing squad. In- 
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stead, the Was Office, per- 
plexed as to how a decorated of- 
ficer from the right background 
could be so disloyal, summoned 
him to a medical board and sent 
him to the Craig Lockhart Hos- 
pital for the treatment of psy- 
chiatric disorders in Scotland, 
the place where much of Pat 
Barker’s novel Regeneration is 
set After assessment a letter in 
his file stated: “Lieutenant Sas- 
soon was undoubtedly the au- 
thor, but when he wrote it he 
was a lunatic”. 

The manifesto was found 
stuffed into a luggage rack on 
a train between Birmingham 
and Preston, and banded to 
Lord Derby, the Minister for 
War, in January (9IS. It is be- 
lieved Sassoon dumped it there 
several months earlier on the 
way to his medical board. 

Grave doubts about Sas- 
soon's mental state continued 
among the military hieracby. 
Brigadier George Cockerill, 
deputy director of military in- 
telligence and one of the 
founders of MI5. wrote to The 
Nation magazine, which had 
printed a poem by Sassoon: “If 
Lt Sassoon is now writing such 
verse _ it would appear his mind 
is still in chaos and he is not fit 
to be trusted with men’s lives". 

Lawrence of Arabia, ac- 
cording to the papers, credited 
himself with military service 
which was almost certainly fic- 
titous. He had told his official 
biographer, David Garnett, that 
! he had run away from home to 
serve with the Royal Artillery in 
1906 or 1907 before he started 
at Oxford University. 

In 1938, three years after 
Lawrence’s death in a motor- 
bike accident, an inquiry by the 
military historian Basil Liddell 
Hart led to a check by the War 
Office, and the discovery there 
was no sign of such service. 

Accusations of embellish- 
ment also came in the 
Lawrence file over the nomi- 
nation fora Victoria Cross and 


a secret reconnaissance mission 
he was supposed to have made 
to Deraa in Syria, the place a 
year later, he was allegedly 
flogged and raped by a TUrkxsb 
officer. Commenting on the 
declaration of his reconnais- 
sance mission, a memo says: 
“Do you consider he is deserv- 
ing of the latter honour [the 
VCJ? I do not think so.” The file 
later noted that no reference 
should be made to the Deraa re- 
connaissance. 

The records also shows the 
War Office grudgingly allowed 
Lawrence to carry the rank of 
Lt Colonel when he re-enlisted 
as an ordinary aircraftman, 
contrary to military regulation, 
because it feared adverse pub- 
licity if it appeared his rank had 
been stripped off him. 

Rudyard Kipling refused to 
believe that his son had died in 
the Battle of Loos in 1915. Ac- 
cording to Army records, John 
Kipling was killed in action at the 
battle on 27 September 1915. 

His father did not accept the 
official version for four years, 
and started an investigation of 
his own. In September 1916 he 
wrote to the Whr Office that his 
research indicated his son had 
been left behind at a building 
on the battlefield. 

The letter said: “All the in- 
formation I have had is that he 
was wonded and and left behind 
at Pints 14> at the battle of Loos. 

I have interviewed a great many 
people and heard from many 
others and can find none who 
saw him killed. And his wound, 
being a leg wound, would be 
more disabling than fatal". 

The War Office responded 
that in view of Kipling’s feeling 
on the matter it would not of- 
ficially accept his son's death. 
Kipling continued his search af- 
ter the war until finally accept- 
ing his loss in 1919. Writing 
through his solicitors, be said: 
“The search in Germany.- has 
not revealed any trace of him”, 
literary legacy, page 17 
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Treat your Valentine to a 
very special weekend In London 
staying at one of four fabulous 
four star deluxe Millennium 
hotels. All are located In central 
London, dose to the capital's 
main attractions, and offer a 
wide range of fadfrnes. 


also receive a box of chocolate 
and a bottle of champagne to 
celebrate. 


The break must be taken before 
31 March I99B, only subject 
to availability. 


The Millennium Britannia 
Mayfair is Ideal to enjoy 
London’s theatres and nightlife. 
The Millennium Chelsea. 
Kn/ghtsferidge is situated in 
London's fashionable Sloane 
Street, and close to major 
international department 
stores, ideal to spoil each other 
with expensive presents. The 
Millennium Gloucester and 
Millennium Bailey's in 
Kensington are dose to the 
major museums as well as 
Kensington Palace and Hyde 
Park. 


To enter this competition (fed 
the number below, answer the 
folkswing question on line and 
leave your name and fall 
address. 


Q: Name the “Son of 
Venus - who would 
cause people to fail in 
love by piercing them 
with one of his maeic 
arrows? 


Call 0930 563027 


'HR . j, *' 



v w 

POWERGEN 




MtBennium Hotels & Resorts 
has teamed up with The 
independent to offer one lucky 
couple a romantic weekend in 

“25" two nights « 
the Millennium hotel of your 
choice, with fad English 
tJraalaast and a complimemary 
meal for two in the hoed 
r ^*?. u . r ?. nt : . Tie winners will 


2*2.1** hjck y wwHigh to win car 
from special rvss at any 
raonjihim or Copihome hotel In 
UK or Europe. To book. aH 
reserv *5jt>ns on 0645 455443 and 
quote The Independent Supenawr. 
Condons Miflennium hotels start at 
ti 10 per n»m per nMc + 

Copthome ho«ls M £39 per room 
pv night A fimhed number of 
rooms are allocated to this offer - 


— “r*™: ...The winners will ^ ' 
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Now the Tate Gallery unveils 
an even bigger pile of brie s 


^ ^ IK>t ^ Qr brick ,n ***• waU: per Kirfceby at the Tate yesterday. Right: Carl Andre’s controversial 1972 exhibit Main photograph: Stefan Rousseau 


New scan will 
spare women 
from cancer 


The Tale Gallery in London 
yesterday revived memories of 
a quarter of a century ago . 
unveiling its latest work - a 
four-metre high brick walL 

The 30-mctrc long struc- 
ture, made up of four separate 
sections through which visitors 
are encouraged to wander, was 
commissioned by the gallery. 

In 1972, critics were out- 
raged when the Tale bought 
Equivalent VUI - popularly 
known as “the pile of bricks 
- by Carl Andre, although that 
sculpture was much smaller in 
scale and lay on the floor. 

The Danish artist behind 
the latest wort Pfer Kirkeby, 59, 
who has created more than 100 
brick structures around Eu- 
rope. yesterday defended his 
sculpture and said the choice 

of materials did not mean it was 

not artistic. “People say bricks 
are not art, bricks are bricks. 



But then paintmgs are J^t 
made of paint,” he said. Ma- 
terials are just materials, bu 

you can use them in a way that 

what comes out of it is art. 

The latest work is a senes 
of four walls which run down 
the centre of one gallery. On 
the walls of the gallery are a 

number of his paintings and the 

idea is for the viewer to emerge 
from between the bricks to get 
a different perspective of the 


paintings rather than stand di- 
rectly in front of thenLExhibi- 
tion curator Sean Rainbird 
said: ‘‘Essentially what it does 
is make you look at the paint- 
ings in a certain way.” 

The work look a team of up 
to eight bricklayers two weeks 
to complete, using 2G£00 bricks 
donated by manufacturers Ib- 
stock. The exhibition also fea- 
tures a collection of the artist's 
bronze casts. 


surgery 


Women with breast 
cancer could be spared 
unnecessary surgery as a 
result of the 
development of a new 
technique for detecting 
how far the disease has 
spread. Jeremy Laurence, 
Health Editor, reports. 


A new scanning technique in- 
vented by scientists from the im- 
perial Cancer Research Fund 
can show whether cancer in the 
breast has spread to the lymph 
nodes under the arm. 

The technique will allow 
surgeons to tell women in ad- 
vance how extensive surgery to 
remove the cancer will have to 
be. Currently, the only way to 
detect the spread is to surgically 
remove the lymph nodesand ex- 
amine them in the laboratory. 
That means that women with no 
cancer in their lymph nodes 
have unnecessary treatment 

A pilot study conducted on 
29 women at St Bartholomew’s 
hospital, London, showed the 
technique was 9U per cent cor- 
rect in predicting cancer spread. 
Rob Carpenter, consultant sur- 
geon at St Bartholomew's 
breast unit, said: “We are 
extremely encouraged by the 
results. They mean that in fu- 
ture we will be able to let pa- 
tients know what to expect 
from their breast cancer oper- 
ation and help them deal with 
it mo^e ; effectively. ,, 

The technique involves in- 
jecting radioactive markers 
designed to 'home in on, and 
slick to, cancer cells. Pictures of 
the lymph nodes are taken 
twice over 24 hours using a gam- 


ma camera and the two images 
are compared by a computer 
which indicates the probability 
of cancer being present. 

There are 35,000 new cases 
of breast cancer each year and 
almost all affected women have 
surgery to remove the lump. 
The more advanced the cancer 
the greater the likelihood of 
spread to the lymph nodes. In 
the most extreme cases this 
results in a radical mastectomy 
in which the breast and all the 
underlying tissue including the 
lymph nodes is removed. 

The need for radical surgery 
has declined as improved de- 
tection and screening has led to 
earlier diagnosis. The re- 
searchers say that as breast 
cancers are detected earlier 
the need for a scanning tech- 
nique to determine whether 
the disease has spread to the 
lymph nodes will grow because 
in an increasing number of cas- 
es the nodes mil be unaffected. 

The research team, led by 
Professor Keith Britton, head of 
the ICRF Nuclear Medicine 
Unit, is now looking at the pos- 
sibility of injecting a tiny amount 
of the radioactive marker by the 
. tumour and using a probe to 
check the lymph nodes. 

Professor Britton said: “If 
the node is positive it can be re- 
moved and examined in the lab- 
oratory to double check if 
cancer is present That way we 
can tell women in advance just 
how extensive their breast can- 
cer operation is going to be.” 

Results of the pilot study 
were announced at the launch 
of a fundraising drive by ICRF 
and MacmiDaii Cancer Relief in 

association with General Acci- 
dent, the insurance company, 
. expected to raise £200,QW). 


Consultant misread 
100 smear tests 


A consultant pathologist has 
been removed from cervical 
screening after misrea d i n g the 
slides of, 180 women. More 

than 100 women with abnormal 
cervical smears have been re- 
calledbytbe hospital in Lincoln 
after consultant wrongly 
reported them as normal. 

The dirors, disclosed yes- 
terday, njffl fuel concern about 
the cervical screening pro- 


Kent-and;<^terbaiy hospital 
gr-gncial. . 

However, . experts said the 
latest pfobkm, at Lincoln 
CotmtyHp^itaL demonstrat- 
ed bow ne^quality ^checks on 
the service we working. 


1HC wyuiui o •nwv' — . . . a 

ready bebq&rougfa an initial 
screen wKEfr had identified 
them as smeci and they had 
been thectHKuItent 

for an expesappajian- After 

^shoa^fe: consultant^ 

reporting ^ women - wah 


moderate to severe abnormal- 
ities than expected a review of 
all 317 smears he had reported 
as normal over the past five 
years was carried out That re- 
vealed 180 had been misread. 

The hospital announced 
yesterday that three women 
had already received further 
treatment and a further 34 
have been invited for a repeat 
smear. The remaining 1 12 have 
been invited for colposcopy - 
direct examination of the cervix 
using a special microscope. 

Sarah Skelton, director of 
musing at the hospital, said die 
consultant was on sick leave to 

an mielated reason and would 

not be returning to cervical 
screening- “There * no sug- 

Sooorevidencethatourpn- 

^soeeningproceaeswto* 

cover ihe vast majority of slid® 
^any deficiencies, shesad, 
adding that the review tod 
Iteen triggered by new quality 

stafldardS _ Jeremy tonrance 

-• . Health Editor 
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Landowners threaten legal action if ramblers are granted the right to roam 


r. V 


Scenting blood in their campaign to kill off 
any right to roam, landowners yesterday un- 
veiled new ideas for improving access to the 
countryside on their own terms while hint- 
ing at court action if the Government 
legislates. 

The package from the Country 
Landowners 7 Association, including a reg- 
ister of the thousands of acres where 
landowners “permit” the public to walk 


without granting rights, is intended to put 
huther pressure on Tony Blair. 

Within the next three weeks, the Gov- 
ernment is expected to publish its consul- 
tation paper on gnm ting greater public access 
to open country. Michael Meacher, the en- 
vironment minister, submitted the paper to 
NolO in the autumn. But Mr Blair, lobbied 
hard by well-connected landowners, has de- 
layed publication, provoking fears he was 


abandoning a manifesto commitment. 

Ramblers suspect members of the Roy- 
al Family, among the country’s largest 
landowners, may have may made known 
their opposition to a right to roam. 

Ian MacNicol, president of the CLA, 
said yesterday that man aged voluntary ac- 
cess remained the best way forward. “It is 
a more cost-effective, more practical and 
more responsive way to deliver that man- 


ifesto commitment-” According to a study 
earned our for the CLA at Manchester Uni- 
versity, landowners would be able to claim 
£50m a year in compensation if the origi- 
nal proposal fora right to roam over moun- 
tain, moor and common land in England 
and Wes was enacted. 

Mr Meacher has rejected large payouts, 
but Mr MacNicol said yesterday that if a 
right to roam was granted without com- . 


pensatiem the issue might be taken to the 
European Court of Human Rights. “Intu- 
itively, we fed the costs will be less for vol- 
untary access,” he said. 

As well as county access registers, giv- 
ing information on permitted access rarely 
shown on Ordnance Survey maps, the CLA 
is also pioneering “access audits” of farms 
and estates to identify where owners might 
tn falling short of gristing legal ieqmremeDts 


and possible improvements. 

TTie Ramblers' Association said that 

while CLA indu ^ ed “ “ PR fentasies” 

public rights of way were routinely and fl- 
legalfv blocked. Among examples cited, 
wire paths on land owned by theTfoke of 
Buedeugh in Northamptonshire and Duke 
of Westminster in Cheshire - two of the 
country’s wealthiest aristocrats. 
—Stephen Goodwin, Heritage Correspondent 
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The Queen prepared 
to go public with the 
Royal accounts 


The Queen is prepared 
to make a significant 
break with the past, and 
give Parliament direct 
access to accounts of the 
Royal Household, ‘The 
Independent 1 can reveal. 
Kim Sengupta reports on a 
new effort at public 
accountability at the 
Palace. 


The Queen has nothing to hide 
about her finances; indeed the 
way the Royal household car- 
ried out savings could be a les- 
son for many a public body, 
according to her senior advis- 
ers. And, to prove its point, the 
Palace has privately told the 
Government it would welcome 
direct scrutiny of its accounts by 
the Commons Public Accounts 
Committee. 

The issue has long been a 
source of acrimony. In a recent 
report, the PAC claimed the 
Royal household was ineffi- 
cient and secretive, and MPs 
blamed the Queen for being re- 
luctant to offer access to the 
books - charges denied by the 
Palace. 

Successive governments 
have resisted demands by MPs 
to have direct access to the ac- 
counts on the grounds that “it 
would be incompatible with 
the Royal household’s unique 


constitutional position". How- 
ever, MPs have become in- 
creasingly vociferous in their 
demand to see how £20m of 
taxpayers' money is being 
spent 

David Davis, the new PAC 
chairman, says the auditor gen- 
eral should have immediate ac- 
cess to all Royal household 
accounts, including the Civil List 
and the transport accounts. 
The former Tory Foreign Office 
minister’s initiative has come as 
a surprise to the Labour mem- 
bers of the committee, who 
have been campaigning unsuc- 
cessfully under previous 
chairmen for foil access. 

At presenL the Queen sub- 
mits information on the Royal 
finances to ministers whose de- 
partments would then decide 
what the auditors look at There 
is also an annual report to MPs 
on the cost of official trips by 
the Royal Family. 

Both Whitehall and Royal 
sources say it is the government 
departments who are uneasy 
about direct access rather than 
the Royal family. 

One Palace source said: 
"The Royal Family warn to 
have transparency over their fi- 
nances. and we think that is 
what the public want as well. 
The Queen would have no ob- 
jection to direct scrutiny by the 
PAC or the Auditor General. 
The last thing we want is an im- 
pression that there is something 


to hide. We already have an In- 
dependent external audit, and 
we are pleased with the savings 
we have carried oil since we as- 
sumed the responsibility 
for the maintenance of the 
occupied Royal palaces in 1991." 

Along with offering greater 
openness, the Palace is also 
ready to be combative over 
what it perceives as unfair ac- 
cusations. The critical PAC re- 
port is seen as negitive and out 
of date. The Committee criti- 
cised low rents charged for 
Royal apartments. But Royal 
sources point out that since Au- 
gust 1994. all staff and pen- 
sioners using the apartments 
have had a rent rise of 16.5 per 
cent 

The grant-in-aid expendi- 
ture by the Royal Household 
has fallen from £20341.000 to 
£20.440,000 from 1995 to 1996, 
and is intended to be reduced 
to £15m in two years’ time. 

As part of a cost efficiency 
campaign, energy conservation 
measures have, says the Palace, 
resulted in savings of 9 percent 
on electricity. 32 percent on gas, 
and 61 per cent on water. 

Much of this is said to be 
through the efforts of Michael 
Peat formerly a partner in the 
accountancy firm KPMG. the 
Keeper of the Privy Purse, who 
has also brought in a perfor- 
mance related pay structure 
for some employees of the 
Royal Family. 



Apple appealing: Tony Banks, the Minister for Sport, and Annabel Croft, the television presenter and former tennis player, in a peeling race to 
launch the sixth annual Bramley apple week at the Houses of Parliament yesterday, in aid of the homeless charity Crisis Photograph: Rui Xavier 


Dobson cleared of appointing ‘yes men’ 


Frank Dobson has been 
cleared of appointing 
Labour “yes men” to the 
new NHS trust boards. 
Colin Brown reports. 


Clear your financial 


commitments and 


Allies of the Secretary of State 
for Health said last eight that 
he had been cleared of an al- 
leged scandal over the ap- 
pointment of NHS hospital 
chiefs, following claims that he 
sacked local Tories to make way 
for Labour placemen. 

Sir Leonard Peach, the 
Commissioner for Public Ap- 
pointments, found no evidence 
to support the main complaint 
made against Mr Dobson’s han- 
dling of the appointments by' 
John Maples, the Tory 
spokesman on health. 

The commissioner said in 
a letter to Mr Maples that Mr 
Dobson told Sir Leonard about 
his wish to ensure the boards of 


health authorities and hospital 
trusts were more representative 
of the local communities in 
which they served by appoint- 
ing more councillors from local 
authorities. 

\ . “My response was that he 

was free to do so, subject to 
complying with ray Code of 
Practice On the evidence 
available to me, I believe that 
the Secretary of Statens public 
pronouncements and commu- 
nications have followed this 
line," said Sir Leonard. How- 
ever. he is testing testing the 
quality of the appointments 
with a rolling programme of au- 
dits on the way they were han- 
dled in the eight NHS regions. 


The Tories accused Mr 
Dobson of carrying out a purge 
of Tory supporters from the 
NHS boards, and replacing 
them with Labour stooges. But 
the minister's friends said he 
had sent a letter to allTory MPs 
asking them to submit names, 
and only a third replied. Only 
four members of the Shadow 
Cabinet responded. 

Those who did not reply in- 
cluded the former Health Sec- 
retary, Stephen Dorrell and 
Mr Maples, Mr Maples claimed 
Sir Len's letter showed that the 
appointments were being in- 
vestigated, but Mr Dobson said: 
“It is absolutely astonishing 
that John Maples should repeat 


the allegations which he knows 
to be untrue from Sir Len 
Peach. It takes sheer brass neck 
to cite Sir Len as corroboration 
for the discredited smears they 
they are putting round.” 

Meanwhile, Mr Dobson 
has been promised by Tbny 
Blair a real-terms increase in 
spending on the NHS to match 
the Government’s celebrations 
for the 50th anniversary of the 
health service. 

The Health Secretary has 
won the Prime Minister's back- 
rag for a boost in his budget and 
an extra £2bn could be added 
to the NHS spending this year 
after the Chancellor’s compre- 
hensive review of spending. 
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pay less each month 


Outstanding commitment 

Interest Rate 

Monthly Amount 
Repayable 
(36 months) 

Total Amount 
Repayable 

Barclay card 

£2.000 

22.9% APR 

£75.14 

£2.705.04 

Barclays Bank Loan 

£1.500 

18.9% APR 

£53.81 

£L937.I6 

House of Fraser Store Card 

£1.500 

28.4% APR 

£59.85 

a 15440 

Total amount owed 

£5,000 


£<88.80 

£6,79630 

Amount borrowed with a 

Marks & Spencer Personal Loan 
over 36 months 

£5.000 

15.9% APR 

1 £172.95 

002S2D 


Toral saving aver 36 months 


5WIFTCALL 0800 769 0800 




TALK is 

CHEAP! 


TheOpen 

University 


A Marks & Spencer Personal Loan could help you clear all 
your financial commitments and save money each month. We 
could help you clear all your outstanding credit and store 
card bills, loans and any other unpaid bills - leaving you with 
one affordable and easily manageable monthly payment. 


aspects of your application, including our reassuring 
Personal Loan Protection. 


So take more control or your finances and save money’ with 3 
Marks fir Spencer Personal Loan. Call today on 0800 363 464. 



Study for 
a BA or BSc 
degree 


low cost inf 


You can apply for between £500 and LI 0,000 and choose 
the repayment period that suits you - from 12 to 84 
months. And because the rates are fixed, your monthly 
repayments will never rise. 

YVhats more, then? is no administration or arrangement fee. 
no security to provide and no interview to attend. And 
eligible Marks £r Spencer Account- Card customers can 
claim a special 1% APR discount. 

It costs nothing to apply Tor a Marks & Spencer Personal Loan. 
When you call, our trained sales staff will help with all 


Call free to apply on 

0800 363 464 


quoting reference (DA5 


Calls to 

Swftcall 


B.T. 

SAVE 

USA 

8p 

Vs 

24p 

67% 

India 

Sip 

Vs 

£120 

58% 

Japan 

20p 

Vs 

77p 

71% 

OZ 

18p 

Vs 

49p 

63% 

Hong Kong 27p 

Vs 

58p 

53% 

Ireland 

lOp 

Vs 

23p 

56% 


To broaden your interests or develop your career, die Open 
University offers over 150 courses you can choose from to 
build your own BA or BSc degree programme. They cover 
arts, science, soda! science, computing, technology, modem 
languages, mathematics, business management. English 
law, education and health and soda! welfare, if you are 18 
or over and resident in the European Union, you're eligible. 
No previous qualifications are required. 

Through OU supported Open Learning 
Our unique method of teaching lets you study wherever you 
five and in your own time. The Open University comes to you 
with specially written texts, audio and visual cassettes, TV 
and radio programmes and, for some courses, computer 
software. You also receive support from your personal tutor 
and Regional Centre. 

Admissions are on a first-come first-served basis - so fill 
in the coupon or phone NOW. 



Lines open Monday to Friday Baun. to 830pm 
and Saturday 8a.m. to 530pjn. 


Caff us today free on 0800 76 9 0800 

for detaBs on faxrtastic savings to hundreds of otfier 
destinations and how lo open your pre-paid account 


MARKS & SPENCER 


Cs8 1800 794 381 if you Ova in Ireland. 
1800 836 5005 il you live in the USA 


Send to: The Open UntarsBy, PO Boa 635, Mfltcn Keynes, MK7SAA. 

□ Pteaw send nw a copy of the Courses. Diptemas and BA/BSc 

0*6*®** prospectus. 

D I f»w contacted the OU betas. 

55? initials Surname 

Add«s 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


Written qiioau&rts on request from Marta md Spencer Rnancfd Scrvkas limbed, Kif>g5 Meadow. Cherar Buaness Parte. Owsnsr CH?9 9H5. 

Maria ■"! Spencer Financial Services Limited. Registered OSce Miduei Hone. Briar Sum. London W1A ION. 
Rmsie^inEngl^NalTTlSSSA^utek^ori^ria^idSpenCwpfc 
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frgeon /ads 

reprieved 

by mystery 
benefactor 

dosed in the 
but the “pigeon lads" 
who^ow vegetables and 
j^eep birds on the allotments 
Jf ^ historical part of 
J under] and still remember 
b °V° dig themselves in. 

. ° al for a last-minute re* 
PJ^e. the 20 ex-miners, some 
01 tnem now in their 80s, 
would have faced the bailiffs 
this weekend rather than give 
up peir plots to developers. 
“Swampy wouldn’t have 

bad a look-in with these 
blokes,’' said Fraser Kemp, 
the local MP who has been 
supporting their campaign. 
"JheyVe spent their whole 
bves digging holes in the 
ground.” 

Although the men were 
offered alternative sites after 
the North Eastern Co- 
operative Society sold the 
allotments in 1996, they were 
determined to stay on the 
plots which have been in 
some of their families since 
the turn of the centuiy. 

Last Monday, five days 
before the 31 January eviction 
date fell due, word arrived 
that an anonymous benefactor 
had bought the Land for the 
men. The donor is a local 
businessman, but they do not 
know his name. 

John Reid, secretary of the 
Ryhope Allotment Holders, 
said he had no idea that help 
was at hand until a letter 
from the developer arrived. 

“I don’t care who it is as 
long as everything’s right We 
were talking about picket 
lines and about stopping 
there in case they came at 
night Thankfully it hasn’t 
come to that” be said. 

— Fran Abrams 




Reprieve: Maurice Surtees, a pigeon fancier, and his birds at his loft in Ryhope, Sunderland 


Photograph: WiH Walter 


Allotment holders dig in to protect their land 


A Parliamentary committee 
will investigate the plight of 
allotment gardeners this 
month as their plots are eaten 
up in the rush to build new 
housing. Enthusiasts hope MPs 
can persuade ministers to act 
but, writes Fran Abrams, 
there has been little sign that 
this will happen. 


Almost 50 of England’s 7,800 aDotment 
sites have been sold off to developers 
with mini sters’ blessing since last May, 
it emerged last week. In some areas al- 


lotment holders are “di gg ing in” to pro- 
tect their land as Ihe bulldozers pre- 
pare to move in. 

Although the 1925 Allotments Act 
protects the pious, set up so that work- 
ing people could grow their own fund, 
in reality it has done little for them. 

All plans to sell off “statutory" al- 
lotments must be approved by minis- 
ters. But Angela Eagle, the 
environment minister, revealed in a 
Parliamentary written answer that she 
had approved the sale of 47 sites 
since last May and had refused none. 

In fact under both Labour and the 
Tbries it has been almost unheard of for 
ministers to turn down allotment sales. 
Geoff Stokes, secretary of the National 


Society of Allotment and Leisure Gar- 
deners. said he could only remember 
two occasions on which a request had 
been refused, out of hundreds over the 
past decade. 

He said that although interest had 
declined over the years, food scares had 
led to new interest among young peo- 
ple. But councils looking for sites for 
an estimated 4.4 million homes need- 
ed between 1990 and 2015 are eyeing 
the prime land, often on the outskirts 
of existing housing. The society wiD pre- 
sent evidence to the Commons Envi- 
ronment Committee this month. 

“Because of its location this land is 
actually needed not just for allotment 
purposes but for its ecological value to 


the community ,” Mr Stokes said. Al- 
though gardeners are offered alterna- 
tives when the developers move in, 
many of them are pensioners and do 
not want to move. 

The society has presented the Par- 
liamentary inquiry with a survey of al- 
lotments just completed for it by 
Professor David Crouch of Anglia 
Polytechnic University. It shows that 
since 1970 the number of individual 
plots has dwindled from 530,000 to less 
than 300,000. The loss of “non- 
staiuiory” plots which are either tem- 
porary or privately owned has been 
even sharper. In 1970 just half the to- 
tal number were statutory, compared 

with three-quarters today. 


Tories devise 
strategy to 
save the 
green belt 


The Tory party has 

come up with a new idea 

for boosting house 
building in urban areas 
as it launches a 
campaign to save 
England’s green belts 
from urban sprawl, says 
Nicholas Sdioon, 

Environment 

Correspondent 

The Conservative environment 
spokesman Tim Yeo MP said 
yesterday that house-buDding 
firms should be able to earn 
themselves credits for siting 
new homes within towns and 
dries, through conversions and 
by reclaiming derelict “brown- 
field" sites. . . . . 

Only those companies which 

had built up credits would be 
granted planning permission 
to build homes on the restrict- 
ed number of greenfield sites 
which councils did make avail- 
able for development The par- 
ty believes such a system would 
mat* firms invest more effort 
in sea rching out opportunities 
for mban development. 

“Wfc think this is a better idea 
than the tax on greenfield de- 
velopment which the Labour 
Government says it is consid- 
ering,” aid Mr Yeo. “Such a tax 
would just legitimise building in 
the green belts.” 

Yesterday, William Hague, 
the Conservative leader, visit- 
ed the site of the proposed 
green-belt development west of 
Stevenage, in Hertfordshire, 
where up to 1,000 homes could 


be built after the Deputy Prime 

Minister, John Prescott, decid- 
ed not to intervene in the coun- 
ty council’s structure plan. 

Sir Norman Fowler, Con- 
servative spokesman on the 
Environment, Transport and 
Regions, went to another green- 
belt site near Sutton Coldfield, 
West Midlands, where Mr 
Prescott has intervened to allow 
industrial development. Mr 
Yeo, meanwhile, visited a site 
near Horsham, which could 
have homes built on it. West 
Sussex, County Council is tak- 
ing Mr Prescott to the High 
Court for a judicial review hear- 
ing after his department inter- 
vened to add 12,800 homes to 
its structure plan. 

The Tbries see the threat to 
the countryside as one of their 
biggest opportunities for re- 
building support in the wake of 
the election defeat. 

The party’s other policy for 
boosting house building in ur- 
ban areas is to alter the statu- 
tory p lannin g guidance handed 
down from government to coun- 
cils. The guidance the Tbries ad- 
vocate for housing would set the 
gann* kind of “sequential test” 
which proposals for out-of-town 
shopping and leisure centres 

have to undergo. In essence, de- 
velopers have to prove they have 

searched exhaustively for a suit- 
able site in the urban area be- 
fore permission can be granted. 

Mr Hague said he advocat- 
ed two-thirds of all new hous- 
ing development taking place in 
towns and cities. “Not only will 
this protect the countryside, 
but it will also breathe new life 
into our towns and cities." 


FASTEST 

ANIMAL 


EARTH 


USED 


TO BE 


THE 



CHEETAH. 


, . ^ p rov jde perfect torque whatever the engine's speed. Fast enough to make a 0-60 mph leap in just 6.4 seconds. JAGUATXK8 

T ar XK&S 40 litre V8-«ngUl» has variable for information on jaguar ears and Jaguar financial Sendees. Internet: www.Jaguanara.com DON’T DREAM IT. DRIVE IT. 
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With ^12,350, you’ll find five cars that are much of a muchness, and one that’s in a league 
of its own. 


ROVER 


Good news if you’re thinking of buying a Rover 400, and bad news if you’ve just bought 
one of the others. For more information call 0345 186 186, or visit www.rovercars.com. 


CAR SHOWN ROVER 414 16v £12,350 ON THE ROAD. PRICE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS. PRICE INCLUDES 32 MONTHS ROAD TAX, DELIVERY TO DEALER PREMISES AND NUMBER PLATES. SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY 
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One pint 
drink limit 

will drive us 
to the wall, 
say country 
publicans 


An automatic one-year 
^ for motorists 
drinking just one pint 
looks set to be 
introduced by the 
Government. Jason 
Bennetto, Crime 
Correspondent, 
examines new proposals 
to reduce road deaths. 


Newly qualified motorists and 
teenage drivers could have a 
special “alcohol-free" or extra 
low limit for a probationary pe- 
riod, it emerged yesterday. 

Police are also expected to 
be given new powers to act on 
public tip-offs and lay traps for 
motorists leaving pub car parks. 

The possible changes could 
form pan of a package of mea- 
sures aimed at cutting the num- 
ber of deaths and serious 
injuries caused by drunk drivers. 

While the Government in- 
tends to consult on the changes 
during the next three months, 
it became clear yesterday that 
Gavin Strang, transport minis- 
ter, favours lowering the current 
limit from 80mg of alcohol per 




r 

Pressure on 
petrol duty 

The Chancellor is committed 
to increasing duty on petrol 
in his Budget on 17 March by 
around 6 per cent in real 
terms, which could add 
around 27p to a gallon of un- 
leaded petrol. 

But Gordon Brown is be- 
ing urged to take tougher 
measures to curb car use as 


-j 







r ' ■ Wr,l '*"ie drink Photograph John Lawrence 

just one for the road: The landlord of the Fox in Denchworth, Oxfordshire, says few will want to travel miles for a ariff® 

The gradual drop in road ac- Netherlands. Belgium, Greece to hit eountiy pubs as people pubs, shops and social yesterday cast doubt on the ef- 

cidenLs appears to have levelled and Finland, landlords in rural will not want to travel miles for country areas. _ « feettveness of a loweriinuU 

out with a hard core of young pubs are concerned that it could just one pint." replied; *1 do no ^ ^ “The stubborn criminals 

and middle aged men enntinu- destroy their businesses. His view was supported by a draconian measure most of the drink-dn- 

ing to drink and drive. Neil Hammans. landlord of Mike Ripley, of the Bowers and shut down rural p _ hjind . ^ ^ths are already well over 

While the police and doctors The Fox, a !6th century hostel- Licensed Retailers Association, still have a c £ u P le ° „ .h e present limit. They will not 


lUOml of blood (about two 
pirns of beer) to 50 mg - the 
equivalent of about one pint, 
one unit of spirits or two glass- 
es or wine. Breaching the low- 
er limit would "also be 
punishable with a minimum 12 
month ban. It is estimated that 
lowering the limit could save 
about 50 lives a year - about a 
tenth of the current drink-re- 
lated death toll. 

An alternative is to give dri- 
vers caught at the higher 80mg 
a longer ban. but this looks un- 
likely. Instead more motorists 
who repeatedly offend or who 
have been drinking excessively 

- about half the people con- 
victed are over twice ihe limit 

- would have stiffer penalties 
with a maximum of six months 
in jail. 

The consultative document. 
“Combating Drink Driving: 
Next Steps", says that if a mo- 
torist has drunk between 5l)mg 
and SOrag, which is currently le- 
gal, they are up to 2.5 times 
more likely to be involved in an 
accident than if they were sober. 

There were about 3.600 road 
deaths in Britain compared to 
around S50 homicides, says the 
document. 


The gradual drop in road ae- Netherlands. Belgium, Greece 
cidenLs appears to have levelled and Finland, landlords in rural 


are in favour of reducing the 
limit to match France, the 


ry in the village of Denchworth. who said: “Lowering the limit 
Oxfordshire, said: “It's bound would be a disaster for country 


still have a couple of shandies 

who said: -UmL-ring the limit be stopped by a lower lhmL" 


e? . The Oiancelicrr is under 
pressure from the Rcyal Com- 
mission on Environmental , 
Pollution to raise petrol duly 
by at least 9 per cent above in- 
flation, adding 37p to a gallon 

of unleaded pepoL 

The Commission’s report 
last September called for a 
“concerted campaign to 
change public attitudes to 
cars” and measures to doa- 
ble the price of motor fuel in 
real terms by 2005. 

The Chancellor is also 
expected to raise the road lax 

by £5 to £155. 

— Colin Brown 






The perfect 


ar : 


DAILY POEM 


The Language Issue 

By Nuala Ni Dhomhnaill 

(translated from the Irish by Paul Muldoon) 


I place my hope on the water 
in this Hole boat 

of the language, the way a body might put 
an in fant 

in a basket of intertwined 
iris leaves, 

its underside proofed 
with bitumen and pitch, 

then set the whole thing dow amidst 
the sedge 

and bullrushes by the edge 
of a river 

only to have it borne hither and thither, 
not knowing where it might end up; 
in the lap, perhaps, 
of some Pharaoh 's daughter. 

Our Daily Poems today and tomorrow come from the latest 
batch of Pdems on the Underground, which will appear in Lon- 
don Tube carriages from ihis week. The seventh edition of the 
Poems on the Underground anthology will soon be published 
in paperback by Cassell (£4.99). This poem first appeared m 
Nuala Nf Dhomhnaill’s Phamah’s Daughter (The Gallery Press ). 
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I shrunk the , 
car insurance! 

Call the Motor Insurance Hotline now 
to see if you can shrink yours. 

0345 123 111 

Please quote ref. NPA 


Hill House Hammond 

branches nationwide 


Low cost ? 

Full cover ? 


YES! m 

Mm 


0800 77 99 55 


Prime Health 


Pay Jess for quality 
health insurance. 
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iCT £ 5 tad ... ••• •• 

The Nokia 6110 is Nokia's smallest and lightest phone yet, offering outstanding operating tiihes and a perfect combination 
of state of the art features in a stylish and sleek design. Owning one is like having a personal assistant wherever you go and 
the Profile function allows you to adjust the phone to suit your environment and lifestyle. But it's 
also designed for fun; the Nokia 6110 includes three games. Ifs everything you want in a mobile phone plus 
a few extras you might not expect The Nokia 6110 is the perfect package. Cali 0990 003110 today for a leaflet 


NOKIA 

Connecting People 


IMii k i nfhttftd mflewrt of Cwfontto". Wwi 
CbariaklClISl UoWt Nhw* LSi, M *1*8 fMefved. 


www.noJda.com 
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The sister of 
mercy who 
sees hope in 
murderer’s 
execution 


Sister Helen Prejean has 
little hope that Karla 
Faye Tucker, the Texas 
death row inmate 
scheduled for execution 
today, will be spared. 

But, as she tells our 
correspondent, she 
hopes that her death will 
do some good by forcing 
Americans to think 
more deeply about the 
death penalty. 

Silting at her desk in her tiny 
New Orleans home. Sister He- 
len Prejcan fingers a photo- 
graph that she fully expects to 
bring her deep sadness, and not 
a little anger, in the hours 
ahead. The picture is of her with 
the face of an attractive young 
woman resting on her shoulder 
smiling at the camera. 

The other woman is Karla 
Faye Tucker, the murder con- 
vict who at 6pm. local time, is 
almost certain to be dispatched 
to her death by the state of 
Texas as punishment for a 
heinous double murder that she 
and a former boyfriend com- 
mitted in Houston in 1983. 

Tueker, 38, has never tried 
to deny the crime, which was 
committed with a hammer and 
a pickaxe. She has, however, 
been asking for clemency, a re- 
quest that was yesterday unan- 
imously rejected by the Texas 
Board of Pardons and Paroles 
- leaving her just one last 
chance, the appeal that she 


has before the United States 
Supreme Court 

The two women met at 
Gatesvflle prison, which hous- 
es Texas's death raw inmates, 
two months ago. Last week, 
while on a speaking visit to Alas- 
ka, Sister Helen sent what she 
knew would be her last words 
to her in a postcard, with husky 
dogs pulling a sled on the fronL 

Sister Helen's message to 
Tucker was brief. “I just 
thanked her, thanked her for 
her life and thanked her for who 
she was." 

These were more than 
words of spiritual comfort the 
gratitude was genuine. Sister 
Helen, who in 14 years has be- 
come the US's best-know voice 
against capital p unishme nt, be- 
lieves thaL the case of Karla 
Faye Tucker, more than any oth- 
er since the US Supreme Court 
reinstituted the death chamber 
in 1976, will force people to 
think more seriously about 
state-sponsored killing. 

Sister Helen has done more 
than anyone to get that process 
of reflection started. She is the 
nun who wrote the book Dead 
Man Walking, which three years 
ago was made into a hit film of 
the same name starring Susan 
Sarandon, as Sister Helen, and 
Sean Penn as a convict who is 
sent to the death chamber. 

“What makes the death 
penalty possible is the ncm-iden- 
tification of people; the ab- 
straction, the removing of them. 
We don’t see their faces. We de- 
humanise them like in any mil- 
itary operation". 

But with Tucker, we know 


PRISONERS EXECUTED SINCE REINTRODUCTION OF THE DEATH PENALTY IN 197 7 


H Hanging 
IB Bring squad 

(©) No death penalty statute 



her story, because she has told 
it to countless interviewers, on 
CNN's Larry King and on the 
60 Minutes programme. It is the 
stoiy of a woman who admits 
to what she did 
but who has 
found God and 
now gives 
Christian 
counselling to 
others. 

It has been 
a redemption 
that has convinced not just Sis- 
ter Helen but even the conser- 
vative tele-evangelist, Pat 
Robertson, a supporter of the 
death penalty. 

"Karla has been in front of 
the whole nation," the Sister 
explains, “and you're looking 
into the face of someone who 
is beautiful, reflective, obvi- 
ously loving and so she poses 


the moral question for us in a 
way that we have never had be- 
fore. Yes, she’s guilty, but 
will we only define her, will 
we freeze-frame her, in this 

worst act of 

her life.” 

Therein 
lies a truth 
about the 
death penalty 
that the sister 
hopes Ameri- 
cans will be- 
gin to ponder. 

“What they are saying is we 
don't care what you say, we’re 
freeze-framing you in this act 
of murder. And then we freeze- 
frame ourselves as a society. 
And that’s really an act of de- 
spair.” Sister Helen said. 

"Karla Faye exemplifies this 
important thing: human be- 
ings are more than the worst 


thing we do in our fives. She ex- 
emplifies that in such a dramatic 
way. It’s the transcendence in 
a person." 

That Tucker would be sent 
to die by the Governor of Texas 
- and presidential aspirant - 
George Bush has never been in 
doubt in the sister’s mind. Be- 
cause to spare her would be to 
expose that absurdity at the 
heart of the death penalty 
process; that redemption sim- 
ply does not matter. 

"If they acknowledge ’guilty 
but redeemed’ as a new cate- 
gory, well then, the whole thing 
would come apart, because the 
whole thing is predicated on 
this: that that act of your life is 
what we are going to punish you 
for, never mind what else has 
happened in your life". 

But Sister Heten. who will 
meet the British Prime Minis- 


BY DAVID 
USBORNE 


ter's wife, Cberie Blair, at a US 
Supreme Court ceremony in 
Washington this weekend, has 
confidence at least that Tuck- 
er is facing death at ease with 
hereell 

"She has a great freedom in 
her soul and if they kill her, she 
is going to be the freest one in 
that room. She trusts that God 
has forgiven her and will be 
waiting for. She will die a free 
woman. I have no doubt about 
that," she said. 

Tucker, indeed, has told Sis- 
ter Helen that she is not afraid 
to die. She is frightened about 
losing her dignity, though, be- 
cause she has a bladder control 
problem that may defeat her to- 
wards the end this evening. "I 
guess she is not scared to die, 
but she doesn't want to wet her 
pants in the process,” the sis- 
ter saii 



Sister Helen Prejean: Feels gratitude towards Karfa Tucker 
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French get peek at all the presidents’ women 


ky shattqredTntlT^ ° f P ° ,itidans 

nating pi ^ ! nt ° a hun ^d fa5 Ci . 
Mine Marian n e e ^ erday The mag “ 

Priggish ^ ,mtatedb y 

fej^^^^es.Uwou.d 

!d M ^ a X°. d0abtmthiSP '^ 

According t0 the news magazi M 

5)111 uncon- 

enuo na j publication, not a scandal sheet 

^esideoi Chirac’s exira-marila] conquest 
have included the Italian actress. Claudia 

Giscard SSSfi 

affair while president, with, an^others 
theactress ^Kia Kristei (who madc he ; 

E“L“ “? erotic d «* Emmanuelle). 
Francois Mitterrand’s activities were too 
numerous ,° list in full but included an af- 
fan- wrth the singer Dali da. Georges Pom- 
pidou had an illegitimate son. 

The magazine says ail these facts - and 
more - were common knowledge at the 
Ume but never written about openly in the 
French press. This was partly from fear of 
prosecution under French privacy laws 
(Marianne is deliberately courting this 
risk). But there is also a long-standing jour- 
nalistic convention that it is “healthier” and 
more “adult” to ignore such things. 

In France, much scorn has been poured 
on the American media for its pursuit of 
the last titillating detail of the Monica 
Lewinsky affair (although the French press 
has found it necessary to publish most of 
the details themselves). 

Marianne says that, at heart, it agrees 
it is often healthier not to dwell on the pri- 
vate lives of public figures. It points out, 
however, that the traditional attitude of the 
French press frequently serves politicians 
better than the public. On several occasions, 
political-sexual affairs have become en- 
tangled with political or financial scandals 
which have been ignored because of the 
taboo on the exploration of private lives. 

A classic example, the magazine says, 
is the career of the former foreign minis- 
ter, Roland Dumas, whose role in Jack- 
hacks on state contracts is being investigated 
by two judges. As part of the investigation, 
Christine Deviers-Joncour, usually de- 
scribed in the press as an associate of Mr 




Affairs of state: Jacques Chirac 
(above) had an affair with Claudia 
Cardinale (right), while Sylvia Kristei 
(left) was among Valery Giscard 
D'Estaing's conquests 

Photographs; Mike Moore, David Gadd 




Dumas - actually his mistress - has been 
arrested on suspicion of receiving £6m in 

illegal co mmis sions. 

Marianne says the silence of the French 
press has allowed politicians to parade their 
virtue and attachment to family values, 
while living energetically immoral private 
lives. Throughout French histoiy, there are 
events that have to be explained, roman- 
tically or sexually. For instance. Marshall 
Petain was taken into the French govern- 
ment in 1939 because the mistress of the 
prime minister, Paul Reynaud, insisted that 


he should be. Equally, says Marianne. there 
are many events in contemporary public 
life which can only be explained by open- 
ing the bedroom door. 

The magazine gives a brief six-page sur- 
vey of the liaisons nol-prcviously Jan- 
gereuses which have enlivened the secret 
histoiy of the Fifth Republic since 1958. 
President Charles de Gaulle was irre- 
proachable (though possibly qoi during the 
war). At the instigation of his wife, anyone 
known to be an adulterer was excluded from 
his governments. (De Gaulle, personally. 


look a more relaxed view. Meeiing an am- 
bassador recalled from Moscow after an af- 
fair with a KGB stooge, the general simply 
said: “So, you’ve been in bed”) 

Pompidou’s activities were legendary but 
limited by ill-hcalth while in the Etysde 
Palace. Giscard d’Eslaing was rumoured 
lo have many mistresses but this was 
probably exaggerated, Marianne says. He 
did, however, have a taste for young ac- 
tresses who were approached by one of his 
officials and entertained m a country inn 
called Le Pctii Coq aux Champ ( the little 


cock in the fields). Mitterrand's tang-stand- 
ing affairs, and his illegitimate daughter, 
Maserine, WERE revealed toward the end 
of his life (to general indignation and fas- 
cination). But Marianne says that this was 
only a taste of the general atmosphere of 
“liberated morals”, often linked with 
financial chicanery, which surrounded the 
Elysde under Mitterrand. Relative probity 

has been restored under Mr Chirac, but the 

magazine says that earlier in his career he 
was bugged by French security sendees dur- 
ing an affair with a Soviet air hostess. 


Lewinsky 
heads for 
sanctuary 

Monica Lewinsky, the 24 -year-old al- 
leged to have had a sexual relationship 
with President Bill Clinton, was prepar- 
ing to leave Washington for her home 
in California yesterday, in an attempt 
to regain some privacy. She had been 
a virtual prisoner in her mother s city 
flat at the Watergate since claims 
about her and the President first 
broke almost two weeks ago. 

After more than a week of turmoil 
, Mr Clinton’s political position also 
looked much stronger. Riding high in 
the opinion polls, his approval rating 
for his performance as president 
reached a record 70 per cent over the 
weekend, a figure that exceeded even 
Ronald Reagan’s best rating. This was 
despite the fact that more than 60 per 
cent of those asked also believed that 
Mr Clinton bad probably lied about his 
relationship with Ms Lewinsky. 

The capacity of Americans to praise 
Mr Ointoo as president on the one hand, 

while also believing that he has been less 

than truthful betrayed an unexpected 
willingness on their part to forgive per- 
sonal flaws in return for admin i s trative 
competence and was ascribed in part at 
least to the flourishing economy. But it 
also underlined the fact that Americans 
by and large like Mr Clinton. 

While commentators yesterday 
tended to agree that the crisis for Mr 
Clinton had passed, they also stressed 
the fr agili ty that could accompany the 
remaining three years of his presiden- 
cy. He has still given no explanation of 
hus relationship with Ms Lewinsky. 

Hfflai y Clinton said in interviews last 
week that details of the relationship 
would be revealed in time. As long as 
the polls remain favourable, however, 
there will be minim al pressure on Mr 
Clinton to say any more. More risky for 
him is the continuing silence not just 
of Ms Lewinsky, but of the dozen or 
so women he was questioned about in 
the sworn evidence he gave to lawyers 
in the POula Jones case. If any of them 
were to produce evidence that a sexu- 
al relationship existed, he will find him- 
self on the wrong side of the perjury 
law. And if Ms Lewinsky changes her 
story to admit a sexual liaison, and has 
proof, Mr din ton’s televised denial will 
be used agains t him: not only in the 
court of law, but in the court of pub- 
lic opinion that has so far saved him. 

— Mary Dqevsky, Washington 




. i ■ .. 

•VrC-'.-V. 


! THE INDEPENDENT . 

,:/*• s ‘- : -..is*;-. 

£10 Conran lunch 

The Independent and lndependent on Sunday in association with Terence Conran are 
delighted to offer readers the opportunity to enjoy lunch or early evening supper at 
six of London’s top restaurants throughout January and February for £10 

From Monday January 5th until Saturday February 28th, the following 
establishments are offering readers a two course lunch or early evening supper for 
* v • just £10 per person. 

. How to Book 

To participate in the offer, simply collect one token (tokens wjll.be printed every day until Sat- 
urcfey February 2BthV and then telephone the restaurant of your choice quoting yourself as an 
independent diner; Ori your arrival at the restaurant you should present your token in order 
to qSdify for th&offcirEach token is valid for a complete table booking The tokens will be 
valid for one week ordyi and will be dated accordingly. To continue to participate in the offer, 
simpty collect' a tol^ from the Week in which you wish to dme. Pre-booking ts essential and 
w> - ; .' •••••> . ‘ • dl&oojtings are subject to availabjfity. 
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on selected -items in the Bluebird and Le Pont de la. Tour shops 
^ on presentation of the token. 




BLUEBIRD 


IY10ZZO 


Q 

QUAGLINO'S 


ZINC 

BAR* GRILL 
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Name 



ThkvoodW 


. The Independent offer is available at the 

- following nestaurantst 

- Bluebird 350 King's Road. Loncksn, SW3 5UU 

. -0171 559 1000 . ' 

. lunch I 2noon - 3pm, -early evening supper 6pm - 7pm 

- Blue Print Cafe The Desi^ Museum. 28 Shad Thames. London. SEI 
2YE 

.--0171 378 7031 

lunch 1 2noon - 3pm. early evening supper 6pm -7pm 

Le Pont de {a Tour Bar & Grill 36d Shad Thames. London. SE I 2YE 

' 0171 403 8403 • 

lunch ITnobn ; 3pm. .ear*/ eventag supper 6pm -7pm 

" ..Mezzo 100 Vterdour'Stripst - ij(SAdpi> 

. - 0171 .3144000 : • _ • ' 

- Lunch l2noon -3pm, early e«rangsuppej6pm-7pm • . 

' ‘closed Saturday lunchtime; open Sunday 12pm - 4pm . . - 

Quaglino's 16 Bury Street, St James's. London. WVIY6AI . 

\ tundi^l^JOon^-"3prni garlyeveryrig supper 5!30pm - 6.30pm' . .. 

Zinc Bar & Grill 21 Heddon Street. lontton,WIR7LF ; 

Tte'sSj 8 ? course menu is **&&& between 7pm 

and Wfednesday Hie offer s.erfendcd until II pm* 

. T^LnapmorSunda, Ofer «»*!**. 6pm enfebna* 14 . 


YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR' OTHER SECURED O 

Midland's mortgages are subject .o security and status. A charge will be taken over foe property and appropmrte Irle X 

0BO0 494 999. lines open 9am-8pm Mon-Fri. Calls may be recorded and monitored for senna quality purposes. Mfdian^ Bank ^plc is regulated by 
Personal Investment Authority and only advises on its own life assurance, pensions and unit trusts. CE/87 Member hs.bc umup 


We heard you wanted ... 


guides to make 
home buying easier* 



Call for details 


<z> 

Midland 


Buying a home can feel like the most stressful 
thing you'll ever do. Midland's new guides take 
you through the whole process (one is written 
especially for first time buyers). They explain the 
essentials dearly and concisely - like how to 
calculate how much you can borrow and what 


H 


The Listening Bank 

insurances you need to consider. | 

For more detailed advice, you can talk to a I 

l 

M 


Call 0800 100 129 


www.mfdIandbanK.com 


mortgage specialist at any Midland Bank branch. 



For your free home buying guide, complete and return the coupon to: Midland Bank pic, 
FREEPOST NWW 1502. Manchester M45 9AZ. 


Mr/Ms/M rs/Miss/Ot her (please specify) 


Initials 


Surname 


House name/number 


Street 


Town 


County 


Daytime tel no fine. STD) 


Postcode nrm i_um 


Evening tel no fine. STD) 


MV26 


or art the coupon. 


M 

■/-I 


Are you looking lo move before Eastq ? i D Yes £J Mo. Are you a first time buyer? O Yes No. Are you a Midland customer? □ Yes □ No. 

II so please supply your sort code IjM] QQ DD I would like to be contacted by a Midland mortgage specialist. C Are you happy to receive information 
from Midland in foe future? □ Yes □ No. 
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US holds key 
to easing of 
Iraq oil bar 


Kofi Annan, the UN 
Secretary-General, has a 
plan to relax sanctions 
against Iraq. Baghdad 
would be allowed to 
increase the value of its ■ 
oil exports to $5.2 bn 
over six months. But, 
Patrick Cockbum explains, 
the proposal is not quite 
what it seems. 


It is more than just an increase 
in oil exports for humanitarian 
purposes. What Mr Annan is 
proposing - doubling Iraqi oil 
revenues from S2bn to $5.2bn 
~ is the most significant relax- 


ation in sanctions since they 
were introduced eight years 
ago after Iraq invaded Kuwait 

At the time, Iraq was ex- 
porting 3 million barrels a day. 
Under Mr Annan's plan, ex- 
ports would have to rise to 
2 million barrels a day to pro- 
duce $5.2bn. “It is tantamount 
to a partial lifting of sanc- 
tions," said Mebdi Vhra. di- 
rector of oQ and gas research 
at Dresdner, Kleinwort Benson 
in London. He doubted the UN 
Security Council would imple- 
ment Mr Annan's plan in full. 

But in Lisbon yesterday Bill 
Richardson, US ambassador 
to the UN, sai d: “The US will 
support the increase.'’ Britain 
also said it welcomed the re- 



Ufa goes om Central 
Baghdad last week 
shortly before the end of 
the Ramadan month 
of fasting 




port pointing that it had helped 
initiate the otl-for-fbod pro- 
gramme for Iraq three years 
ago. In theory Iraq will there- 
fore return to two-thirds of its 
export level before it invaded 
Kuwait, a prospect which ted to 
a sharp slide in oil prices yes- 
terday. A problem is that for the 


moment there is no way the 
Iraqi oil industry can produce 
and export the amount of ofl 
necessary to produce revenues 
of $5-2bn. It was badly damaged 
by bombing in the Gulf War. In 
northern Iraq a pum ping station 
on the 600-mile pipeline link- 
ing Kirkuk to Dortyol, on 


Turkey’s Mediterranean coast, 
was almost destroyed. Iraq 
built a bypass but export ca- 
pacity was reduced by a third. 
A second pumping station on 
the main north-south pipeline 
was also damaged. 

The US has so far prevent- 
ed Iraq, through the UN sanc- 


tions committee, importing 
equipment forks oil industry to 
raise production. It has argued 
that this might benefit the Iraqi 
military machine. Iraq uses 
600,000 barrels a day of crude 
o3 at home, including o3 ex- 
ports to Jordan and diesel 
smuggled into TUrkey, which it 



L ,« , „ . : ■ • - 


v , :%s.- .. 





» :r . ■****-■■ ' v&£Js5F ? ** -■ 





WANT TO CHANGE YOUR SCENERY? 
TEST DRIVE THE RENAULT SCENIC. 


Here’s your chance to win a great multi-activiry 
holiday — just by taking a drive in the Multi 
Activity Car! 

With its folly removable seats and wealth of 
ingenious siorage areas, the acclaimed new Renault 
Scenic is the most original, versatile and adaptable 
medium sized hatchback around. 

Now there’s even better news. Test 
drive the Scenic before February 28th, 


and your name will go into a prize draw. The prize? 
A holiday for four in the beautiful Cumbrian setting 
of the Oasis Lakeland Forest Village. 


iaSMESi 

MEGE 


Amid 400 glorious acres, the lucky winner - 
plus family or friends — will' have a week to 
remember, enjoying everything from abseiling, 
canoeing and dinghy sailing to resta warns, discos 
and beauty treatments. And to top it all, there’ll 
even be a Scenic to drive for the week. 


Ten runners-up will each receive a luxury picnic 
hamper. So don’t hang about Arrange to take a test drive 
in the new Renault Scenic now. With prices starring 
at just £12,995 on the road, and the superb Renault 
freeways* offers still available, you won’t believe how 
easy it is to change your scenery. 

For more information about Z/^ 

ihe prize draw, or your nearest vm 

Renault Dealer call 0800525150. RENAULT 


WIN A FREE FAMILY HOLIDAY 
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cannot divert. This means that 
without US agreement to allow 
it to repair its oil industry, it will 
be unable to benefit folly from 
Mr Annan's plan. 

The UN Security Council is 
expected to rule on the ex- 
panded oti-for-food plan in 
two weeks and it could be im- 


plemented next month if Iraq 

agrees to k. But this may be de- 
layed by bombing threatened by 
the US and Britain. 

At the weekend Madeleine 
Albright, US Secretary of State, 
said airs trikes were weeks 
rather than months away. Iraq 
has always said it wants sanc- 
tions totally lifted. The Securi- 
ty Council insists they stay until 
Iraq complies with UN resolu- 
tions about the inspection and 
destruction of its biological, 
c hem fr? 1 and nuclear materials 
and the missiles to deliver 
them. In practice, if Iraq is al- 
lowed to repair its oil industry. 
Mr Annan's plan would make 
a large hole in the economic 
siege of Baghdad. 


Bunker mentality 
as UK prepares 
for Gulf War II 


If Britain is plunged into 
Gulf War II, Its forces 
will be directed from a 
300ft-deep bunker in 
London^ suburbia. 

Ion Burrell went below 
ground to observe the 
preparations. 


Beneath a 20ft screen showing 
pictures from CNN, military 
chiefs scuttled between com- 
puter terminals swapping details 
of latest developments in the 
Gulf. As each day passes with- 
out a diplomatic solution to the 
Iraq crisis, so the likelihood in- 
creases that the bunker near 
Pinner, in the suburbs of north- 
west London, will switch to a 
war footing. 

Yesterday, as a British naval 
task group continued to exer- 
cise in Gulf waters, military 
chiefs who run the bunker, of- 
ficially known as Permanent 
Joint Headquarters, North- 
wood, admitted Britain's part in 
any conflict would be margin- 
al. An Army source said: “The 
Americans’ combined power re- 
alty is ... formidable; it’s real- 
ly quite impressive. Our ability 
to contribute to that force is rel- 
atively limited." ' 

He conceded the US forces 
did not need British support. 
“The [Americans] have the 
power and capability to do 
whatever they have in mind on 
their own. [Britain’s] military 
contribution is second to the po- 
litical contribution we are mak- 
ing in this area." 

Yesterday it emerged that 
the British force already in the 
Gulf has not been inoculated 
against chemical and biological 
weapons, despite American 
and British concern that Iraq 
possesses such weapons. The 
vaccines given British and US 
forces in the 1991 war have been 
linked with debilitating illness- 
es suffered by many veterans of 
the conflict 

The task group exercising in 
the Gulf in Operation Bolton 
is based around the carrier 
HMS Invincible, which has 21 
( aircraft aboard. A second car- 
rier, HMS Illustrious, is under- 
going final preparations in 
Gibraltar before heading for the 
Gulf to support or replace In- 


vincible. On 20 January the 
Chief of Defence Staff, General 
Sir Charles Guthrie, sent a di- 
rective to the Northwood 
bunker, where it was received 
by the Chief of Joint Opera- 
tions, General Christopher 
Wallace. The directive laid 
down what Britain hoped to 
achieve by Operation Bolton. 
An Army 9ource said; “The aim 
is to get the UNSCOM in- 
spectors back into Iraq and to 
give [Iraq] a dean bill of health 
that it has no nuclear or other 
weapons of mass destruction in 
its armoury." 

The directive also gave Gen 
Wallace notice of the agreed 
rules of engagement, should a 
conflict develop, and the forces 
and budget at his disposal. 

The operation has so far cost 
£10m but the expense could es- 
calate if Britain uses its Joint 
Rapid Deployment Force, 
whichis on 48 hours' notice to 
leave for the Gulf. The force is 
based on the Parachute and 
Commando brigades and has 
air and Daval support. 

While emphasising that they 
preferred a diplomatic solution 
to the crisis, military chiefs 
have identified three areas 
where British forces could 
make a significan t contribution. 

They involve taking pho- 
tographs from the air for use in 
bombing missions, tak i n g part 
in armoured reconnaissance 
operations on the ground, and 
deploying mines at sea. 

Gen Wallace would oversee 
any conflict from a gallery 
which overlooks the Opera- 
tions Room at the pit of the 
Northwood bunker, which be- 
came operational in 19% after 
Nato staff abandoned it at the 
end of the Cold Wfer. 

From his seat at the head of 
a conference table can see a 
bank of television screens which 
connect him via video confer- 
encing links to other bunkers 
that will come into action if a 
conflict develops. One is be- 
neath the Ministry of Defence 
in Whitehall, another is at 
Strike Command in High 
Wycombe and, most impor- 
tantly of alL he can have face- 
to-face contact with General 
Anthony Zinni, his American 
counterpart at US Central 
Command in Tampa, Florida, 


Pay off your existing loans 
with one simple low cost loan 
from Direct Line. 


You’D have fixrd, low monthly payments throughout the 
term of the loan. 

No arrangement fee or complicated 
paper work. 

No security or deposit required. 

Call now for an instant decision on ^ * 

loans from £1.000 to £15,000. 


1 


0181 680 9966 0161 831 9966 0141 248 9966 


LONDON 


MANCHESTER 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 
9am to 5pm Saturday. 
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Ar thui* c Clarke 

y**rt*r d 6nied a 

newspaper claim ^ 

is a peedophite. 

^ ashed 

tbath,sl <nigl>thood 

Wmon » be postponed 

^^bce Charles. Pster 
ropham reports. 

assess 

■gsweg 

Ssssss 5 


C Clarke postpones knighthood after sex claims 


Age yesterday, as ihe i m - 

^^ he5 ^-'Wssio- 

slowly sank , n to ^is , 

co^rofth^ohalvil!^ 
On Sunday the newspaper 
** red Clarks .o be TS 
^!^P a ^ophil e . He was 

a > d a ? ra ' lli "e “ “»■<*. and 

* , Lankan “friend’- head of 
affairs al .he Sri 
Cank an Br oadcasting Cbmpa- 
py- alleged that Clarke 
“"■Hg set With boys "a few 

mmths ago". Clarke claimed be 
“ad not been sexually acdve for 

aj years. 

Yesterday it was announced 
P* he had requested the con- 
lennent of his knighthood to be 
Postponed, to avoid embar- 
rasan g p nnce Charles. The 
request was accepted. The 


ceremony was due to he 
performed at the British High 
Commission tomorrow. Clarke 
was also su'd to be discussing 
Ihe Mirror's story with his 
lawyers. 

In Sri Lanka, even the 
astrophysicist operates at a 
sedate, pre-modern pace, so 36 
hours after the Mirror's story 
broke it was my painful duly to 
bring it to the attention of ihe 
director of the institute that 
beats Clarke's name. Professor 
Sam Karunaratne was visibly 
stunned. 

“I can't even believe that a 
person of the calibre of Dr 
Clarke would be descending to 
Utings of this nature,” he said. 
“It’s unimaginable... People 
are going to be, what do you say. 


Australia maps 
0 out its route 
to new republic 


flahliergasted about this. If I 
were in Ills place I would have 
committed suicide!" 

I also showed the story to Sri 
Lanka's most energetic cam- 
paigner against paedophilia. 
Maureen Scncviratnc, who was 
equally appalled. "We've always 
considered him to be gay,” she 
said. “Jt was the general 
opinion in the country that he 
was gay- but a paedophile... it's 
beyond my comprehension. 

“He is one of the people that 
nobody could touch. A highly 
reputed figure, very influential. 
This will be a shock to many 
people.” 

The allegations against 
Clarke are so serious because 
they appear to connect with the 
seedier aspects of foreign 


involvement with Sri Lanka. 
Elsewhere in Asia paedophilia 
means sex tourism. In Sri Lan- 
ka the established pattern is lor 
wealthy Europeans to come 
into the eountiy posing - and 
even performing - as busi- 
nessmen or philanthropists. 
They set up homes close to the 
idyllic west or south coast 
hcaches, and also dose to com- 
munities of impoverished for- 
mer fishermen. They then win 
the trust of local boys and be- 
gin abusing them, paying them 
tiny sums of money in return. 

A German man is serving a 
two year sentence and two other 
cases are going through the 
courts, and up to IDO suspected 
paedophiles are deponed every 

year. Ms Scncvini inc's organisa- 


tion Peace (Protecting Environ- 
ment And CMdriin Everywhere) 

belk^cs that as many as 70X) chil- 
dren are involved in the trade at 
any one time. “Previous gpyem* 
ments didn't even look into it, be- 
cause all they were concerned 

about was tourism,” said Ms 
Scneviratne. . 

“When we began working on 
the problem six ytaus ago peo- 
ple thought the foreign pae- 
dophile was a wonderful feiiy 
godfather giving out presents - 
so why were we rocking the boat? 
People were only outraged when 
the facts were brought to light." 

The government of Presi- 
dent Chandrika Kumaratunga 
has now taken Peace’s research 
to heart and a Presidential 
Tack Force is investigating. 


Clarke has indeed been a 
wonderful fehy godfiadier for Sn 
Lanka. He set up the Arthur 
Clarke Centre for Modem 
Technologies 15 yeare ago with 

the money he received with a 

Marconi International ftllcw- 
ship, and in a country that is stfll 

in many cases crushingly poor 



to the centre, anu 

eraritywith his contacts, many 
Sri I i? n t fan scientists punch 
well above their nation's weight 
in research and development. 

Whatever Clarke’s past ac- 
tivities, his friends at the cen- 
tre insist that he now lives a life 

of intense respectability. “Even 
if there is an element of truth, 
says Professor Karunaratne, 
“sometimes silence is better." 



Clarke: Claimed not to be 
sexually active for 20 years 


Australia's move to ditch 
the Queen is finally 
under way. It could 
become a republic by 
the end of the 
millennium. Robert Miliiken 
reports from Sydney. 

A constitutional convention of 
152 delegates from all walks of 
life gathered in Canberra yes- 
terday to decide the nuts-and- 
bolts of how a new Australian 
. head of state will replace the 
W British monarchy which has 
been at the centre of the coun- 
try’s constitution for the past 97 
years. 

The central question of 
whether Austr alia should be- 
come a republic at ail will hard- 
ly feature at the convention. It 
seems to have been decided by 
consensus already. More than 
half the delegates are commit- 
ted republicans. They include 
politicians, church leaders, 
Aboriginal chiefs, television 
personalities, sports stars and 
household names such as Janet 
Holmes a Court, Australia’s 
most powerful businessw oman. 

Even John Howard, the 
Prime Minister, who is some- 
times described as Australia's 
“last monarchist” because of his 
staunch opposition to changing 
^ the constitution, grudgingly 
conceded, when he opened the 
two-week convention, that his- 
tory may be on tbe republicans’ 
side. He said: “In my view, tbe 
only argument in substance in 
favour of an Australian repub- 
lic is that the symbolism of Aus- 
. tralia sharing its legal bead of 
state with a number of other na- 
tions is no longer appropriate.” 

Mr Howard promised that, 
if ihe convention could agree on 
a republican model by the time 
it winds up on 13 February, the 
government would put such a 
model to the people in a ref- 
) erendum next year. If the ref- 
erendum passed, then Australia 


would become a republic in 
time for the centenary of its fed- 
eration in January 2001. 

There will be frantic horse- 
trading oyer the next fortnight, 
therefore, to make sure that such 
a model emerges. If it does not, 
the republican debate which 
has ignited Australian politics 

over the past four years will have 
counted for nothin g and the is- 
sue is likely to recede into the 
next century. As Kim Beazley, 
leader of the opposition Labor 
ffcrty, put it yesterday. “The Aus- 
tralian people did not vote for 
a train wreck at this convention, 
and they must not get one.” 

Republicans are divided on 
the key question of how a pres- 
ident should be appointed, and 
what powers the office should 
have. The Austr alian Republi- 
can Movement (ARM), the 
main republican lobby group, 
wants tbe president elected by 
a two-thirds majority of both 
houses of parliament sitting 
together, rather than by a direct 
popular vote, the overwhelming 
choice in public opinion polls. 

The ARM argues that a 
directly-elected president could 
create havoc in Australia's 
Westminster parliamentary 
system by installing a potential 
rival power base to that of the 
prime minister. The ARM and 
Mr Howard are strange bed- 
fellows on this point. The Prime 
Minister called on the conven- 
tion yesterday to reject the 
direct election model. 

Some republicans fear that 
if they do that, the whole re- 
publican issue could fall flat at 
a referendum. Opinion polls 
show that most people believe 
a former politician would get the 
job of president if it is left to par- 
liament to elect him or her. Re- 
cent opinion polls show that 52 
per cent of Australians want a 
republic, and about 35 per cent 
want to keep tbe monarchy. A 
survey a week ago by The Aus- 
tralian produced 67 per cent in 
favour of a republic. 



" Missing the action: A Palestinian boy aiming a sfingshoc at Israeli troops behind the backs of Palestinian police 
officers on the West Bank, Bethlehem, yesterday, in the fourth day of violent protests Photograph: David SHverman 


Philippines jet missing near 
volcano with 104 on board 

A Philippines DC-9 plane with 104 people on board vanished and 
an airport official said it appeared to have crashed into a volcano 
on southern Mindanao. Officials refused to acknowledge the plane 
had crashed 10 hours after it went missing; mountaineers set off 
at the 8,200ft Mt Balatucan to look for Cebu Pacific Air flight 
387. It was flying from Manila to Cagayan de Oro, 500 miles from 
the capital, when it disappeared after a stopover at central Thdoban 
city. Officials said it made its last contact when it was at 1 1,000ft 
and 37 miles from Cagayan de Oro. — Reuters; Cagayan de Oro 

Bosnia drive for normality 

International mediators unveiled common car-registration p lares 
for Bosnia, saying they hoped the neutral design would enable 
free movement across the country’s de facto ethnic boundaries. 
Jacques Klein, deputy international High Representative to Bosnia, 
said “the most talked-about” numberplate in the world had great 
significance for the country’s peace process. The car plates car- 
ry a neutral design without national or religious symbols, unlike 
those currently in use, which betray a driver's ethnicity and home 
town. — Reuters, Sarajevo 

Costa Rica goes conservative 

Costa Rican voters upset over high prices and inflation chose a 
conservative economist to be their next president. Wearing the 
red and blue of the opposition Social Christian Unity Party, rev- 
ellers hung from the sides of trucks and screamed the name of 
the winner - Miguel Angel Rodriguez. With 59 per cent of bal- 
lot boxes counted, be had 46.8 per cent of the vote, compared 
with 44.9 percent for Jose Miguel Corrales of the National lib- 
eration Party. — AP, San Jose 

Algerian forces kill 60 rebels 

Algerian security forces killed 60 rebels south of Algiers, and 17 
civilians, including a batty, were murdered elsewhere, Algerian 
newspapers said. Le Matin said 20 attackers cut the throats of 
10 villagers in the western province of TIemcen on Sunday, in- 
cluding a grandmother and the baby. Some 60 assailants slit the 
throats of four peasants as they were returning from work at vine- 
yards in the wine-producing region of Medea, 70 km from Al- 
giers. — Reuters, Rwis 

Germans find beauty in words 

Mark TVain poked fun at German, Chaplin exploited its gurgling 
inflexions in The Great Dictator , and Dutch students last year vot- 
ed it the “most uncool tongue in the world". And now h turns 
out to be banal, too. Readers of the tabloid Bild Zeitung say the 
most, beautiful German word is Gesiuidheit - health, followed by 
danke. Words that give Germans most “satisfaction” - at num- 
ber five - are “peace”, “love", “mother" and “trust”. It's a far cry 
from the Germans' favourite vocabulary earlier this century. A 
Berlin- newspaper ran a similar survey in the 1930s with differ- 
ent results. “Peace” then .did not seem all that important, and 
Germans clearly were not as prone to hypochondria as they are 
today. The crowning glory of the German language then wa sAn- 
dacht - “devotion”, followed by Derma - “humility”. FrtiJtdt - “free- 
dom” - took bronze. — Imre Korocs, Bonn 


Clinton lays ground for Gore 
win with balanced budget 


President Clinton 
proposed America's first 
budget surplus in three 
decades. Mary Dejevsky in 
Washington says if the 
sums have been done 
correctly, the 
Democrats will have a 
strong card to play in 
the next 1 presidential 
election in 2000. 

President Bill Clinton, restored 
nlmosi ter his old, 1 untroubled 
self, yesterday introduced a 
federal budget for the next fis- 
cal year that would produce the 
first balance for 30 years and a 
projected surplus for the 
decadeto follow. 

Drawing s' large nought 
against a p r ep ared dollar sign 
on a billboard beside' his 
lectern, Mr Gfinton said that his 
budget, for the 1999 fiscal year 
which, begins, this October, 
would ensure a balanced bud- 
get “not onjyoext year, but as 
far as the eye ran see". . 

The budget included 
S2516to (fl59bn) for defence 
aud an increase of about 6 per 



cent for foreign aid. The bud- 
get for foe current fiscal year, 
which was passed by Congress 
last autumn, contained the con- 
servative projection of a bal- 
anced budget by 2002 . 

The new forecast reflects the 

continuing economic boom m 
the United States - low infla- 
tion, low unemployment nstog 
incomes and high growth - 

reportedbythePreridemmb^ 

State of the Union address last 

We &lt it also reflects some 
oh rewd political calculation. A 
large proportion of the money 

^$65bn dollars over five years. 

J fpHeral sne Do- 


ing in 


1999, comes from cam- 


president Bill Clinton: 
Scored two political coups 


pensation payments provision- 
ally agreed by the big tobacco 
companies to compensate for 
the costs of treating tobacco- 
related diseases. 

That settlement has still not 
been approved by Congress 
and it could be eroded as states 
settle their tobacco claims in- 
dividually. Mr Clinton has thus 
gjven Congress, where there is 
a Republican majority keen on 
fiscal discipline, an incentive to 
approve a tobacco settlement as 
soon as possible. 

Mr Clinton's second politi- 
cal coup is to have undercut the 
Republicans on their calls for 
tax cuts, and even fundamen- 
tal tax reform- Rather than 
spend any projected budget 
surplus on reducing taxes, the 
president is insisting that the 
priority should be to ensure 
fending for federal retirement 
benefits. This answers a con- 
tinuing anxiety of many middle- 
aged Americans who fear that 
the money could run out, or be 
severely dimi nished, just as 
they reach pensionable age. 


Whissin on the rocks as Spanish 
launch the alcohol-free whisky 


Hoping to match the success 
of alcohol-frec beer and 
wine, a company in the Span- 
ish city of Granada is now of- 
fering what Scots and Irish 
may regard as the ultimate 
heresy: alcohol-free whisky. 

Made from a mixture of 
barley, maize and wheat, the 
tipple is the product of more 
than two years' research and 
tests by the family firm, Es- 
■padafor, which specialises in 
non-alcoholic substitutes. 

“Whissin”, a short form of 
“whisky sin [without] alco- 
hol”. hits Spain’s supermar- 
ket shelves on Thursday. 
Heating and pasteurising the 
mixture of grains and sugars 
prevents it from fermenting 
and aromas are added to 
give it a passable tang. 

“It is impossible to imitate 
on the palate the sensation 
produced by a drink con- 
taining 40 [per cent] alcohol. 
It has a different bouquet,” 
Domingo Carrion, a 
spokesman for the company, 
admitted. “But Whissin is a 
substitute that you can drink 
like whisky: neat, with ice or 
with mixers.” 

The company, which orig- 


inally produced wine and 
fizzy drinks, Iras been mov- 
ing into non-alcoholic sub- 
stitutes in recent years. Mr 
Carrion was convinced there 
would be a market for a 
whisky substitute, as the real 
thing is the most widely-sold 
spirit in Spain. 

“As far as we know, Lhere 
is nothing like it on the mar- 
ket at the moment,” said Mr 
Carrion. He originally want- 
ed to call the drink “Whissyn" 
but bad to bow to objections 
from whisky producers who 
considered that name too 
similar to the real thing. 

Authentic producers must 
feel their malt spirit has been 
subjected already to enough 
indignities, owing to the pro- 
liferation of Celtic-sound- 
ing whisky-based drinks. 
Some may feel that to extract 
the alcohol is going too far. 
None the less, alcohol-free 
drinks are increasingly pop- 
ular in Spain, where it is cus- 
tomaiy to spend many hours 
of the day and night drink- 
ing socially, knit where it is un- 
acceptable - and rare - for 
people to be blind drunk. 

— Elizabeth Nash, Madrid 



THE INDEPENDENT 

THREE-IN-ONE PAN " Just £29.95 plus p&p 


This muliiooofcer made of 
stainless steel, has a thermal 
base for good beat conduction 
and is suitable for use on al] £ 
beat sources except induction. 

If has a capacity of 5 litres’ 
tSVt pints). 

The muJiicocker is an inge- 
niously designed piece of 
kitchenware - once you have 
one you’ll wonder how you 
managed without h. The cen- 
tre section liner pan is perfect ^ 
for cooking and lifting pasta _ 
and vegetables and also don* J 
Wes as a handled colander. l:i!& 

Tbe top section of the pan 
be used for steaming, while ^ 
the base can be used as a gen- 
cml purpose lidded pm, or in (he oven as a cassetxde. 

At just £29 £5 plus £255 for p&p per order ihis multi- 
cooker is a bargain. 

HOWTO ORDER 

fin m the coupon and send together with cheque or postal 
ofda/s. NO CASH please to - 
THE INDEPENDENT MULTTCOOKER OFFER 

325 LONDON ROAD, WESTCLUT ON ^A.£SSEXS507BX j NAME 



MWticixAaft £2^.95 pliB EL95 pa order 


j I cockne a crossed cheque for tuddreu an back i made payable 

I tte NEWSPAPER PUBLISHING IND166 
I or debit ray Aeoeng/Ylm a cc o un t by tins wooubl My end number 


I Expiry Due. 


Signature 


For Access/Visa orders, please phone 

01702332922 

We deliver to addresses in tbe UK mainland only. Pfease 
allow np to 2S daw fordfiliveiyfinraittjeipt of order. 
Remni within 7 days for refund if nol completely satis- 
fied, Offer subject to availability. 
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Which 


airline 


partnership 


has all 


these 


awards ? 


CONTINENTAL AIRLINE! 


Best U.S. Airline Business Class 1997 
by SmartMoney Magazine 


Best Airline for Customer 
Satisfaction - Domestic Long Haul 1996 & 1997 
by Frequent Flyer Magazine/ JD’. Power <SL Associates * 


Best U.S. Frequent Flyer Programme of 
the Year and best Elite Level Programme 1997 
by InsiderFlyer Magazine 


Airline of the 'fear 1996 


by Air Transport World Magazine 


V IZGIK ATLANTIC 


Best Business Airline Transatlantic 1997 
by Business Travel World Magazine 


Best Transatlantic Airline of the Year 1997 
by Travel Weekly Magazine 


Best International Frequent Flyer Programme 1997 
by InsiderFlyer Magazine 


• Best International Airline Business Class 1997 
by SmartMoney Magazine 




virgin 

Continental _ xi . 


Airlines 


atlantic 


PARTNER S 


AfrW wa the highest ranked airline far fKfhts SOQmiksand more « waga^/J-6- fWw 

and Associates m6 & JW Domestic Airline Fmjuent Hyer SatfArtian 

frequent airline travellers completed 6JBS2 uutmdna] flight e«luaHoBJ. 
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Errol Brown: ‘If you have a good standard of living you have dignity, and that is very important* Photograph; Tom Pflscon 


‘My first miracle was that I 
suddenly became musical’ 


REVELATIONS 


The time: 1968 
The place: West Hampstead 
The man: Errol Brown of Hot 
Chocolate 


My mother had just died, and 
being an only child from a bro- 
ken family, 1 was very bruised 
from the experience. It was 
breast cancer and she had been 
sick for two years. Although the 
doctor told me she was dying, 
she kept it a secret She didn’t 
know that I knew and I didn’t 
say anything either: we kept up 
the pretence right to the end. It 
was the biggest pain 1 have ever 
had in my life. I had followed 
her here from Jamaica when I 
was 10. There was no family in 
this country except one aunt in 
StockwelJ, so I felt terribly 
alone, lb cope with the trauma, 
1 played a lot of sports and kept 
myself very busy. 

Looking back. I realise I was 
searching for something, 1 just 
didn't know what. I was 20 and 
working at the Treasury in 
Whitehall as a clerical officer. 
If a question was asked about 
war debts in Communist bloc 
countries, I would get the files 
together and write a short an- 
swer. It was an easy job because 
I’d only be called for about twice 
a year - and 1 had an assistan. 
Most of the time I was drink- 
ing tea, playing table tennis and 
dreaming of a better future. 

Although it was a good job, 
all I had to look forward to was 
becoming an executive officer 
in 10 years 7 time. . I knew I 
would never be able to afford 
a Rolls-Royce or take the hol- 
idays 1 wanted. 1 had observed 
that if you have a good standard 
of living you can have dignity 
and that is very important tu me. 
1 knew the colour issue could 
come up at this point but I prefer 
not to talk about it because it is 
too dieted - everybody isstriv- 
ing for independence and to be 
in control of their .lives. 

I sensed there was something 
else J , could do^-but ' what? 
Amazingly the answer fo ail my 
searching whs just across the 
street where I lived in Wesi 
Hampstead. Back in I96S, 


through mutual friends, I met 
Tony Wilson whose flat was al- 
most opposite mine. He was a 
musician who already bad re- 
leased a few singles. At thaL 
point, I had no ambition to be 
a songwriter and never thought 
I had any chance in the music 
industry. The only singing I 
bad ever done was as a sopra- 
no in the eburdb choir. Tony and 
I would go ten-pin bowling and 
generally hang out together. 
Round this time 1 began to get 
melodies in tnv head. Normal- 



‘lt must be tough 
for him. That one 
argument must 
have cost him 
millions of pounds* 


ly I wouldn’t take any notice of 
them; but one day when Tony 
was driving the car it happened 
again. Instead of ignoring the 
tunc, I started to hum it aloud. 
He asked me what it was. "Just 
something that popped into by 
mind.” I replied. 

Afterit had happened two or 
three times, he asked me to write 
some songs with him. 1 was 
amazed that he thought I could 
do it. However, Tike a duck 
finding water, l had discovered 
what l should be doing. That was 
the first miracle, and as my song 
says, “f believe in miracles”. I am 
very spiritual and feel in touch 
with something greater. I can’t 
. help but think (hat maybe my 
mother' had been some guid- 
ance. Or wby else would 1 sud- 
denly become so musical? 
Really it was the emotion of los- 


ing her that sparked off my writ- 
ing and provided me with a 
much needed emotional outlet 

Tbny and 1 formed Hot 
Chocolate, and 1 sat down and 
wrote new words to John 
Lennon’s “Give Peace a 
Chance”. We dernoed the song 
but being so new had no idea you 
needed permission. The gay 
that paid for the recording sent 
it to the Apple label for John’s 
approval We all laughed but four 
days later he called and said: 
“John Lennon loves it and wants 
to put it out straight away!" 

For a group of kids in West 
Hampstead the great man be- 
ing interested in them was an- 
other miracle. Although Tbny 
Wilson was the lead singer of 
Hot Chocolate, I had to sing on 
tfy; recording because he was 
soil under contract to another 
company. T told him 1 couldn't, 
but be reassured me that I 
would be OK. The record came 
out and got a lot of attention, 
it was enough for me to gam- 
ble and give up the Treasury. We 
had written a song for Herman's 
Hermits and 1 ^ discovered that 
their producer was Mickie 
MosL We took a tape of our 
songs to his office, but be didn't 
have a tape machine. We left 
without seeing him and thought 
that anyway he would never be 
interested in us. Three months 
later, I woke up with, a very 
strong feeling; I had to go and 
see Mickie that very day. He lis- 
tened to the original song 1 had 
wanted to play him bat thought 
it was only pleasant. Since our 
first visit we had written another 
song and we pur on this new 
demo and Mickie’s response 
was “Thank God I came to work 
today." The second song got us 
the deaL My third miracle. Af- 
ter a while Mickie Most want- 
ed us to write songs for 
ourselves too. Everybody 
thought that Tbny had the bet- 
ter voice; he was certainly bet- 
ter at tutting the notes arid had 
a better range. However Mick- 
ie felt that I should become the 
lead singer because I had the 
more commercial voice. I stood 
out while when Tony sung it 
sounded like several other peo- 
ple. Another twist of fete. 

Tbny and I had been ex- 


tremely dose, almost like broth- 
ers, and although he was hap- 
py that he had finally got off the 
ground with Hot Chocolate, 
he w3s probably a bit peeved 
that 1 was the singer. 1 don't 
think be ever got over that I 
have never spoken about this 
before. I was very modest and 
previously didn’t say much. We 
started arguing about what was 
a good idea for a song so de- 
cided to work separately. 
However, like Lennon and Mc- 
Cartney we credited them all as 
joint compositions and split 
the money right down the mid- 
dle. We both presented songs to 
Mickie but he kept choosing 
mine - adding to -Tony’s frus- 
tration. 1 wrote most of the Hot 
Chocolate hits and in particu- 
lar “Brother Louie” and 
“Emma" - Tbp 10 hits In Amer- 
ica and all over the world. Tony 
had started as the front man but 
ended up having to hide behind 
me. The problems got worse, 
until we had a row about a B- 
side I had written. I told him: 

“If that is the way that you feet 
I don’t think we should share 
royalties any more.” His retort 
was: “I don't want to share any- 
thing with yon anyway. ” It most 
be very tough for him now be- 
cause that song was “You Se*y 
Thing” which went on to be- 
come a standard. That one ar- 
gument must have cost him 
millions of pounds. 

Although Tony earned vast 
sums of money from my sbog?> 
he begrudged my success. Rite ■ 
meant “You sexy thing” didn’t 
go that same way too. Now TTik 
RiB Momy movie and the revival 
of “You Sexy Thing” hkte\ : 
brought me to the attention^ 
a whole new generation. I foil - 
that justice has finally been 
served; perhaps my mothe^M T 
stiUbu^mmybehaltTotyaDaf "/ 

I have lost touch. However.! 
will always be grateful to him ft? 
planting the seed and helpjfi^.-T 
me find myself. I understand*!'- ; 

frustration so I can oWloek- 
back with fondness. ' v ;2V . • 




Interview by Andrew G Manbd I 


Errol Brown's tour of the 
Marts on 20 March in Portsmtx^t 
°nd ends on 22 May in Jersey - : 







during the First World War when he wa sknown as Mad Jack by his men 


Siegfried Sassoon — mad, 
sad or heroically confused? 


To “S his anti-war poems and his 
sensational protest seem sanity . 
itself, but the Wir Office papers, 
released yesterday, said he was 
mad. What is certainly true, says 
Ross Dawes, is that he spent his 
whole life fighting his nightmares. 


The Wir Office, according to his army file 
released by the Public Record Office to- 
day, considered him “a lunatic'" . Why else 
would be have had a protest agpmst the war 
read out in the Commons? His men called 
him Mad Jack, because of his recklessness 
in the trenches, where he was recommended 
for a Victoria Cross. Wilfred Owen and Ed- 
mund Blunden who went through the 
same fire, called him master-poet, patron 
and above all. friend. 

Whatever you may think of the Whr Of- 
fice’s' description, he certainly was a man 
of deep ambiguities. Debate about his at- 
titudes, his sexuality, and what he intend- 
ed in some of his tar poems, remains 
unresolved. ' 

But “friend” is how generations of 
people trying to make sense of the British 
experience the Great War of 1914-1918 have 
seen Siegfried Sassoon ever since. There 
are his poems, but above all there is The 
Complete Memoirs of George Sherston, 
Sassoon's trilogy of fictionalised autobi- 
ography, which is the first stop for many 
readers on- their search to understand 
what soldiers had to put up with, and how 
and why they stood iL Sassooa himself never 
really worked that one out, and he was still 
trying when he died, aged 81,31 years ago. 

With a name like Siegfried you might 
have expected this man to be on the other 
side during the Great War. He was thus 
named by his mother, a Wagner lover. He 
was tbemost “English” of men, his passions 
in life before the war cricket, fox-hunting 
an d wri ting poems about not much else. 

Yet Sassoon comes down to us today as 
the man who dared to protest against the 
war, and with a little help from his friends, 
nota^lrisfeik»H?ffioer in the Royal Wfelsh 
FusOiers, Robert Graves, to get away with 
iL There ^sn be no doubt that by the mid- 
dle-point ofthe war many soldiers on both 
sides had come to fed that the fighting was 


being prolonged needlessly. Generals far 
V away from the fighting were combining with 
windbags in Parliament and moneybags out 
of it to fight it out to the last man in the 
trenches, or so it seemed to the men in the 
mud. The deference is that Sassoon said 
so, not later but at the time. He did so to 
the horror of the like-minded Graves who 
was frightened that if Sassoon went on in 
tills vein the British would now accomplish 
what the Germans had so far failed to do, 
which was to bump Sassoon off 

This is the Sassoon that crops up in an- 
other trilogy, Pat Barker's Regeneration 
(Viking) which appeared between 1991 and 
1996, and in the current film of the same 
name. Sassoon famously met and be- 
friended Wilfred Owen in the Craiglock- 
hart sanatorium, where Sassoon had been 
sent after his protest, and encouraged Owen 
to write the poems that, with Sassoon's, for 
many people define the years 1914-1918. 

Others feel differently. To Adrian Cae- 
sar, an academic, much of the Sassoon's war 
writing “angry, violent and sado-masochis- 
tic.” In evidence, Caesar his study of the 
war poets Ihkmg it like a man, Ccasar 
quotes Sassoon's poem Peace’. 

In my heart there's cruel m or that 
must be waged 

In darkness tile ttith moans and 
bleeding bodies maimed; 

A gnawing hunger dm-es me, wild 
to be assuaged. 

And bitter lust chuckles nithin me 
unashamed. 

Censor's Sassoon wanted the Germans 
to bump hfm off. His Sassoon was involved 
in “a vicious circle of anger and guilt” over 
his homosexuality, from which the only es- 
cape was death. The peace protest, like the 
Haring in battle, was to invite another self- 
martyrdom. When neither the Germans nor 
the British oblige, Caesar argues, Sassoon 
spent the rest of his life trying to make his 
experience manageable. 

There is no end of Sassoons and books 
about Sassoons. Ironically, the one many 
people would like to read will never be writ- 
ten. As London university lecturer Jean 
Moorcroft Wilson is to reveal in her 
Siegfried Sassoon : the making of a poet, the 
first volume of which Duckworth publish- 
es this May, Sassoon wanted to write a book 


about his troubled sexuality. In 1918, a man, 
particularly a soldier, did not even speak 
of homosexuality. At the end of Sassoon 's , 
life, he still did not dare write of iL Ironi- 
cally, the law legalising sex between con- 
senting adults was repealed in 1967, the year 
Sassoon died, his book unwritten. Even 
now, a biography authorised by the Sassoon 
estate has been bedevilled by disagreements 
over the same issue. 

Moorcroft Wilson is being cagey about 
her Sassoon. She says Caesar’s Sassoon is 
“too black and white.” Hens is more an icon 
for the 1990s - a “very brave man, yet one 
prepared to rip his Military Cross from his | 
uniform and throw it into the River j 
Mersey”. We are in an age of protest, she 
says, and Sassoons’s protest is very attrac- 
tive today. 

Sassoon she believes was two people. 
One was an excitable young man caught up 
in the excitements of war such as exhila- 
ration of patrolling at night in No Man's 
Land. But that was an artificial state cre- 
ated by his surroundings. The other man 
was the one who, back at home, and bad 
time to think about the war never hesitated 
to say that, in the light of German peace 
overtures, what was happening to bis 
friends and to his men was wrong.” 

Dr Moorcroft Wilson refuses to be 
drawn upon Sassoon ’s sexuality, or indeed 
whether be was homosexual or bisexual oth- 
er than “h was a great problem to him" and 
that his orientation may have changed over 
the years. Although he had affairs with men 
in the 1920s he did later meet and fall in 
love with a woman, Hester Gatty, and they 
had a son, George. Though the marriage 
ended in separation, it lasted for many years 
and they parted friends. Dr Moorcroft Wil- 
son may have more to say in the second vol- 
ume of her biography, which takes up the 
story from 1918 onwards. 

' Edmund Blunden, whom Sassoon 
helped after the war, worked out his night- 
mares in many poems, but wrote much else. 
So too did Robert Graves. But with Sas- 
soon, it was differenL In a career of over 
30 years he wrote and rewrote poems and 
autobiography about the years up to 1918 
, but published tittle of note about the years 
afterwards. It was as if there was no road 
leading out of the Great Whr. The one book 
Sassoon wanted to write, he couldn't 
Others will keep trying to do it for him. 










NOW OFFERING 6 DAILY FLIGHTS 
FROM LONDON TO NEW YORK 

From London Heathrow: 

1 daily flight to New York/Newark 
2 daily flights to New York/JFK 
2 daily flights to Los Angeles 
1 daily flight to Washington 
1 daily flight to San Francisco 
1 daily flight to Miami 

From London Gatwick: 

3 daily flights to New York/Newark 
1 daily flight to Boston 
1 daily flight to Orlando 

From 2nd February two award winning airHn^ 
Continental Airlines and Virgin Atlantic, 
bring you more flights and frequency to more 
destinations - giving you even more choice. 

So if it’s for business or pleasure see your local 
travel agent or call Continental Airlines on 01293 776464 
or Virgin Atlantic on 01293 747747. 
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A doctor in the house? No, but here’s a home-test kit... 


Medical technology is 
bridging tests previously 
confined to the 
laboratory into our 
homes* allowing us to 
search for signs of 
disease well before any 
obvious symptoms 
appear. Is this new 
patient power - or 
another health risk? Peter 
Baker investigates. 


If a mole changes colour, a 
strange lump appears, or our 
bowel or bladder habits change, 
then we know wc should visit a 
doctor. But wc can now use 
more than our eyes, fingers 
and general sense of well-being 
to detect potential health prob- 
lems. 

Most pharmacies now stock 
a range of home-test products. 
Cholesterol tests and blood 
pressure monitors have been 
available for several years but 
several new devices have re- 
cently come on to the marker. 
These enable us to analyse our 
stools for traces of blood (a pos- 
sible symptom of a wide range 
of bowel disorders, including 
cancer), probe our urine for ex- 
cess glucose (which could indi- 
cate diabetes) and measure our 
bod)’ fat to check if it is a risk 
factor for heart disease. 

If we lived in the United 
Slates, we could buy more di- 
agnostic kits than might be 
found in many British hospitals. 
Anxious Americans can check 
themselves for HIV, chlamydia, 
helicobacier pylori (the bacte- 
ria linked to peptic ulcers), tu- 
berculosis, hepatitis, 

pneumonia and prostate specific 
antigen (a marker for prostate 
cancer). They can even inspect 
their children's urine for evi- 
dence of illegal drug use. 

Although home-testing for 
HIV is specifically banned in the 
UK- there is no regulatory 
framework that prevents other 
home tests being marketed 
here - and they' almost certainly 
will be. “We’re all so greedy 
for information that this is 
an unstoppable process." says 
Dr David Murfin of the Rova! 
College of General 
Practitioners. 

But while home tests may 
well seem like a hypochondri- 
ac's dream come true, should 
the rest of us be investing in 
them? Common-sense suggests 
that any product capable of de- 
tecting health problems at the 
earliest possible stage must be 
beneficial. After alL the soon- 
er a problem is detected, the 
greater the likelihood of suc- 
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cessfui treatment. 

Cecilia Yardley of Colon 
Cancer Concern argues that 
"1S.000 people a year die of 
bowel cancer while research 
suggests screening could detect 
up to 18 per cent of cases be- 
fore they would otherwise have 
been picked up and when they 
can be successfully treated". 

Doubts remain about the re- 
liability of some of the tests, 
however. While it is templing to 
assume that any device incor- 
porating chemicals. lest tubes 
and micro-chips must be accu- 


rate. this is by no means always 
the case. An independent 
evaluation of three blood- 
pressure monitors found only 
one met standards specified by 
the British Hypertension 
Society. 

Meanwhile, an investigation 
of Boots' cholesterol test by the 
Government's medical devices 
directorate concluded that it was 
"capable of giving accurate re- 
sults when used by a trained 
professional [butjwhen used by 
the consumer the potential for 
obtaining incorrect results is in- 


creased". 

Boots amended their test af- 
ter this report but the British 
Heart Foundation remains con- 
cerned about the potential for 
mistakes. The biggest danger is 
a so-called "false negative" re- 
sponse. This means that a test 
has missed signs of potential dis- 
ease and incorrectly suggested 
the person is healthy. It is not 
difficult to imagine someone 
carrying out a home test for 
signs of diabetes, misreading the 
results and, believing them- 
selves to be in the clear, ignor- 


ing symptoms like fatigue or in- 
creased thirst. In this scenario, 
the result of the test could ac- 
tually be to delay effective treat- 
ment rather than bring it 
forward. 

The tests can also offer false 
reassurance. A cholesterol lest 
could, quite accurately, show 
that someone has an acceptable 
level. “But cholesterol is just one 
risk factor for heart disease." 
says Dr Murfin. “A good result 
could make people think they’re 
not at risk even though they're 
eating badly, not exercising 


enough and smoking 40 a diy!”’ 

Then there is the annefyuK; 
evitably caused by a posjtKfebf^ 
suit. “The problem is that 
people can be testing them- 
selves for what could be serious 
conditions," explains a spokes- 
woman for the British Medical 
Association. 

“They could get frightening 
or wonying results and they 
don't have anv information or 


support." 

This is a key reason why HIV 
home-resting is prohibited in the 
UK In some cases, moreover. 


the. resdlt. will ultimately prove 
S& r^falsepositive" - in 
■ other farther tests will re- 

■' veal the person to be healthy. 
. Although! self-testing seems 
certain to grow and can be 
seen as another way in which we 
can take greater control over 
our own health, serious ques- 
tions remain about its advis- 
ability. Until these' are resolved, 
whether we choose to test our- 
selves or not the best medical 
advice remains: if we are wor- 
ried about our health, we 
. should see a doctor. 


DREAD DISEASE 
DETECTORS 


Cholesterol Test (Boots, 

£7.99) 

A high cholesterol level is 
a risk factor for heart dis- 
ease. To use the device you 
prick your finger with a 
lancet and squeeze blood 
into a meter. However an 
inaccurate low result could 

provide false reassurance, so 
the British Heart Founda- 
tion says initial tests should 
be carried out only by a GP- 


Blood pressure monitor 
(Digital monitors start 
at around £50) 

Only one is approved by the 
British Hypertension Soci- 
ety -Otnron’s HEM 705 CP, 
£169.95.) High blood pres- 
sure, usually, symptomles, 
is a risk factor for heart dis- 
ease. Yon attach a cuff to 
your wrist and read the dis- 
play. The British Heart 
Foundation be lieves a mon- 
itor may be of use to peo- 
ple already known to have 
high blood pressure. 


Urine test (Kent 
Pharmaceuticals, £7.95) 

Urine abnormalities may 
signify diabetes, kidney and 
liver disease or urinary tract 
infections. The test, based 
on a hospital version, is 
done with a card held in the 
urine stream then com- 
pared to a coloured chart. 
The British Diabetic Asso- 
ciation believes kits can be 
a preliminary way of de- 
tecting glucose intolerance 
but should not be relied 
upon for a diagnosis 


Blood in stools test 
(Kent Pharmaceuticals, 
£9.95) 

Invisible traces of blood in 
faeces can signify bowel 
cancer and other diseases. 
A stick is dipped in a sam- 
ple, placed in a bottle and 
the result is seen. The man- 
ufacturer claims 99 per cent 
accuracy. Colon Cancer 
Concern says a test will let 
individuals identify a prob- 
lem needing treatment. 


Body-fat monitor 
(Tanita, £89,99) 

High levels can be a heart- 
disease risk factor. You stand 
on a device like a scales and 
it passes a minute current 
through your body, when 
your proportion of fat is dis- 
played Accuracy said to be 
plus or minus 5 per cent 
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GENTLY 
DOES IT 


STAY- DRY 
WATERSPORTS 


LIKE TO TOW 
A CARAVAN? 


FIGHTING FORCES. 


AWNING CHALLENGE 
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CONQUER THE ICE 
KINGDOM 
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FREE PARKING 


It’s die show tfiari. got die loti 
Hundreds of Boats and Caravans, 
Holiday Homes, Tents, Awnings, 
Motor Homes and 4x4 vehicles. 
Holidays galore ar home and 
abroad, crafts and accessories. 

It’s cfac unmissable leisure show 
all the family can enjoy. 

So be there! 


FUN FOR THE KIDS 


CARAVAN NOSTALGIA 


LOVE TO COOK? 


|NATIONAL|^^H^H 

boat CARAVAN 
& LEISURE show 


National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham 
14th-22nd February 1998 

Opffi: lOfflam to oiOOpm weekdays. 10:003m to 7:00pm weekends. 



‘Look, mate, whether or not I’m a walking 
Oedipus complex is no concern of yours’ 



PHIL 

HAMMOND 


"Morning doctor" 

“Morning Mr Braithwaite. 
What can 1 do for you?” 

Td like to be psycho- 
analysed please” 

“Mphphph" 

“Are you all right doctor?” 

*Tm sorry. It’s the ceatral 
beating. So you want to be psy- 
choanalysed? 

“Yes.” 

“Well, Tm sure that can be 
arranged.” 

“By you.” 


“Ah.” 

“Now." 

“No” 

“Why not?" 

“Well, for a start I don't 
have a Viennese accent. Or a 
beard. Or a couch.” 

“Frankly I'm offended by 
your pejorative Hollywood 
stereotype.” 

“And also. I’ve only got six 
minutes per patient" 

“Well you could make a 
start" 

“Right., well., im...’ 

“You don’t know bow to do 
it do you?” 

“Haven’t the foggiest How 
do you feel about that?” 

“Oh, you’re getting the 
hang of it now.” 

“No, I wasn't trying to..." 

“You must be a natural 
the£L_" 

“Look, the thing is, I don’t 
feel I can psychoanalyse you 
because a) I haven’t been 
trained to do it and b) I think 
it’s bollocks.” 

“Oh dear. So you don’t 
want to search for hidden 


meanings in my dreams and 
childhood memories?” 

“Nope.” 

“And you don’t want to 
peel off the onion-skin layers 
of my unconscious repres- 
sion?" "Definitely not” 

“And you don’t want me to 
transfer on to you?” 

“You stay that side of the 
desk or HI call security.” 

“It seems to me you're 
quite closed and hostile.” 
“What are you doing?” 

“Since childhood, you've 
suffered a tremendous re- 
pressed jealousy of your fa- 
ther's sexual access to your 
mother...” 

“Look. mate, whether or 
not I’m a walking Oedipus 
complex is no concern of 
yours.” 

“So you’re familiar with 
Freud then?” 

“Only enough to know he 
vas no scientist Most of his the- 
ories .were pseudo-scientific 
rubbish. His experiments were 
on a handful of patients with 
no controls and he proved 


bog all. And there’s no evi- 
dence that his psychoanalysis 
has any value in the treatment 
of psychological disturbance." 

“What about Bertha Pap- 
penheim?" 

“What about her?” 

“She was Freud's most fa- 
mous patient He psycho- 
analysed her, she had a 
cathartic reaction to her fa- 
ther's death and her hysterical 
symptoms disappeared.” 

“She didn't have hysteria, 
she had tubercular meningitis. 
Her symptoms returned soon 
after seeing Freud and she died 
shortly afterwards.’’ 

“1 didn't know that." 

“Freud did. But he carried 
on blathering on about un- 
conscious impulses and their 
subtle expressions." 

“Your stethoscope is a 
penis.” 

"Absolutely. Now if ... 

“But you haven’t offered 
me any advice” 

“Stop ferreting around in 
the past, forget yesterday’s 
emotions and concentrate on 


today s thoughts.” 

“Cany an. I like that.” 

“Learn to challenge and 
stamp out your automatic neg- 
ative thoughts by seeing how 
unrealistic and irrational your 
predicament is.” 

“More, more... ” 

“This simple realisation will 
enable you to change your 
emotional state. Every thought 
you have effects your mood. 
So the more positive thoughts, 
the better you feel.” 

“Brilliant. What’s it 
called?" 

“Cognitive behavioural 
therapy. Ifs truly a therapy for 
the nineties... ” 

“Can I have some of that 
then?” “Not yet. I haven’t fin- 
ished Dr Raj’s book. Try me in 
*a week’s time.” 

“What do I do till then?' 
“Dm ... just hang loose” 

“Like a goose?” 

“Like a positive thinking 
goose, with no repressed emo- 
tions.” 

“That sounds great.” 

“Doesn’t it just.” 


-X 


VITAL SIGNS 


Noise is a source of stress, 
but different age groups react 
differently to the same noise. 
Background music in pubs 
and shops irritates almost a 
third of the over 55s but 
bothers only 6 per cent of 
those under 35. 

Crying babies, on the other 
hand, drive a third of 16- to 24- 
year-olds to distraction but wor- 


ries only 8 per cent of those over 
55. 

The survey, for Lanes, a 
manufacturer of natural health 
care products, found one in five 
people are upset by neighbours 
quarrelling and almost one in 

three by the nose of traffic. But 
top of the list, as the most dis- 
turbing noise of all, came the 
was barking of dogs. 


Fungal infections of the 
fingernails and toenails are 
estimated to affect over one 
million people in the UK. 

The condition, which is 
unsightly. Can be painful and 
can cause disintegration of 
the nail. Creams and 
ointments arc of limited use 
and oral drugs have to be 
taken for three months and in 


some cases up to 12 months. 
A new drug treatment, colled 
Sporanox-Pulse. now offers 
the shortest treatment course 
lasting nine weeks, with the 
drugs themselves taken for a 
maximum of three weeks. A 
pulse is a seven-day course of 
pills followed by a three-week 
drug holiday. Available only 
on prescription. 


A cancer treatment extracted 
from a marine organism is 
being developed as a treat- 
ment. Curacin A has the 
potential to stop cell division, 
the means by which cancer 
grows, but is unstable with a 
short life span at room tem- 
perature. It is in short supply 

and difficult to harvest. 

— Jeremy Laurence 
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*. it’s a fiat, flat world: a typical illustration for Beginners' guide to bathers' body-language in ‘Eleuthera*. 1984 (above); more clichtd tricks from the photo-reafist illustrator* handbook m ‘Red Coaf, 1982 Photpgrap 

All at face value and nothing left to the imagination 


London 


The art of Alex Katz is all very 
familiar, all very ‘cool*. But surely 
there's more to life than this? 

Ah, a Sunday afternoon at the Saatchi 
Gallery! What a subject for Seurat! Look. 
- the toddlers and the buggies and the cou- 
ples - the ladies and gentlemen in their dis- 
creetly e^jenave leisure-wear -this is surely 
London's brighter bourgeoisie en prome- 
nade , the Sunday papers walking. Yes, it’s 
often struck me that the Saatchi Gallery of 
a weekend provides one of those play- 
grounds for class solidarity that the mod- 
em “town" is generally short of: a public 
place you can go, confident of meeting 
“people like us”, people who are strangers 
but your kind of people, with whom you 
share life-styles, world-views and worries, 
and might share a glance or a smiley get talk- 
ing to, and find out you have mutual friends 
or business in common, or just bask in the 
knowledge that you’re safety among peers. 
Or equally, a subject for Alex Kate, the 
painter now showing at the Saatchi Gallery. 

^ Kate is 60 and lives on America’s East 

•Coast He paints people (though latterly 
many landscapes too) and he paints very 
big pictures. He paints sometimes single fig- 
ures, sometimes group tableaux, incidents 
of everyday life, at parties, on the beach, 
in the office or the cate, images that, though 
large, are close-up and tightly cropped. Vic- 
torian-minded viewers, looking for busy 
anecdote, won't have much joy from these 
scenes: the gestures and expressions here 
are muted, the stories are inexplicit. Like- 
wise brush-fanciers, for the painting is flat 
an d inexpressive. A word very often at- 
tached to Kate’s work is “cool”. 

A swift eye might use harsher words. The 
.■ • - . _ j n » #«nrMnnc fmm Htahl 



‘Whose realism is it anyway?' 


“Everything in paint that’s representa- 
tional is false - because it’s not represen- 
tational, it’s paint... The way I paint, 
realistic, is out of abstract painting as op- 
posed to abstract style. So I use a line, a 
form and a colour. So my contention is 
that my paintings are as realistic as Rem- 
brandt’s. Now, that’s supposed to be re- 
alistic, but I don't see those dark things 
around it, I don't see those dark things 
anywhere. It [Rembrandt's art] was real- 
istic painting in its time. It's no longer re- 


alistic painting. Realism’s a variable. 

“For an artist, this is the highest thing 
an artist can do- to make something 
that’s real for his time, where he lives. 
But people don't see it as realistic, they 
see has abstract. But for me it’s realistic. 
I mean, do those Impressionist paintings 
actually look realistic? 

"You open Pandorai box when you 
start off with that. Then you say. Well, 
then what Is realistic? Then 1 say Well, 

maybe my things are as realistic as the 


next guy's. Giacometti is very realistic, 
but for his time and place, it's not very 
realistic in my time and place. 

“It has nothing to do with the quality 
of the art. it's the quality of the vision. 
And when paintings somehow are no 
longer realistic, they often become great, 
great art" 

Token from an interview with Alex Katz 
by David Sylvester, as published in the 
Saatchi Gallery's catalogue to its current 
exhibition 


to shade are implausibly jumpy. Eyes and 
• Souths refuse to stick themselves to iheir 
faces. Hands are never quite rigbL Eveiy trick 
_ the folds of clothing, the streaking of hair, 
the rendering oif a rain drip or blade of grass 
- is completely formulaic. Every effect is an 
Illustration for Beginners cliche, briskly man- 
aged. If you don’t see sheer incompetence 
here, vrai’re likely to detect irony. 

In fact, trying to think what these mages 
were most like, I hit on the illustrations to 
Cyra McFadden’5 The Serial, that charm- 
ing satirical novellette about life m Mann 
County, California, in the 1970s. Wrong 
coast, but near enough to Kate m penod 
and mores; and marry of the scenes ■“peo- 
ple hangingpst in a leisurely way and hav- 
ing slightly awkward encounters - look wry 
Iflte Katz’s. illustrations (by 

Cervenak) were done in photorealism 
manqud, a style that declared 
kind of look H was after, while always foo- 
ting to make it- just as (this seemed tobe 
point) the people in the story are always 
striving tohave u reaT lives, but failing too. 

But those Cervenak pictures were mem - 
seives parodBS of realty tow-grade illustra- 
lions, the sort that go with seriate and short 
si pries in women’s magazines - done in 

most perfunctory photo-manner, tn 

• -i — mm — i,ntA mcr nnns 


this plainly outlined red shape with a 
stroke of h ighligh t is a mouth. 

Partly it’s an effect of scale: greatly mag- 
nified, the mechanism of these devices is 
nakedly obvious; partly it comes from 
added formalisation (the way, for instance, 
he makes the meeting of lips or the edge of 
a neck into a perfectly straight line); part- 
ly from the bold and flattened colour. This 
array of bog-standard representational for- 
mulae is exposed and re-enforced and 
heightened, so as to achieve an iconic au- 
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is made up for in calm, blank mystery. 

It's the mystery of face values ab- 


pictorial conventions are all we’ve got; and 

BY TOM 
LUBBOCK 


at 
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stvle be uses; his home key. It’s not ironic. 

’ it’s a deliberately limited style, oi 
course, one that’s self-conscious about be- 
ing a style, a repertoire dfclear.ande ^- 

m ^ButdnecmTcaBitapMOdy.Rato, 

_ . i * - - it n i-iimricinp intensity- he 



that the transparent visibflityof iLeseOTn- 
veations is itself true to life, I because thatt 
how life is, a make-up job. Nonnsa^con- 
venisons - costume, hair-dos, body-ta^ 
goage, the games people play -dieseare 
gnrfj what we are. But .I's 
stratMV rust as Eric Berne s psj«ho-best 

People Ha) isnT 
Sough it often feels it ought 
that we can stop playmg 

r™! h ^ o n^esinthepmt,eadi 

shows in different ways. 

att2 c he d “.^Sooe has arms round 
°” e g" h °! d .^TL has the man’s arms 


al 

5 devices to gi»e them fheir foil say, to a to® 
their demeniay artifice a naive dm* 1 
., believe it, this brown arc » an eyebrow. 


sbOU ^? a ^nraanfrom behind. These peo- 
jnound the wonian ^ of bo d y .i a n- 


is the way we live, this is normaL And it’s 
important that Kate’s mysteriousness nev- 
er becomes actually puzzling. The world and 
its ways must be recognised as fa m iliar. 

So his human tableaux are dumb, but al- 
ways articulable. We don’t know exactly 
what’s going on late at the office in Thurs- 
day Nigto, but we can well imagine the kind 
of thing, we can make up the relevant short 
story if we can be bothered. (Edward Hop- 
per’s Office at A/fefa, by contrast, is filled with 
an air of enigma that no story could explain.) 
Again, with the three women caught at a 
doubtful moment at a drinks party in Trio , 
or the sunbathers exchanging unreadable 
glances in Round Hilt, make it up if you want 
These are people like us, the sort of scenes 
we might have snapped ourselves. 

But this take is simply not true, and no 
amount of iconic emphasis can make it so. 
One may honour the attempt to represent 
contemporary Western existence absolutely 
on its own terms, while perhaps demurring 
at the way the life of surface appearances 
can be promoted to an existential heroism 
(Hey, this fa all we are, we moderns - flat 
souls, actors, behavers, signifiers, nothing 
more - and we fearlessly embrace our con- 
dition without nostalgia; our flatness fa 
something rather grand). But the impor- 
tant falsity of the vision is its lack of ten- 
sion. Even face values are not just a given. 
They too have to be lived up to, and one 
can fail to do so, sometimes miserably. 

I don’t criticise Katz for being deficient 
in a more common form of existential hero- 
ism, howling anguish. I merely come back 
to Ctyra McRdden’s Vie Serial and the way 
it shows its characters hying hard to live their 
chill-out, hang-loose life-styles and finding 
that they’ve only landed themselves whfaan- 
other lot of norms, different from their par- 
ents’, yes, but ultimately, like all noqns, not 
workable without some strain, dishonesty 

. and grief That sense of strain is what Katz’s 

work eliminates, utterly and emphatically 
denies. Everything in this world is just so. 


round the Saatchi Gallery on a Sunday af- 
ternoon. But you know very weD it just isn't. 
To 12 April, Saatchi Gallery, 98a Boundary 
Rood, London NW8 (0171-624 8299) 
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The jury’s verdict damned the lottery regulator, too 
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Richard Branson’s victory in court yes- 
terday was one of those rare events which 
unite the lowliest and the highest in the 
land. It ought to command as much at- 
tention in Downing Street (and those ad- 
jacent regions where the Dome project is 
being managed) as in the neighbourhood 
newsagent selling tickets for tomorrow’s 
draw. The National Lottery, its prize, its 
winners, its proceeds, its extravagances 
have been a deep source of national in- 
terest (and amusement) during the past 
four years. Now the Branson libel trial has 
cast new light on mechanics that most peo- 
ple are happy to take for granted - the or- 
ganisation of draws and prizes and their 
regulation on behalf of the state. The ver- 
dict in his favour not only puts in doubt 
the probity of one of the principal part- 
ners in the consortium running the en- 
terprise but the effectiveness of the 
regulator, Oflot. Mr Branson asserts that 
the watchdog has failed. The jury believed 
him. As a result, a precious element of 


public trust in a great public enterprise is 
in danger of being Iosl 

It would be wrong (and inconsistent of 
us, long-time critics of the libel law) to put 
too mudi weight on a single courtroom dra- 
ma. Yesterday the jury believed Richard 
Branson. He cuts a very attractive figure, 
a walking advertisement for business as 

buccaneering fun. In this playlet he was cast ■ 
against an overpaid American, Guy Snow- 
den. Yet it is more than personal. The jury 
decided that over the National Lottery 
there hangs a miasma of doubt and dis- 
honesty. In short, the thing smells. 

A peculiar odour attaches to the way 
the contract to run the lottery was grant- 
ed by the Conservatives. After Mr Bran- 
son’s victory we need to ask again why 
wasn’t his bid to run the thing as a not- 
for-profit operation not accepted. The an- 
swer is not graft Whatever else they are, 
the former Tory minis ters Peter Brooke 
and Virginia Bottomley were not bribe- 
takers. The true answer is probably worse. 


They were ministers in a government 
which, however much it said it had left be- 
hind the dogmatic certainties of Thatch- 
erism, remained imprisoned in her 
ideological cage. Wjise, they failed to see 
tha t the pursiit of profit in monopolistic 
markets demands the strictest regulation. 

A n as ty sineM thus a tt aches to the naan 
the Tories put in to guarantee the public 
interest, Peter Davis of Oflot The feet that 
he has been examined and found wanti- 
ng by the Public Accounts Committee 

makes things worse. That Mr Davis comr 

missioned a senior lawyer to investigate 
Mr Branson’s charges against CfTech 
looks in retrospect to be even more ill-ad- 
vised than it seemed at the time. When 
Mr Branson refused to cooperate (because 
he had no confidence in Mr Davis as a reg- 
ulator because of his admitted acceptance 
of Glech hospitality) Mr Davis should have 
considered his position. 

He did not then but really ought to go 
now. And if he won't go before his con- 


tract expires in the autumn, that at least 
gives the Government an opportunity to 
think deeply about how to rectify the mis- 
takes made by the Tories. Tony Blau and 
Peter Mandelson surely understand mat 
if the processes of public gambfing get 
tainted, the good causes it is supposed to 
benefit are harmed, too. Peter Davis nev- 
er seemed to realise that his perceived 
proximity to the commercial interests 
hurt the charities receiving the proceeds 
of the Lottery. It won’t do to say thatfee 
everyday punter is concerned only about 
odds and prize money. The role of the reg- 
ulator ought to have been that of an as- 
surance mechanism, guaranteeing the 
fairness and above-board nature of uieen- 
terprise. That public faith is in jeopardy. 

Unless Labour ministers use the Bran- 
son imbroglio as an occasion to regroup. 
They have a problem in winning public ap- 
proval of the lottery-funded Dome. It is 
hi their own interests - let alone those of 
the public - to make Oflot a muscular 


agency of publicpmpose- 
IjLSecretaiy for Uadi and Industry, has 
been reviewing the operations of the reg- 
ulators overseeing gas, electricity^ 
Tbniral of British government s en- 


etvating departmentalism ^ -"7 

in which this review has failed to look 
across the experience m telecomm unc- 
tions and gambling regulation. Taking the 


new regulators together, we now know a 
lot about the kind of personality and the 
land of structure that ensures effective and 
fair regulation of monopolistic indus- 
tries. Regulators have to do more than sit 
back and let the wheels turn. Peter Davis 
appears to have failed even to begin tom- 
quire into the commercial background of 
the entities of the Cameiot consortium. 


mar kssuu mua*- 1 -™- “ . 

elsewhere. Regulators must be energetic, 
all-seeing, unafraid - and extremely care- 
ful about offers to pay for their plane tick- 
ets coming from fat-cat Americans judged 
in court to be liars. 
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EU policy on Iraq 

It docs seem perverse that 
Great Britain, while currently 
chairing the Presidency of the 
European Lfaion, one of whose 
most pressing treaty obliga- 
tions is the Common European 
Foreign and Security Policy,, 
should, uniquely, be so closely 
associated with the policy of the 
American administration to- 
wards Iraq. 

Given that the previous Gulf 
\Var alliance no longer pertains 
and in order to oblige Saddam 
Hussein to permit the UN in- 
spectors to cany out their man- 
date. the British government 
could usefully broker a united 
European diplomatic and. if 
needs he. militaiy position. 
CHRISTOPHER BEAZLEY 
Ncttkbed. Oxfordshire 

Weapons investigations in Iraq 
must be done by an objective 
and skilled team of experts 
from a number of countries. A 
United Nations team in reali- 
ty and not just in name. Since 
US members of the team are 
not acceptable to Saddam Hus- 
sein. alternative experts should 
be used. 

If □ newly constituted team 
was accepted, this could be a 
face-saving move for both sides. 
If it was" not accepted, this 
could not damage or change the 
present situation. If the Unit- 
ed Nations was prepared to 
take such action, it would prove 
that it was not entirely domi- 
nated by tbe United States. 

An alternative would be for 
the US to withdraw voluntari- 
ly from the inspection teams, 
not as a sign of weakness but 
as a gesture of confidence in the 
weapons inspection as an ob- 
jective process and not a polit- 
ical manoeuvre. 

PATRICIA KNOWLES 
Selly Oak. Birmingham 

The value of nurses 

Peter Fisher < letter, 29 January) 
makes a welcome contribution 
to the debate on tbe recruit- 
ment crisis of the nursing pro- 
fession. However, he is in 
danger of perpetuating the 
myth of nurses as caring but 
simple creatures in need of lit- 
tle sustenance or rewards oth- 
er than those intrinsic in 
helping others. 

The question of pay is, in 
fact, central to the problem. 
Nurses are a highly trained, dis- 
ciplined, hard-working, legal- 
ly accountable and successfully 
self-regulating profession who 
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routinely save and enhance 
the lives of their fellow human 
beings, working the sort of 
hours and in the kind of envi- 
ronments most other profes- 
sionals could scarcely imagine, 
let alone tolerate. 

Initial training combines in- 
tensive study with demanding 
clinical placements. Subsequent 
training is compulsory in order 
to re-register every three years, 
yet this is often undertaken 
without the financial support of 
employers. General nursing 
has seen the advent of extra re- 
sponsibilities passed on from 
the medical profession and. in 
my field of mental health nurs- 
ing, we have taken on board a 
succession of new legislation 
and initiatives such as Care in 
the Community and the Care 
Programme Approach, for no 
extra pay. 

In this light, it is with some 
bitterness that we see the Gov- 
ernment contemplating the 
continued systematic impov- 
erishment of nurses by setting 
the latest pay rise below the 


rate of inflation. It has always 
been understood that no one 
will make their fortune in nurs- 
ing, but the Government’s lat- 
est plans give out the clear 
message that the work we do 
is simply not valued. 

JULES AKERS 
Stockport, Cheshire 

An old musical battle 

Most musicians would agree 
with Julian Lloyd Webber on 
the frightfulness of mid-20th 
century concert halls and the 
desirability of television spots 
for young performers, but in the 
tonality vs modernism debate 
he is fighting old battles (“Stop 
the dictators of modem music”, 
2 February). 

My local CD shops shift 
much more Gorecki than 
Birtwistle and Femeyfaough. 
Last Sunday John Adams’ 
Nixon in China got a complete 
concert performance at the 
Barbican. ENO is mounting an 
opera by Gavin Bryars later in 
the year. John Tavener seems 


ubiquitous. And who gets to 
represent the world of music to 
the movers and shakers in 
Davos? Rene Boulez? Gydr- 
gy Kurtig? Thomas Ades, per- 
haps, for the younger 
generation? Er, no. Julian 
Lloyd Webber, actually. If the 
“die-hard radicalists" really are 
r unnin g a dictatorship, then 
they should keep a tighter lid 
on their dissidents. 

MARTIN PICKARD 
Leeds 

Protecting wetlands 

Yesterday, three new Ramsar 
sites - internationally important 
wetlands - were announced, to 
mark the occasion of World 
Wetlands Day (report, 2 Feb- 
ruary) and, no doubt, to 
demonstrate the Government’s 
commitment to protecting 
wetlands. 

This commitment will soon 
be tested over plans to develop 
part of the Thames Marshes. 
Rainham Marsh is the largest 
remaining fragment of grazing 


marsh in London and is vitally 
important for a wide range of 
wildlife. It is subject to a plan- 
ning application from English 
Partnerships, the Government’s 
regeneration agency, for 90 
hectares of unspecified com- 
mercial development. If the 
application is successful, it will 
be tbe largest single loss of a 
protected site in E ng l an d since 
the wildlife law that should 
protect it was passed in 1981. 

The proposed development 
would be a scandalous misuse 
of public money with, we un- 
derstand. at least £16m being 
spent to put a nationally valu- 
able wildlife site under con- 
crete. It would completely 
overturn the Government’s 
commitment to enhance and re- 
create grazing marsh as part of 
the UK’s Biodiversity Action 
Plan and is opposed by the 
Government’s own statutory 
advisers, English Nature and 
the Environment Agency. 

The decision as to whether or 
apt this national wildlife treasure 
will be lost for ever win be the 


Deputy Prime Minister’s. Al- 
lowing it to be lost would destroy 
our government's environmen- 
tal credibility. To allow the de- 
velopment to proceed with 
government money would com- 
pound the error. We call upon 
fee Deputy Prime Minister to re- 
main true to the manifesto 
promise to bring the environ- 
ment to fee heart of all policy. 
BARBARA YOUNG 
Chief Execiuiiv, Royal Society 
for the Protection of Bir ds 
CHARLES SECRETT 
Executive Director, Friends of 
the Earth 
SIMON LYSTER 
Director General, The Wildlife 
Trust 

Sandy, Bedfordshire 

Rural contentment 

May I reply to Philip Resheph’s 
letter (2S January)? As an 
over-subsidised country 
denizen and Post Office pen- 
sioner, I would not dream of 
marching anywhere, let alone 

to London. I have Jong reflected 


on the source of wealth which 
allows me a modest lifestyle and 
just aboulkeeps me in food and 
debt free. 

I have also reflected over 
fee years on fee amounts of 
milk, meat, poultry, fruit, flow- 
ers, wheat for bread, hops for 
beer, and barley for whisky 
which are carted daily from 
countryside to city and, an- 
noyingly, often cost less there. 
As coal and aggregates are 
transported from the country- 
side, I have reflected on the 
acres of dereliction and dese- 
cration caused by opencast 
coal mining and quarrying to 
supply energy and building 
materials, mostly for people in 
tbe cities. 

I came to fee conclusion 
years ago feat we are all de- 
pendent on each other, feat 
country dwelling gives more 
time for serious observation, 
and that it is better to be a 
contented yokel than a bitter 
bigot 

OLIVE WHEELDON 
Coalville, Leicestershire 


In the 1951 dome 

To answer your learned en- 
quirers as to what was in the 
Dome of Discovery of 1951 (let- 
ters, 28 and 31 January), my of- 
ficial guide (costing 2/6d) shows 
that fee display was divided into 
eight areas. 

These were: fee Land (“ex- 
ploration leading to develop- 
ment of overseas territories”); 
fee Earth (“science revealing 
fee age and structure of the 
Earth: technology developing 
its underground resources”); 
Ptolar (“a great tradition applied 
particularly to scientific dis- 
covery and aided by mecham- * 
sation"); Sea (“the great 
heritage of Drake and Cook 
passed to the marine scientists 
who are yearly adding to our 
knowledge of the sea”); Sky 
(“weather forecasting and re- 
search and fee exploration into 
the ionosphere, which improves 
long-distance radio communi- 
cation"); Outer Space (“what 
we have learned from the old 
astronomy of Newton and from 
the new astronomy which uses 
radio methods"); the Physical 
World (“explorations into the 
nature and behaviour of mat- 
ter that have made possible 
many of the material achieve- 
ments of the present age"); and 
the Living World (“discoveries 
of the secrets of life, Darwin’s 
great influence in fee world of f 
thought and contemporary bi- \ 
ological research"). 

On the South. Bank site 
there were also exhibition pavil- 
ions and displays including 
television, telecinema, fee 1851 
exhibition and 25.000 pho- 
tographs illustrating the wide 
range of British ma n ufacturers. 
LESROERIG 


Braintree, Essex 

Double-edged rights 

As you say (leading article, 2 
February), women still experi- 
ence discrimination in the area 
of capital punishment, being far £ 
less likely than men to suffer it. 

As it happens, Olympe de 
Gouges, fee early French fem- 
inist, not only noticed but op- 
posed this fact. In the 
Declaration of Rights of Woman 
and Citizeness, which she pub- 
lished in 1791, Articles 7-10 in- 
sist feat women have the same 
right as men pot only to make 
laws but to suffer under them. 
And two years later she did so 
herself, being guillotined dur- 
ing tbe Reign of Terror. 

.JEAN RAISON 
LondonN19 


The wise man was no fool. He knew that I would buy what he had to sell 



MILES 

KINGTON 


“Time is elastic.” said the man 
in fee pub to me. “Time is elas- 
tic. Know what feat means?” 

I tty to discourage people in 
pubs from talking to me. Tbe 
method I choose is to engage 
them in conversation and bore 
them so much that they just go 
away. 

“Yes, I know what it means," 
I said. 

This surprised him. "What I 
was meant to say was something 
like. No, I have no idea what it 
means, please fell me fee mys- 
tery of time, o wise stranger in 
a pub ... 

“Go on, then, tell me," he 
said, “tell me what it means that 
rim e is elastic." 

“It means feat after a while 
time goes hard and wrinkled in- 
stead of being supple and 


stretchy, and breaks when you 
pull at ii." 

His face spread into a smile 
when he realised that I was try- 
ing to be funny. People who are 

trying to be funny can always be 
defeated by people who are try- 
ing to be boring. 

“No, what I mean by time 
being elastic is that people no 
longer live in the present We 
live in the past and future si- 
multaneously." 

I said nothing, meaning that 
he had not got to the interest- 
ing bit yeL 

“We do not think it odd to 
be planning for someone’s 
birthday in two week’s time and 
at the same time reading a his- 
tory of World Wax 1." 

“These days you wouldn’t be 
reading a history of World Wir 


L” I said. “You’d be reading a 
novel about it Have you no- 
ticed that everyone from Se- 
bastian Faulks to Pat Barker is 
writing novels about World 
Wir I? And nobody is writing 
them ‘about World War II? 
Why do you suppose that is?” 

For a moment, he paused, 
and then decided it would be 
more fan to go on with his own 
train of thought. 

“Anyway, you get the point 

that we exist in the past and fu- 
ture as well as the present. For 
instance, the Millennium is in 
fee future - but it celebrates fee 
past as well! You couldn't have 
AD 2000 without AD 0!” 

He was interrupted at this 
point by the landlord leaning 
forward, tapping him on the 
shoulder and pointing to a big 


notice behind him. It was head- 
ed “UP-TO-DATE SCHED- 

ULE OF CXDNVERSATIONAL 

TOPICS WHICH ARE 
TOTALLY BARRED FROM 
THIS PUBS and on the list, 
along with Princess Diana, The 
Full Monty, The Eurovision Song 
Contest and Dame Elton John, 
it said The Millennium. 

“Put it another way," said 
fee man. “We are constantly 
preoccupied wife what has not 
yet happened or with what is 
over and done with. We know 
that next summer will be warm 
and the grass wfll grow ..." 

“Ma)fee, but I don’t let that 
govern my behaviour,” I said. 

“You should," he said. “You 
should be boo long your summer 
holiday now and putting your 
lawn mower in for an overhaul." 


Uncanny. It was exactly 
what my wife had said the day 
before. 

“Go on,” I said, getting in- 
terested despite myself. 

“Now, people get their mow- 
ers serviced in the winter be- 
cause if they wait for summer, 
they will find fee garden ma- 
chinery people are all busy ser- 
vicing mowers. So they get their 
mowers serviced in winter for 
the summer to come. Right?" 

“Wrong," I said. “If every- 
one does that, then they’ll find 
that fee garden machinery peo- 
ple are all busy in winter, and 
free in summer.” 

“Nowadays we live partly in 
the past and partly in the fu- 
ture." be said, ignoring me. “We 
are used to TV and radio 
repeats. We are used to seeing 


sports highlights being imme- 
diately repeated in slow motion. 

We are used to seeing new films 

come out a year later as a new 
videos. We live in an age of deji 
vu. Time is becoming elastic ..." 

“I have an uncanny feeling 
that I have heard parts of this 
conversation before some- 
where," I said. 

“Give you another exam- 
ple " he said. “When summer 
comes, we all say that it’s 
P im ms time, but when we go to 
the shops to buy some Pimms, 
there’s none there. Why not?" 

“Because it’s Pimrrts time, 
and people have bought it alL" 

“Exactly. The right time to 
buy Pimms is in wintertime!” 

“That’s the first sensible 
thing you’ve said," I said. “Next 
time I go into a wine shop, 


Til stock up on Pi mms ." 

“No need," he said. “I’ve got 
a case in the car. I’ll lei you have 
it at a very advantageous rate.” 

Somewhat bemused. I 
found myself the owner a few 
minutes later of a case of 

Pimms 

“It’s a joy to watch him at 
work," said the landlord to' 
me. “What a salesman.” 

As I left the pub. lugging a 
crate of Pimms, I overheard the 
man saving to a couple sitting 
by the fireplace, “Time is elas- 
tic, did you know t ha t? Yes, time 
is elastic! Know what that 
means?" 

I had an extraordinary feel- 
ing that I had heard this con- 
versation somewhere before, 
and that I didn’t want to 1 hear 
it again . 
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fN SEARCH OF A 
CREDIBLE PRE.sinpMf 

i 

l # 111 favour^ of; a republic fail to eon- 

vmce. It was not such a solemn occasion as 
5* constitutional convention 

the Monarchy which has started this^et 
■ J*rtttwas a good test because wewereuaot 

c territoiy - Sludenls 
fijed^e chamber literally to the rafters. I 
suppose the average age was 21 years and 
I imagme that a majority voted left-of-centre 
m the General Election last May. 

Undergraduate speakers were inter- 
^ereed with outsiders. Bill Emmott editor 
of TheEconomist. spoke in favour of the mo- 
toon: “This house believes that the Monar- 
chy has outlived its usefulness”. He was 
supported by the secretary of The Republic 
and I wound up. Against us was Winston 
Churchill, who was MP for Davyfauhne un- 
til the last election, Edward Heathcote 
Amory, associate editor of The Spectator ; 
Bob Houston, editor of Royalty magazine 
and Frederick Forsyth, novelist and wit. 

We lost Tb my surprise, I must say. That 

is why it was an interesting evening. For sub- 
stantial arguments in favour of the motion 
are easy to mount whereas our opponents 
bad to make do with the magic of the 

Monarchy, with its role as an icon, even with 

the threadbare appeal to royalty as a 
tourist attraction. 

The difficulties for the republican argu- 
ment did not lie m any disp lacing of the 

Monarch’s role during a constitutional cri- 
sis.' Under our present arrangements, on 
those extremely rare occasions when, after, 
say. an Indecisive election or some upheavals 
involving the leadership of the governing par- 
ty.1t is not obviauswho'shouWbe prime min- 
ister or whether there should be a fresh 
election, the sovereign alone decides, tak- 
ing such advice as he or she chooses. 

Somebody has to make a dedsion! But 1 
can think of many people - or bodies - bet- 
ter equipped to arrive at a satisfactory an- 
swer than the sovereign of the day, who may 
or may not have the personal qualities re- 
quired. Instead it could be the Speaker of the 
House of Commons, or it could be a staad- 
ing commission. Personalty I would rather en- 
trust the task to Sir Gordon Downey, the 
Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards 
than to the Queen or Prince Charles. 

likewise I am not impressed with the no- 
tion that the Monarchy is the ultimate safe- 
guard of our democracy. This point came 
up only by implication in the Oxford debate. 


w in his excellent book The 

"r Co ^on. He JZ 

I™ appears to be under threat, it mav be 

his or heT discretion to act as a 
constitutional guardian 

i *^j; could heh'eve in this. But imag- 
ne Hat some future House of Commons 
wshed to extend the life of parliaments so 
pat general elections were held not every 
five years but. say, every eight years. If such 
were debated, and carried through 
both Houses of Parliament, there is noih- 
mg m our constitutional arrangements to 
prevent such an undemocratic measure be- 
commg law - except the refusal of the sov- 
CTeign s assent. No royal signature, no law. 
isut can we be sure that the royal assent 
w)uld be withheld? I would not like to take 
the chance. A written constitution would be 
a much stronger safeguard. 

No, it is not here that the republican ar- 
gument becomes unstuck. The first point of 
drfncuhy is whether the sovereign really does 
or does not, in some sense, represent the na- 
tion. Professor Bogdanor argues this strong- 

wriung that constitutional monarchy 
settles beyond argument the crucial question 
u ^ of slate, and it places 

the head of state beyond political competi- 
tion. In doing so, it can represent the whole 
nation in an emotionally satisfying way. It 
alone is in a position to interpret the nation 
to itself. That is its central function, its es- 
sential justification and rationale; everything 
else is but embellishment and de tail 

For me the refutation of this point came 
late last summer, in the week of Princess Di- 
ana’s death. The Queen did not then rep- 
resent the nation in an emotionally satisfying 
way. She had to be chivvied along by pub- 
lic opinion. At least, that is what I saw. 

And this view leads on to the objection 
that instinctively comes to the mind of most 
people confronted by arguments for a re- 
public. Who on earth would make a good 
president for our country? Nobody can ever 
thin k of a satisfactory answer. Whatever 
name is put forward is poo-pooed. Never 
mind that many nations with parliamentary 
democracies ( leaving out countries such the 
US and France with directly elected presi- 
dents exercising considerable powers) seem 
perfectly capable of chooang admirable pres- 
idents - Ireland, Germany, Israel to name 
three. The British remain deeply averse to 
anybody they can think of being president, 
whatever their qualifications. To make the 
point, Mr Churchill commented on the can- 
didates for mayor of London whose names 
have been discussed He said that they were 
precisely the sort of people wbowoulct be 
put forward for president As he read out ' 
their names - Ken Livingstone, Jeffrey 
Archer, Trevor Phillips, Richard Branson - 
everybody laughed The very idea! 

Which means, I think, that those of us 
who would prefer a president to a monarch, 
are going have to start at the end of the ar- 
gument rather than at the beginning. That 
is what I learnt in Oxford Instead of show- 
ing that there is no constitutional function 
of the sovereign which would not be better 
carried out in some other way, we have to 
concentrate on devising a method for 
choosing a president and on demonstrating 
that there are lots of suitable candidates 
available in a country of 55 million people. 

Can readers think of any names which would 
not be laughed out of court? 


Bill is the talk of Davos - not just 
his troubles, but his economy 



JERIMY 

WARNER 

EAVESDROPS ON 
WORLD LEADERS 


Davos, Switzerland- There 
could hardly be a more in- 
credible setting than a swish 
Alpine ski resort, surrounded by 
snow clad mountains, for at- 
tempting to resolve the conflict 
between France and Germany 
over who will bead Europe’s 
new central bank. But then 
the World Economic Forum an- 
nual meeting held each year 
about this time in Davos is an 
unlikely sort of event 

Who’s it to be - the German 
compromise candidate of 
Willem Duisenbcrg, a Dutch- 
man who presently chairs the 
European Monetary Institute, 
or the prickly, no-nonsense 
Frenchman, Jcan-CIaudc 
TrichcL, governor of the Bank 
of France? Once the single 
currency is introduced, this po- 
sition will become one of the 
most powerful positions in Eu- 
rope. Both candidates for the 
post were in town for the con- 
ference, as were a number of 
leading European Commis- 
sioners, including Jacque S ou- 
ter and Sir Leon Brittan. 

Here, then, was the making 
of a story. What a coup for 
Davos and its organisers if they 
could pull this oft, something 
which so far the British presi- 
dency of Europe has failed to 
do! It was a valiant attempt, but 
one that was perhaps doomed 
to failure. In the end Davos con- 
firmed its reputation as more of 
a talking shop and place of rec- 
onciliation than one where 
things actually get done. Talk has 
its uses, though, and much of 
what is discussed and debated 
here strikes a cord, for govern- 
ments and business alike. 

Behind the headlines, what 
are the real talking points of 
Davos this year? Well, the 
Americans can’t stop talking 
about Bill Clinton’s sexual 
woes, but others have another 
aspect of the US on their minds 
- the triumph of the American 
economic model. This opinion 
is perhaps what you might ex- 
pect from a conference aimed 
specifically at business leaders; 
but it is also the reality. The tri- 
umph of the American way of 
doing and organising thin gs, the 



i a triumphal mood: Newt Gingrich, Speaker of the US House of Representaiives 


freeing up of companies to 
conduct business pretty much 
without restriction across na- 
tional frontiers, the rolling back 
of government power across the 
world - these are the ihinys that 
have come to represent the eco- 
nomic evolution of the late 
20th century. 

With the crisis in Japan and 
the Far Easi has come the final 
victory. Even after the collapse 
of the aim maud economies of 
the Soviet bloc, it was still pos- 
sible to identify a number of dif- 
ferent economic models 
operating in the world. The 
most potent of these was the 
Asian, which in truth takes a 
number of different forms in the 
region despite common fea- 
tures. That too now lies in tat- 
ters. Japan, still struggling to 
pull itself out of the economic 
doldrums, is being forced to 
open up her markets to foreign 
competition, reform her labour 
practices, restructure and lib- 
eralise. Meanwhile the col- 
lapsed economies of the Pacific 
Rim are being required by the 
International Monetary Fund to 
undertake a massive and dev- 
aslatingfy painful programme of 
reform so as to restructure 
them along Western lines. 

From speaker after speaker 
at Davos, there is a strong 
dose of schadenfreude - what’s 
happened in the Far East rep- 
resents a final triumph of An- 
glo-Saxon capitalism. There is 
now only one correct way of do- 
ing things and woe betide any 
country that differs. 

Rudi Dorobusch, Professor 
of Economics at MIT, put it 
best ‘TTiis was a crisis of crony 
capitalism, of sleazy govern- 
ments unwilling to tolerate 
proper rules of disclosure and 


independent regulation. This fc 
a crisis of very, very bad gov- 
ernment These arc countries 
that know everyone's shoe size 
but won't tell you bow much 
money they*vc got lying in off- 
shore accounts.” 

But is all this entirely fair? 
Is ii not capitalism itself, with 
its free-wheeling, speculative 
ways, that is partly to blame for 
what’s happened in the Fir 
East? Even in this Alpine tem- 
ple of mammon, there are 
some prepared to air this al- 
ternative view. 

One of those was Eisuke 
Sakakibara, Japan's vice-min- 
ister of finance for interna- 
tional affairs. He had a very 
different explanation of what's 
happened in the Far East This 
is not a specifically Asian cri- 
sis, be said, but one of global 
capitalism. “What caused it 
was a huge inflow of specula- 
tive western capital There was 
reckless borrowing, yes, but 
equally there was reckless lend- 
ing. ... Everyone talks about the 
structural problems of these 
economies now, the chaebols of 
Korea, crony capitalism and the 
like, but actually they have 
known about them for years. 
Nobody complained about 
these structural problems when 
they were pouring money into 
the region.'’ 

In other words, what die cri- 
sis in the Far East has done is 
expose the speculative weak- 
nesses of unbridled, unregulat- 
ed Western capitalism, as much 
as the drawbacks of the Asian 
economic model. His remarks 
were mirrored by John 
Sweeney, America's leading 
trade unionists, who put his own, 
social spin on the consequences 
of globalisation and the spread 


New Labour needs to ally itself with middlebrow culture 



DONALD 
MACINTYRE 
ON THE 
PEOPLE’S ART 


% may seem surprising that the 
Department for Education 
brought in stars frqmJBrookside 
to plug National Reading Year. 
If parents fid not watch so 
many soaps, their children 
might read more. .But then 
nothing is morepowerful than 
television. Oprah Win- 
frey plugged cme pf Ttmi Mor- 
rison’s boofcji&fiffiiatisfy shot 
up the bestseller list. And 
since we baveno Oprah Aw 
help of Bnook&de, which will 
henceforth feature more on 
reading in its sti^dfoes, should 
not be sneered ^'LsumWiiS 
the scheme -whic&gives every 
school £tX lOO ; fo*;J?ooks - the 
education mirtisfer Stephen, 
flyers pointed otfftfel educa- 
tion did not bpefofe'in a vacu- 
um and needed “wider 
support”, 

io * ’ ” 


what made us a more “unified 
and cohesive society". 

He is right, of course. It is 
' ■ hard .to imagine anything more 
socially excluding than an in- 
ability to read, which is one rea- 
son why the scheme is so 
a dmir able. But Our expeca- 
tions from reading should not 
stop at universal literacy, vital 
as that is. What, as well as 
whether, we read, matters too. 
Last year Chris Woodhead, 
Chief Inspector of Schools, 
made some interesting remarks 
about low cultural expecta- 
tions. He expressed some dis- 
may that The Lord of the Rings 
bad been found, in a survey by 
Waterstones, to be the favourite 
book of the century. Woodhead 
was not trying to say that every 
pupil should be made to read 
Proust, but rather that there is 
more to 20th century literature 
than the escapist fantasy worid 
created by Tblkein. He could, 
but he didn't, have gone on to 
bemoan the increasing 
apartheid between fiction for 
the masses and, that bewilder- 
ing construct of the late 20th 

century, the ‘Titerary novel - 

'jfrWs divisor is all too ot- 

ten between the 

and sometimes inaccessible fio- 

ft® which wins the big proes 

ontheonehandandBwtoa 

•ftylor Bradford and Jeffrey 

^eron.theothenBnM^ 


happened is the sad decline of 
middlebrow; not at all the same 
thing as mediocre - though it 
is a term which is sometimes 
used as if it were. 

But if you doubt that mid- 
dlebrow or if you prefer it, 
eveiybrow, flourishes, then con- 
sider the biggest cultural event 
of last year, the spectacular suc- 
cess of the film The full Monty. 
It makes a point which a lot of 
people who talk, mainly in re- 
lation to television, about 
. dumbing down - those who rail 
against it as well as those who 
who say bleakly that there is no 


with a very high recognition fac- 
tor for large sections of the 
enormous audiences that have 
queued to see it not just here, 
but even more remarkably in 
the United States. 

What is special about The 
Full Monty is not just that it was 
made in Britain but what it says 
about Britain. And what is just 
as interesting about it is that it 
utterly defies cultural cate- 
gories. It isn’t lowbrow or 
dumbed down; but it isn’t Eli- 
tist either. If Gordon Brown's 
commendable interest in help- 
ing the British film industry pro- 


task in fighting for more public 
spending. On the one hand, he 
has an especially stroppy client 
group who vie with each other 
to make the most high flown at- 
tacks on the perceived philis- 
tinism of the Government for 
being mean about the arts, lb 
make it worse, he has thrown in 
his face at every meeting, and at 
every awards ceremony he is 
obliged to attend with the great 
and good of the arts world, the 
accusation that the Dome is gob- 
bling up over £465 m of lottery 
money which pould otherwise be 
distributed to the performing 


The Full Monty' utterly defies cultural 
categories. It isn’t lowbrow or dumbed 
down, but it isn’t elitist either. 


rTW? ■ms Graham 

Gi^ne? And *hat atoutJB 

Priestley or even Somerset 
Maugham? Or George Or- 
well? It may be that what has 


alternative to it — miss; that 
artistic brilliance and a mass au- 
dience are wholly compatible. 
If yon read most of what has 
been written about The FuU 
Afcwfy-or listened to wha t Jane 

Asher said about it when it won 

yet another prize, at the 
Evening Standard awards cere- 
mony broadcast on Sunday 
night -.you’d think it was a sbgfit 
but cheeky little Shn, a* 01 * 
male striptease. It isn't. Among 
other things it's about how 

aLa plnwinmnn 


effects of economic change m 
a post-industrial society. This is 
an important, current, subject. 


duces more work like this, all 
power to him. 

Which brings us to the main 
point: of coarse, the popularity 
of The FuU Monty has,first of all, 
powerful implications for those 
who make and commission tele- 
vision programmes. But it may 
also mean something for pub- 
lic policy. Chris Smith, the 
Culture Secretary, is one of the 
more upwardly mobile membets 
of the Cabinet, having recently 
been appointed to the A-team 
making the case for welfare re- 
form- Bui in the harsh worid of 
New Labour’s budgetarycon- 
stramfs,he has an espedaZfyfcard 


and plastic arts. (In naked, self- 
serving public relations terras, it 
seems worth, even at this late 
rtage, the Government hying to 
save Greenwich Theatre, due to 
dose in the rapidly expanding 
shadow of the Dome.) On the 
other hand, his is a natural Cin- 
derella among budgets. 

He has however one ad- 
vantage which some other 
spending ministers do not have. 
At least part of the wider cul- 
tural budget ought to be con- 
sidered in the light of Tony 
Blair's commitment to educa- 
tion. National Reading Year sits 
uneasily with a steady reduction 


in the fends spent directly on 
books in public libraries - about 
15 per cent since 1979 (not to 
mention the steady and dispir- 
iting reduction In libraiy staff 
and opening hours). Museum 
charges -which Smith has mer- 
cifully seen off, at least for the 
time being - are patently 
counter-educational. But for 
the arts budget to benefit from 
the commitment to improved 
spending on education will al- 
most certainly require a dif- 
ferent approach by the arts 
lobby itself. 

In the Thatcherite 1980s, it 
tended to argue in frankly pro- 
duce rist terms - that excellence 
in the arts, including the most 
£lite manifestations of it, was an 
economic good, because it was 
a labour intensive industry that 
expanded tourism and increased 
national prestige. That isn’t ir- 
relevant in the 1990s, but it is 
perhaps of not as much dout as 
its potential, in the widest sense, 
to educate. At the most banal, 
would it really be so philistine 
to tie some theatre subsidy 
more closely to the manage- 
ment’s willingness to perform 
texts studied at GCSE orA-Iev- 
el-or to tour regularly in some 
of the most culturally deserted 
parts erf the country? Or that film 
subsidy shouldn’t also be geared 
in part to stimulate reading - 

“one of those ties” as Byers put 

it "that bind us together as a uni- 
fied and cohesive society.” Ask 
not only what the Government 
can doforlhe arts; ask also what 
the arts can do for a less divid- 
ed society. 


of the American model: “The 

US is hailed as the great mod- 
el. Our prosperity is un- 
matched, the dollar is strong, 
our budget balanced. Unem- 
ployment and inflation are 
down and profits are op. At the 
time, one-in-four children 
is bora in poverty. One-in-five 

workers goes without health in- 
surance. The blessings of pros- 
perity have been largely 
captured by the few. ... If this 
global economy cannot be 
made to work for working peo- 
ple, it will reap a reaction that 
may make the 20th century 
seem tranquil by comparison”. 

Alarmist rhetoric, perhaps, 
but after the collapse of the Ifcr 
East, nobody disagrees too 
much with the need to make 
marketsworkina more efficient 
and equitable fashion. Even 
Georgs Soros, the world’s most 
famous speculator, bemoans 
the fact that the pain of cor- 
rection in the Ffcr East falls on 
its workers and ordinary people, 
not the politicians and fi- 
nanciers vho created the mess. 

Larry Summers, the US 
Deputy Treasury Secretary, gets 
to tire heart of tire matter when 
he s8ys that “markets crafy func- 
tion within a framework of 
transparency and laws that allow 
investors and business to make 
an informed judgem e nt of risk. 
The answer to crises like those 
of the fhr East cannot be ever- 
cascading amounts of finance 
intoputting out the fire. W: have 
to think about international 
polities to control these risks.” 


Photograph: Reuters 


But Newt Gingrich, Speak- 
er of the US House of Repre- 
sentatives. is glorying in 
America’s superiority over Eu- 
rope. “Our free markets have 
created more private-sector 
jobs in the US in the last two 
months than you in Europe 
have in the past 10 years.” he 
told a despondent-looking 
Frenchman. And as Europe 
speeds down the road to mon- 
etary union, Continental politi- 
cians too now talk the language 
of the American model 

But it wasn’t so many years 
ago that the US suffered its 
own banking paralysis - the 
“savings and loans” crisis. Poor 
levels of supervision and dis- 
closure led to bad and some- 
times fraudulent lending on a 
massive scale. Since then the 
US has rebuilt its market sys- 
tem with the emphasis on foil 
transparency and firm regula- 
tion in financial markets. Thus 
reformed, the American mod- 
el seems to be delivering em- 
ployment and prosperity as 
never before. 

Aria makes it imperative 
that this approach is applied in 
emerging markets, too. There 
has been general consensus 
among speakers at Davos that 
international institutions and re- 
porting structures need to be 
strengthened, both to act as an 
early warning system and to en- 
sure adequate supervirion on a 
global scale. And consensus 
here means this is what we will 
see happening everywhere over 
the next year. 
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John Hinde 


John Wilfrid Hinde, 
photographer: bom Street, 
Somerset 17 May 1916; FRPS 
1943; married 1952 Antonia 
Falnoga (three sons, two 
daughters); died Brive en 
Gaiard, France 26 December 
1997. 


John Hinde was one of the pi- 
oneers of colour photography is 
England and a Fellow of the 
Royal Photographic Sotiety be- 
fore he was 30 years okt He also 
founded a picture postcard em- 
pire which, when he sold it in 
1972, could boast 50 million 
sales world-wide. These two 
achievements involved him, if 
not in a double life, then in a 
double aesthetic: the one a 
new and sensitive natur alism in 
printing and reproducing col- 
our, the other a surreal inten- 
sification of colour- ‘That extra 
oomph 71 which, he said, made 
postcards attractive. 

He was bom into a Quaker 
(later Christian Scientist) fam- 
ily, a great-grandson of James 
Clark who, with his brother 
Cyrus, founded Clark’s Shoes. 
As a child, be contracted an ill- 
ness which left him partially dis- 
abled, but he was fascinated by 
photography and already ex- 
perimenting with colour pho- 
tographs while he was at school 

After being apprenticed to 
the family firm, and articled to 
a Bristol architect, J. Ralph 
Edwards, Hinde went to study 
colour photographic printing at 
the Reimann School in London 
with Frank Newens, a leader in 
colour printing in England at 
that time. In 1939, he set up his 


own photographic studio in 
London, learnt more about 
colour photography and its re- 
production in Germany, and in 
1941, began to work for Ad- 
print. a firm of “publisher’s 
producers” who were Jewish 
refugees, mostly from Austria. 
Before the Second World War, 
beautifully illustrated books 
had been produced in Austria, 
whereas in England colour 
reproduction was in its infancy. 

While Hinde was working 
for Adprint, he photographed 
for “Britain in Pictures”, a 
series published by William 
Collins, and another called “The 
Garden in Colour" by TC 
Mansfield. In Roses in Colour 
and Cultivation (1943), Mansfield 
described Hinde's problems and 
patience photographing frac- 
tious and intractable roses un- 
der studio lights, when “buds 
would open; petals would foil; 
stamens would wither”. It was 
his infinitely patient attention to 
detail, to the importance of get- 
ting the photograph exactly 
right, as well as his mastery of 
photographic technique, which 
were the hallmarks of Hinde’s 
work throughout his career. 
Mansfield also emphasised that 
they had not in any way exag- 
gerated or intensified colours, 
something which was to be the 
veiy opposite of Hinde's later 
aesthetic in postcards to appeal 
to a mass audience. 

In the 1940s, Hinde wanted 
to make perfect colour pho- 
tographs. It was a laborious 
process: there were no labora- 
tories, and it took a day and a 
half to make a print with the 
three-colour carbro process. 







That extra oomph 7 : City of London Policeman - postcard from the John Hinde Studios with the colour turned up 


But die production of the colour 
photograph was only the start: 
its reproduction was equally 
important. He persuaded Ad- 
print to allow him to supervise 
the making of the printing 
blocks and to be present with the 
printer, when be set up his ma- 
chines, feeling that printers and 
bkxkmakers had no idea how to 
handle colour photographs, and 
that colour reproductions were, 
all too often, like a piece of 
music badly played. 

Citizens in War and After 
(1945), Exmoor Village (1947) 
and British Circus Life (1948) 
show the sensitivity be could 
bring to colour reproduction. 


lonicus 


Joshua Charles Armitage 
("lonicus**), artist and 
cartoonist: bom Hoytake, 
Cheshire 29 September 1913; 
married 1939 Catherine 
Buckle (died 1988; two 
daughters); died Hoylake, 
Merseyside 29 January 1998. 


U ffl r 


J. C. Armitage (“lonicus 7 ') was 
one of the few remaining “re- 
alistic” artist-cartoonists. His 
beautifully crafted and detailed 
drawings appeared in Punch for 
40 years and contrasted sharply 
with the over-simplified style of 
a newer generation. 

Armitage was bora and died 
in Hey lake, Merseyside. After at- 
tending Liverpool School of Art, 
he taught at the Wall esey School 
of Art, before volunteering for 
the Royal Navy in 1910. Although 
pronounced colour-blind by a 
service medical (a strange diag- 
nosis in view of his subsequent 
success with the palette), he 
spent some time in minesweep- 
ers before becoming a naval 
gunnery instructor in Liverpool 

He was a small elfin-like, 
unassuming man, albeit with a 
permanent twinkle in his eye. 
When his first cartoon appeared 
in Punch, on 29 March 1944, he 
wanted a nom de plume to dis- 
tinguish his light-hearted work 
from his more serious oil paint- 
ing; because the cartoon con- 
tained a couple of ionic columns 
he plumped for “lonicus 7- . The 
name emphasised his key in- 
terest in things architectural as 
evinced by his skill in depicting 


\ " 


‘It's no use ringing - they’re away 7 : cartoon by lonicus 
from Punch , 1953 


urban backgrounds. His car- 
toons are somewhere between 
Acanthus, who also drew 
architecture, and the political 
cartoonist Norman Mansbridge. 

In all he contributed 358 
drawings - illustrations and ti- 
tle decorations as well as car- 
toons -right up to 1984. He also 
drew a final cover for the 
new Punch in 1996, which 
showed Mr Punch, the “new” 
arrival, at a railway station. He 
was a prolific illustrator of chil- 
dren’s books, and produced 


many colour covers for the lo- 
cal Dalesman, as well as 50 
covers for the P.G. Wodebouse 
paperbacks published by 
Penguin. 

His main bobby was golf, and 
his illustrations for Peter Dobe- 
reinefs final posthumous book. 
Well, VU Be Deemed (1996). 
were serialised in the Indepen- 
dent on Sunday. After a lifetime 
membership of the Royal Liv- 
erpool Golf Club, he hung up 
his clubs at Christmas. 

- David Langdon 


Announcements for Gazette 
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS 
(Barths, Adoptions, Marriages, 
Deaths, Memorial services, YVedifing 
anniversaries, in Memoriam) should 
be sent In writing to the Gazkte Ed- 
itor, The Independent, I Canada 
Square, Canary Whar( London EI4 
5DL, telephoned eo(H7l -293 2012(24, 
hour answering machine 0171-293 
2011) or faxed to 0171-293 2010, and 
are ch arged at £6JQ a line (VAT 
extra). OTHBt Gazette announce- 
ments (notices, functions. Forth- 
coming marriages, Marriages) must 
be submitted In writing (or 
faxed) and are charged at £10 a line, 
VAT extra. They should be accom- 
panied by a daytime telephone 
number. 


The OBITUARIES e-man address is j 
obftuaries@Mdependentxokuk \ 


The In d epend e nt * main switchboard % 
number is 0171-293 2000. • 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
The Princess Royal, member of the In- 


terna tioiial Olympic Committee and 
President of the British Olympic As- 
sociation, attends the 107lb Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee meeting 
followed by the XVH1 Olympic Winter 
Games in Nagano, Japan. The Duke 
of Kent, PresdmL Edemel Foundation, 
attends the Student of the Year cere- 
mony, at Drapers' Hail, Throgmorton 
Avenue, London Ed and as Patron, 


Birthdays 

Miss Maev Alexander, actress, 50: Mr 
George Allan, former Headmaster, 
Robert Gordon’s College, Aberdeen, 
61 Sir Anthony Alment, obstetrician 
and gynaecologist, 76; Miss Gillian 
Ayres, painter, 68; Mr Shelley 
Berman, comedian, 72; Mr Michael 
Dickinson, racehorse trainer, 48; 
Mr Val Doonican, singer, 69; The 
Ear! of Antrim, former Keeper of 
Conservation, Thte Gallery. 63; Air 
Chief Marshal Sir John G ing ell, for- 
mer Gentleman Usher of the Black 
Rod. 73; Mr Gavin Henderson, Prin- 
cipal, Trinity College of Music, 50; Sir 
Edgar Kea tinge, former MP. 93; Mr 
Jeremy Kemp, actor, 63; Baroness 
O'Cuthjin, former managing direc- 
tor, Barbican Centre, 60; Miss Elaine 
Pa dm ore. Director, Royal D anis h 
Opera, 51; Brigadier the Hon Dune 
Mary Rhl, former Director, WRAC, 
82; Mr Robert Simpson, cricketer 
and manager. 62; Mr GlenTfeltey, bal- 
let choreographer, 72; Mr Frankie 
Vaughan, anger. 70; Mr Alan Wat- 
son, chairman, Corporate Television 
Networks, 57. 


1946; Boris Karloff (William Henry 
Pratt), actor, 1969. On this day: 
Greece was declared to be indepen- 
dent under the protection of France, 
Russia and Britain, 1830; in New 
Zealand, the cities of Napier and 
Hastings were almost destroyed m an 
earthquake when 256 people were 
killed, 1951; Berlin was bombed in 
daylight by the AQies using over 1JW0 
aircraft, 1945; Harold Macmillan, as 
Prime Minister, made his “Wind of 
Change" speech in Cape Ttjwn, i960; 
dtt Soviet spacecraft luro 9 reached 
the Moon, sending bade television 
pictures, 1966. Today is the Feast Day 
of St Ansfcar, St Blafca, 51 la foe Vir- 
gin, St Laurence of Canterbury, St 
Laurence of Spoleio, St Margaret “of 
England" and St Werburga. 


Lectures 


Anniversaries 


n*cuH«i — — - — ' 

TKmty College of Music, altrudsncDfl- 
cen cekteaimg the 50th birAd^r of the 


Principal, Mr Gavin Henderson, at St 
John's Smith Square, London SW1- 


Changing of the Guard 

The Household Cavalry Mourned Reg- 
iment mounts the Queen’s Life Guard 
at Horse Guards, llam. 


Births Johann Georg Albrechts- 
beiger, composer. 173& Elizabeth 
Blackwell the first woman medical 
practitioner, 1821; Walter Bagehot, 
economist, author and jour nalist, 
1826; Gertrude Stein, author and crit- 
ic, 1874; Friauix Rainier, composer, 
1QQ3. Deaths: Richard “Beair Nash, 
gambler and dandy, 1762; George 
Crabbe, poet, 1832; Edward Charies 
Pickering, astronomer, 1919; John 
Lane, publisher, 1925; Edward 
Phillips Oppenheiai, thriller-writer, 


victoria and Albert Museum: Si- 
mone Matthew, “Interior Design 
and Furniture in London's Palaces 
and Tbwn Houses”, 230pm. 

British Museum: Ralph Jackson, 
“The New Stanway Find and Medi- 
cine in Roman Britain ”, 1.15pm. 
National Portrait Gallery: An- 
gela Cox, “Samuel Fepys and Lord 
Sandwich”, 1.10pm. 

Gresham College (BanranTs Inn 
Hall London EC11: Professor Susan 
Greenfield, “Windows on the Mind: 
the scientist mows in", lpnti Pro- 
fessor Simon Lee, “New Labour, 
New Constitution: new judges”, 
530pm. 

Sheldonian Theatre, "Oxford f Ox- 
ford Amnesty Lectures): Dr Ian 
WQmut, “Dolly: the age of biologi- 
cal control", 6pm. 


Even The Small Canteen (194 Tj, 
in which he photographed a 
pink -and- white -striped shape 
rising from a pastel necklace of 
stewed apples, dried apricots 
and prunes, is a little gem. 

From 1949, John Hinde’s life 
took another turn: having joint- 
ly written and photographed 
British Circus Ufe (1948), he 
worked promoting Chipper- 
field’s and Bertram Mills’ cir- 
cuses, where he met his wife, 
Antonia, known as Jutta, a 
trapeze artist and briefly had his 
own travelling show. 

In 1957, changing direction 
yet again, he sold his first six 
views of Ireland at Shannon air- 


port printing them at the out- 
set with a modified Rotaprint 
office duplicating machine. So 
began John Hinde Ltd, a post- 
card empire, which established 
his name from County Galway 
to Blackpool from Butlins Fi- 
ley to Bognor Regis, and from 
London to the Canaries. 

Among photographers, the 
postcards are fashionably re- 
nowned as “constructed* photo- 
graphs: their planted foreground 
flowers, inserted, dramatic sun- 
sets or Mediterranean skies, 
emboldened colours, which 
could turn Torquay into a sun- 
soaked riviera or Ballinskefligs 
Bay into a bright turquoise 


Edwin Wainwright 


Edwin Wainwright, miner and 
politician: bom WombweH, 
South Yorkshire 12 August 
1908; BEM 1957; MP (Labour) 
for Deame Valley 1959-83; 
Secretary, Parfiamentary 
Labour Party Trade Union 
Group 1966-83; married 1938 
Dorothy Metcalfe ( two sons, 
two daughters); died 
Wbmbwell 22 January 1998. 


We must appreciate that the devel- 
opers win nor be searching far oil far 
the benefit of the nation alone. Ob- 
viously they wfll time foe interests of 
their shareholders and owners at 
bean. The question, therefore, of who 
is to receive foe benefit is very im- 
portant. We must also bear in mind 
that foe developers, by virtue of foe 
risks which they take in finding oQ. 
must receive some reward for taking 
that risk. 


There is no better way for a 
young Member of Parliament, 
newly arrived in the House of 
Commons, to get lo know his 
colleagues than serving with 
them on an interesting Stand- 
ing Committee on a House of 
Commons Bill. In the spring of 
1964, Eddie V&inwright and I 
served on the committee stage 
of the first Continental Shelf 
Bill which was to do with a lit- 
tle gas which had been found in 
the North Sea and some un- 
certain North Sea oil prospects. 

Wainwright was an ex- 
tremely effective member of the 
committee - which included the 
then Minister of Fuel and Pow- 
er, Freddy ErroU, the expert Col 
C.G. Lancaster. Angus Maude. 
Norman Pentland, John Payton. 
Jim Prior, Sir Frank Soskice, lat- 
er Home Secretary, and William 
Whitelaw. It was a measure of 
the homework that he did in 
those days and his deep inter- 
est in all matters to do with fuel 
and power that Whinwright suc- 
ceeded in cutting ice on the 
committee stage. He anticipat- 
ed marry of the future problems: 


In those civilised days, at the 
conclusion of the BflL the min- 
ister had a drinks party for col- 
leagues of all parties who had 
taken part. I remember ErrolL 
not only a cabinet minister but 
a formidable businessman, 
thanking Wainwright most 
charmingly for bis many inter- 
ventions from which, said ErrolL 
he had learnt a loL Those were 
days when ministers would lisr- 
ten seriously to those who had 
first-hand experience of indus-- 
try. albeit they might not share 
their general political view. 

Edwin Wainwright was bom 
into a mining family and started 



Wainwright: effective 


Brendan Gill 


Brendan GIU, journalise bom 
Hartford, Connecticut 4 
October 1914; staff writer, 

A lew Yorker 1936-97; married 
1936 Anne Barnard (two sons, 
five daughters); died New 
York 27 December 1997. 


pond, floating beyond a fuchsia 
hedge, offer holiday happiness 
with the colour “turned up”. 

In 1994. the Irish Museum 
of Modern Art toured an 
exhibition of Hinde's work, 
“Hmdesgbr, to the Royal Pho- 
tographic Society in Balh. Bin his 
earlier work, even though dis- 
played in these hallowed halls, 
has been forever eclipsed by the 
50 miflkni postcards, and it is 
probably as an ancestral voice to 
the work of Martin Parr, whose 
photographs are in a sense an ex- 
tended irook commentary on the 
vivid, holiday genre, that Hinde's 
style will be remembered. 

- Jacqueline Sarsby 


Brendan Gill was associated 
with the New Yorker virtually 
from its inception. 

Born and raised in com- 
fortable circumstances to Irish- 

Catholic parents in Connecticut 
Gill attended Yale University, 
where he first displayed the 
traits of a truly social animal, im- 
mune to the ethnic prejudice 
that lingered He was so popu- 
lar, in fact, that he was “tapped* 
for Skull aud Bones, the grand- 
est of Yale’s “Secret Societies" 
- which are hush-bosh under- 
graduate versions of the 
grander clubs on St James’s. 
Leaving university. Gill began 
contributing short stories to 
the fled gling New Yorker and 
soon, at the ripe age of 22, be- 
came a staff writer, a position 
he held for over 61 years. . 

Now in many ways indistin- 
guishable from its commercial 
competitors, the New Yorker 
was once home for America's 
finest writing talents. The writ- 
ers involved were maverick and 
highly individual; there was lit- 
tle commonality of character be- 
tween, say, E.B. White, James 
Tburber, and Dorothy Parker. 
Yet the diversity of the maga- 
zine's contents - “Talk of the 


work at Darfield Main Colliery 
in 1922, two days after his 1 4th 
birthday. He understood the 
value of technical knowhow in 
the mining industry and worked 
to improve himself on and off at 
Barnsley Technical College. 

In the mid-1930s. he became 
an active member of the Brandi 
Committee of the National 
Union of Mineworkers, and in 
1939 started his 20-year expe- 
rience as a local councillor -his 
know ledge of local government 
was often of great assistance in 
House of Commons committees. 

In October 1959, he was re- 
warded with the Dearne \&lley 
seaL His main political contri- 
bution - and it was a very con- 
siderable one- was as Secretary 
of the Trade Union Group of 
the Parliamentary Labour Par- 
ty. for 17 years, 1966-83, when 
he was also Secretary of the 
Yorkshire Group. This was an 
era when both groups mattered 
for more than they do today. 

Wainwright gained a repu- 
tation for being fond of beer and 
the Commons bar. It was not 
unfair. However, from my per- 
sonal experience, whatever had 
happened the aight before Ed- 
die Wainwright was fresh as a 
daisy at Sam in the Commons 
the following morning. His col- 
leagues chuckled that he was 
never ever the worse for wear 
either in his constituency or in 
the presence of his beloved 
wife of 60 years, Dorothy, who 
was a tower of strength both to 
him and to the Labour Party. 

- Tam Datye/I 



Gill: convivial 


Town” reports, extraordinarily 
long profiles, short stories, arts 
reviews, poetry, even racing 
and golf reports- none the less 
projected a unified impression 
of urbanity, wit, and grace, 
magnified by its origination in 
what was then America's hub of 
cosmopolitan values, New York. 

GiU’s early efforts for the 
magazine were short stories, but 
he rapidly found his true meti- 
er as a non-fiction writer, con- 
tributing profiles, book reviews, 
and countless “Thlk of the 
Town” pieces - the latter, in a 
pre-byline era, inevitably anony- 
mous. He particularly excelled 
as a rewrite man, and gave a 
consistency in tone to the “Talk” 
pieces whidi greatly contributed 
to the magazine's editorial voire. 

His interests were predom- 
inantly social and architectur- 
al (and often a productive blend 
of both) and were both firmly 
rooted in the city of New York. 
A fierce defender of Gotham’s 
heritage, he took a high-profile 


pari in defending its landmarks, 
and (Dost memorably helped 
Jacqueline Onassis lead a suc- 
cessful fight to preserve Grand 
Central Station. 

Of GUTS several biographies, 
perhaps the best is Many Masks 
(1987), his Ufe of Frank Uoyd 
Wright, with- whom he estab- 
lished a dose friendship, despite 
the manifest contrast between 
the awkward nudwestern vision- 
ary and the suave Easterner au- 
thor. H&morefodai sdeisseb^ 
in Tallulah (1972), his biography’ 
of Tkllulah Bankhead, which, 
like its subject, is slight but en- 
tertaining, and in Cole (1971), 
the life of the musical compos- 
er Cole Porter, whcee vitality was 

perfectly matched by the com- 
pulsive conviviality of his chron- 
icler. A life of Charles Lindbergh, 
LmdbergfiAlone (1977), s duller, 
but proved a best-seller. 

Of Gill’s 15 books, few re- 
main in print, and unsurprisingly 
it is Here at the New Yorker 
( 1975) for which he will be best 
remembered - as well as for the 
length of his association with tf 
magazine, since, uniquely, he 
worked under all four of its 
editors. Gill's, history of the 
ma gazin e was enormously suc- 
cesrful and remains a marvellous 
read, full of anecdote and often 
brilliant pen portraits of the 
many artists and writers (some 
flaky, some not; all talented) 
who graced 25 Wfest 43rd Street. 

The book was notrrithofzt its 
detractors, however, who found 
in Gill’s bouncy account a smug 
self-satisfaction that grated and 
struck them as undeserved. 
Some of his views of New York- 
er coMeagaes seemed patronis- 
ing, and inappropriately so. 
Lamenting John O'Hara's social 
insecurity (apparently exacer- 
bated by his fellow Catholic's 
manifest social success). Gill 
seems unable to recognisi. 1 
.O'Hara’s considerable gifts as 
a novelist, perhaps out of his 
own well -suppressed jealousy. 
More damaging was his treat- 
ment of the New Yorker's 
founder Harold Ross: 

Riss was an aggressive)}' ignorant 
men, with a head fan of odd scraps 
of information and misinformation 
and with little experience of foe ar- 
duous discipline of taking thought 
... He was rumoured to have read 
only one book ail foe way through - 
a stout volume an sociology by Her- 
bert Spencer, The. truth was foal he 
had read other books, bat not many. 


This, completely ignores the 
fact that only Reps’s persever- 
ance and eye fox talent estab- 
lished the magazine as a 
cultural nonpar d£ As Ross’s bi- 
ographer Thomas Kunkel 
makes clear in Genius in 
guise (1995), few members 6f 
the magazine's staff were fooled 
by Ross’s playing the fool - ex- 
cept, ostensibly, Brendan Gill 
But it is hard to take lasting 
offence at a man always ready 
to mock his own mild self- 
conceit as well as make fun of 
others: “Even when I am caught 
out and made a fool ol” he once 
confessed, “I manage to twist 
this dreams tan ce about until 
it becomes a proof of how 
exceptional 1 am.” 

-Andrew Rosenheim 


Harold Robeson, inventor, 
died Atlanta, Georgia 27 Jan- 
uary, aged 72. Developed an 
anti-theft device which sprays 
red dye on bank robbers. 

Ho Ming-teh, engineer, died 
Chiayi, Taiwan 1 February, aged 


77. IBs Buddhist-inspired move- 
mem built more than 200 bridges 
in remote areas of Taiwan. 
S.P. Leary, drummer, died 
Chicago 26 January, aged 67. 
Blues drummer with Howlin’ 
Waif and Muddy Waters. 
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Society can set off campaigning costs for VAT 


The costs of campaigning 
incurred by a society 
promoting field sports on 
behalf of subscribing 
members were incurred in 
the course of its business for 
the purposes of valued added 
tax. 

Cbmimssoners of Customs and 
Excise v Britfih fiekj Sports Society. 
Court of Appeal (Lord justice 
Beldam, Lord Justice Hutchison and 
Lord Justice Mummery) 30 January 
W8 


Planing QC and Robert Jay (Sotid- 
tor, HM Customs and Excise) forth* 
Commissioners. 


The Court of Appeal dismissed 
the appeal of the Commis- 
sioners of Customs and Excise 
agains t the decision of Mr Jus- 
tice Hidden, upholding the 
decision of the Vhlue Added 
Tfcrx Tribunal in favour of the 
British Field Sports Society 
on its appeal against value 
added tax assessments. 

David MSne QCandApama Nathan 
(Knights, Tunbridge Weils) for the 
British Fidd Sports Society; Nigd 


Lord Justice Beldam said 
that the society bad been 
formed with a view to pro- 
tecting the rights of its mem- 
bers to cany on field sports. In 
order to counteract the recent 
increase in attacks upon the 
tight to carry on field sports, the 
society bad decided to make a 
substantial increase m its use 
of outside consultants in pub- 
lic relations, research, cam- 
paigning, printing and in 
supplying the media with 
information. 

Until 1990 the society had 
been treated as outside the 
scope of VAX not being a 
business as defined in section 
47 of the Value Added Thx Act 
1983. In 1990 the society had 
begun to offer members sub- 
stantial legal liability insur- 
ance and a free legal help line. 


as well as other insurance 
cover, free copies of its news- 
paper and a free countiy sports 
directory. 

From 1990 onwards the 
society had been required 10 ac- 
count for VAT on its subscrip- 
tion income at the standard 
rate; that proportion of the sub- 
scription attributable to insur- 
ance was allowed as an exempt 
supply, and the part attribut- 
able to the provision of litera- 
ture as a zero-rated supply. 

In April 1993, however, the 
Commissioners had sought to 
deny the society the right to set 
off input tax by ruling that the 
tax it incurred in providing its 
members with professional ser- 
vices in public relations, prim- 
ing. publishing, lobbying and its 
other campaigning activities 
was not attributable to the fa- 
cilities or advantages available 
to its members and was not, 
thus, incurred in the course of 
a business within section 


47(2)(a) of the Acl It was still 
required to account for VAT on 
subscriptions as it was provid- 
ing facilities and advantages to 
its members, and was thus 
deemed to be carrying on a 
business within the meaning of 
section 47(2)(a) of the Act 
That was the ruling which bad 
given rise to the society’s 
appeal to the Tribunal 
The Comraissaoaers argued 
that acting as a collective voice, 
campaigning on behalf of 
members, even furthering the 
interests of members by such 
campaigning could not, with- 
out more, be the provision of 
a facility or advantage to those 
members. The society con- 
tended that its campaigning 
services provided dearly iden- 
tifiable benefits to members 
who could not, individually, 
provide them effectively. It ar- 
gued further that output tax 
and input tax must be treated 
consistently, and that the Com- 


missioners were seeking to ; 


treat them inconsistently. J 
The scope of the phrase ‘‘fe- j 
cilities or advantages” in sec- f 
lion 47 of the Act was very wide ■ L 
and it was therefore permissi- 
ble to resort to the meanings 
which would ordinarily be giv- 
en to the words. “Facilities” re- 
ferred lo the means, resources 
or conveniences which made it 
easier £0 achieve a purpose, anJ 
“advantages” meant the ben- - , 

efit or gain, usually of so£M>’ 
thing not previously enjoyed or t 

available. On that basis the con- 
clusion of the Tribunal was eh” 
tirely justifiable. The society, in 
return for the subscription^ 
provided members with the fa* - 
cility or advantage of putting 
forward a collective view id a- 
professional way, .using tii® 
means which in modern con- _ ' 
ditions were essential if public 
opinion was to be effectively 
influenced. - ^ 

- Kote O'Hanlon, Banister _ ? 
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^In the UK this optimism wys booming, there are only icnla- 
boosted by a survey suggesting live signs of inflationary pressure, 
t at growth in manufacturing Investors arc now hoping 
fell back last month to its low- that the momentum will con- 
acc August. The survey, by tinuc, pulling an end 10 the 

hancred Institute of Pur- volatility in global stock markets, 
ng and Supply, showed Richard Win, the managing 
export orders and cm- director of the stockbrokers Unit- 
nent were down in Janu- ed Mok Yir$ Kie, said yesteiday’s 
dthough domestic orders rise was attributable to better rc- 
outpui rising. gional prospects, panicidariy in 

te activity index fell from Indonesia and Korea. However, 
in December to 51.3 - Nikko Securities in Hong Kong 


~ ?he reason was a heart* mania '" Trevor GreedSm ^ ^ ck bsl monlh 10 ils luw ' 

sksksek: 


xomnination of merger thTT a ‘ Merrm Lynch, 
nahia, option, ^ 

Interest rates and the -cords 

^ r»y of hope on 

Asia's economic ™ Slreet *e DowJoKsindcs 

Inspects. Diane Coyte in F* thc S- 000 Iev - 

%„2T Stephen Wn “ t p r s 

die ,aJo!F Efel,OWed 

■ was 147 points up at 8,05323, 

^f ian “markets had earlier 
Share prices leapt around th* f 61 buc ^ aQ i lone on the Gr$i 

globe.^J e ™^ ?I dm ? ^ of Chin^ 
#uge pharmaceuticals mtr&r th \ T ^ r - Hong Kong 

between Glaxo Wellcome L v ° Q the da Y known 
SmithKline BeechaT Ed ^ -the r ed open- 

. confidence in the financial mar ™ g ’ Wlth a spectacular 14 per 
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interest rates are unlikely to rise Ji? - he th,rd h,ghesl P**- 
this week. Ce “ tage ^ ever and the see- 
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the Chartered Institute of Pur- 
chasing and Supply, showed 
dial export orders and em- 
ployment were down in Janu- 
ary, although domestic orders 
kepi output rising. 


LidSii irTf* M H If k I.*!/ -p, _ — p— r avw r 

el » while the broader Standard «;•> ? dcx fcl i £rom UttJoncsia ^ Kofca - However, 

& Poor’s 500 index riimhwi ~ 7 !? Dtxember 10 $1.3 - Nikko Securities in Hong Kong 
briefly above 1 000 for 1 h,- r ex P^ 1 o m &- but barely. “Industry warned that the current. report- 

time. % late momirm ih* r\F nueds a fur, h er tightening in ing season would produce some 
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a record of 5.599 P wX , “ P° inis 10 1^78.6. Vol- 

2 £M,nmcrea^in^^S ^^ Watofcrh «* h 

diaies. It was the fourth new high AfteMbkSuTh* 1 ’ 

fvnifiPhnt -, 1 a. . r*T _ /VITer ttus Start, it was easy 


on the trot, although tantalfcingfy 
below the 5,600 barrier it had 
breached earlier in the day. 

Shares in drugs com pand, 
along with Hong Kong-related 
stocks such as HSBC and Stan- 
dard Chartered, made the 

biggest leaps. Analysts reckoned 


After this start, it was easy 
for optimism about the econo- 
my and interest rates to lake 
hold in the markets. Although 
the Federal Reserve, the Bank 
of England and the Bundes- 
bank all hold key meetings this 
week, none is expected to 
increase the cost of borrowing. 


head, said Jonathan Loyncs, an 
economist at HSBC Markets. 

Despite the economic slow- 
down, many analysts remain 
optimistic about prospects for 
corporate profits, and hence 
share prices, this year. Bob 
Semple at NalWcst Markets 
said: “What the Glaxo deal is 
telling us is that the pressure will 
not be on profit margins so much 
as people finding themselves out 
on the street without a job." 

Separately, the Halifax said 
house prices had risen 0.6 per 
cent in January, or 5.8 per cent 
year-on-ycar. Although Iasi 
month's increase took them to 
the highest ance the 1989 boom, 
the Halifax predicted “moder- 
ate” house price growth this year. 

In the US, Alan Greenspan, 
the Fed chairman, signalled no 
move on rates there for the time 
being. Although the economy is 


unpleasant news as a result at thc 
high interest rates in the fourth 
quarter of lust year. “We are not 
calling this a turning-point, ” 
said thc brokerage. 

A notable feature of yes- 
terday’s trading was the high- 
profile participation of overseas 
fund managers. This was par- 
ticularly tnre in Singapore, 
where shares climbed more 
than l(i percent. Bangkok was 
up 1 1 per cent and Jakarta 
showed almost a similar rise. 

In Tokyo the Nikkei 225 
made mure modest progress, 
ending 148 points higher at 
16.776.82. 

The Korean slock market, 
however, was down almost 5 per 
cent yesterday. But the fall was 
due to profit-taking in the wake 
of the impressive 56 per cent 
rise in stock prices since the 
beginning of 1998. 

Outlook, page 25 



A panel displays the dosing of the Hang Seng Index outside a bank in 
its second biggest point gain, drawing strength from rallying markets 


Hong Kong yesterday. The 
in the region 


index rocketed to 
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New Year stock markets surge around the world 
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•Drug shares soar 
as takeover 
fever grips sector 


Government to put £l23m into Airbus despite Treasury opposition 


Shares in pharmaceutical 
companies soared 
yesterday as the stock 
market responded to the 
- planned mega-merger 
between Glaxo and 
SmithKline Beecham. 
The entire drugs sector 
was gripped by takeover 
fever as traders 
speculated oh who else 
^Enright feel the urge to 
merge. 

*. But while analysts 
applauded the deal some 
fund managers are not so 
sure. Ngel Cope and Andrew 
Yates report. 


Glaxo was the major benefida- 
ly of the market's new “drugs 
high" with ils shaves rocketing by 

20.7 percent to 1983p The suzge 
added_£12bn to the company’s 
market viable while SmithKline’s 
shares rose by more than 8 per 
T .-ent, increasing its value by 
£3.6bn. At these levels a com- 
bined GlaxoSmithKline would 
be worth £1 17bn. 

Shares in Zeneca were 
draeged higher in tbs frenzy, ris- 
ing ^ by almost 10 per cent as an- 
alysts suggested it may dow be 
prompted to seek a deal. 
“Zeneca will be touted as a bid 
candidate though the manage- 
ment are likely to be against it,” 
said Valerie Lee at ftnmureGor- 
cfoa “And \re would expect Co see 
consolklatidn in the US market." 

Analysts suggest the most 
likely groups to seek a deal are 
Merck of the US and American 
Home Products, which was in 
talks with SnuthKline itself un- 
til Friday ni ght when it was 
^abandoned by SmithKline in 
* favour of a Glaxo deal. 


But while analysts praised the 
proposed merger, some institu- 
tional shareholders were more 
critical. One senior fund manager 
said: 'T can’t help but think that 
the. whole thing is- somewhat 
overcooked. Is it really conceiv- 
able that Sir Richard Sykes 
[Glaxo s chairman] and Jan 
Leschly [SmithKHne's chief ex- 
ecutive] will work so well to- 
gether? It looks like a blueprint 
for tension at some stage." 

The fund manager also ques- 
tioned the scope for potential 
cost-cutting, given that Glaxo has 
only recently competed major 
cuts following its merger with 
Wellcome in 1995. “Are these 
companies really so inefficient 
that they will be able to make 
flbo-plus savings?” 

Another institutional investor 
questioned the potential windfalls 
for the group’s management, 
depending on how the deal is 
structured. If a. “newco" is 
formed to take over both com- 
panies it could trigger share op- 
tion payments on both rides. 
These would run into millions of 
pounds. 

If the merger goes ahead 
there are likely to be huge pay 
increases for the Glaxo execu- 
tives,, vrito earn significantly 1 ms 
than * their counterparts at 
SmithKlin e. which has a repu- 
tation for lavish payments. 

Sir Richard Sykes was paid a 
total of£Um in 1996, compared 
with Jan Lesciily ,s ^ £2.1m- As Sir 

Ridbard will be executive chair- 
man of the new group and Mr 
Leschly its chief executive, the 
Glaxo man is likely to expect 
equal pay. He will need at least 
to double his salary to take him 
ahead of SmithKline’s Dr Jean 
Pierre-Gamier, who will be one 
of the merged group’s executive 
directors. He earned £1.96m 
last year. 

Outlook, page 25 


The Department of Trade and 
Industry yesterday scored a 
major victory against thc Trea- 
sury after the Government un- 
veiled plans to invest £L23m in 
a new generation of Airbus In- 
dustrie aircraft in a move that 
could guarantee 27,000 UK jobs. 

The move, which was 
strongly opposed by Treasury 
officials on the grounds the pro- 
ject could be self-financed, was 


seen by some as a government 
attempt to send the right po- 
litical signals to Europe. 

Margaret Beckett, Presi- 
dent of the Board ofTrade. said 
the cash to Airbus, which is 20 
per cent owned by British 
Aerospace, was given as part of 
a Dew relationship with indus- 
try. The money would secure 
more than 2,000 jobs at BAe 
and underpin the security of a 


further 25,000 jobs at its sup- 
pliers. she said. 

Mrs Beckett explained: 
“Thc agreement with BAe con- 
tinues the Government’s drive 
to create a new partnership be- 
tween government and indus- 
try. The investment by the 
Government is repayable and 
will be on a commercial basis.” 

The money, which follows a 
£200m aid package to Rolls- 


Gravy train rolls on as two 
bosses share £1 .2m pay-off 


Further evidence emerged yes- 
terday that the City gravy train 
is still steaming ahead after two 
top executives received pay-offs 
totalling £l-2fn. 

John Garrett, head of 
Rank’s leisure division, is in line 
for a £500.000 pay-off after re- 
signing yesterday following a 
boardroom bust-up with An- 
drew Teare, the group’s chief 
executive. Finn Johnsson. for- 
mer head of United Distillers, 
the spirits business of Guinness, 
has become the latest casualty 
of the drinks group’s mega- 
merger with Grand Metropol- 
itan. He will receive £800,000. 

Rank admitted yesterday 
that Mr Garrett had left the 
group following a disagree- 
ment with Andrew Teare. Mr 
Garrett said: “It was a question 
of strategy. I did cot believe in 
some of the things that Rank 
was doing and the direction the 
company was moving.” 

"As a shareholder I am con- 
cerned about Rank’s perfor- 
mance and dissatisfied with 
the share price,” he added. 

Mr Garrett declined to com- 
ment further about his dis- 
agreements with the board. 
However, City observers believe 
that he became increasingly 
concerned that Mr Tfcare’s in- 
vestment strategy was mis- 
guided and plans to revitalise 


the Butlin's brand were 
doomed to fail Before Andrew 
Teare’s appointment two years 
ago, Mr Garrett had been seen 
as front-runner to replace 
Michael Gifford, the group's 
fonner chief executive . 

Sir Denys Henderson, chair- 
man of Rank, said be had 
backed Andrew Teare in the 
boardroom battle. “The idea 
that this was a boardroom coup 
is a load of codswallop. As far 
as I know no other senior man- 
agement are about to leave.” Sir 
Denys claimed that Mr Garrett 
was against Rank’s plans to sale 
and lease back some of its 
property and rejected strict 
targets for a 15 per cent return 
on new investment. Rank also 
claims that Mr Garrett was 
unhappy with the amount of in- 
vestment made available to 


the leisure business, a fact that 
Mr Garrett strenuously denies. 

Mr Garrett is considering 
launching a management buy 
out for thc leisure division which 
includes the Mecca bingo chain. 
Odeon cinemas, Grosvenor 
casinos, the Tom Cobleigh pub 
estate and 51 night chibs. 

Mr Johnsson, who joined 
Guinness in 1994 from Euroc, the 
Scandinavian building products 
group, was known for his dy- 
namism and boundless enthusi- 
asm for the job. But, Mr Keenan 
is understood to have been giv- 
en his new role due to his skills 
in handling mergers which he 
proved when integrating Kraft 
and General Foods. 

Rank's shares rose 12J5p to 
312p and Diagso’s fell 2p lo552p 
-Andrew Yates 
Investment column, page 24 




Finn Johnsson: Merger 
casualty to get £800,000 


John Garrett: In line for 
a £500,000 pay-off 


Barclays takes £688m hit from BZW sell-off 


Barclays yesterday revealed it 
would suffer a £688m hit 

following last year’s decision, to 
sell pans its investment 

banking ann. \ 

Fbftwihg Gty pressure to 
spell out the financial implica- 
tions of thedeaifhe bank said 
its 1997 figures,: due for release 
on ]7 February, would include 


difficult market conditions”, 
the bank said yesterday. 
Martin Taylor, Barclays’ duet 


no longer made commercial for flOOm, £50m less than book 

sense for us.” vahie ' Later 11131 month \ h ^ 

Last November, the bank an- announced it was dosing its 
tKHUjcedh was selling its UK and Japanese equities business, after 


executive, siid: ""fa » find a buyer, 

antegfcdecBicmtoredeftBo^ ^StZessestoCreSiSu- eember, Bnrdays sold its Aus- 
investment banking business m mveu^ (CSFB )_ ^ tralasan investment banking 

the autumn, becaise contmu^ ^^mantoninvatmenlbanfc activities to ABN Amro, lie 

to invest in parts of the business Swiss-Amensiu Dutch bank for £70m. 


on 17 February, would include , Bank yesterday moved to kick-start its 

a £340m restructuring charge IJK ^^rate advisory business by 

X3S3SS5 

^ pool 

rounding their future and employe* 


activities to ABN Amro, the 
Dutch bank for £7Dm. 

This year’s announcement 
that CSFB was to buy some of 
Barclays’ Asian equities busi- 
nesses marked the end of the 
sale process. The bank’s re- 
maining Asian equities 
businesses are to be dosed, with 
the possible exception of the 
Philippines, where Barclays 


still hopes to negotiate a sale. 

Kathryn Newton, banking 
analyst at UBS, said: “The 
charges going through the prof- 
it and loss account [the £340m 
restructuring charge and the 
£129m goodwill charge] were 
slightly more than expected, but 
did not come as an enormous 
surprise. But the terrible trad- 
ing loss [the operating loss of 
£21 9m] was a big surprise.” 

The City was pleased Mr 
Thylor had moved to end un- 
certainty over the cost of the 
BZW sale, and Barclays’ shares 
dosed up 41p at 1886p. 

~ Lea Paterson 


Royce to develop ^ Trent engines 
for the project, will be used as 
launch aid in the development 
of two new aircraft, the long- 
range A340-50Q and the 380 
sealer A341W00. These would 
compete with the US built 
Boeing 777 and the smaller ver- 
sions of the 747. 

Sir Richard Evans, BAe 
chief executive, said the cash in- 
jection was “excellent news for 


Lloyd’s policy 
to insure 
against 
rogue traders 


The recent spate of heavy 
trading losses suffered by in- 
vestment banks at the hand of 
rogue traders could soon be a 
thing ofthe past Banks can now 
insure themselves against 
would-be Nick Leesons thanks 
to a policy designed by SVB, a 
syndicate of Lloyd’s of London. 

A “large New York based fi- 
nancial institution” yesterday 
became the first bank to buy 
SVB’s “rogue trader” policy, 
and the syndicate expects more 
banks to follow suit in the com- 
ing months. 

“There’s been a tremen- 
dous interest", said Rupert 
VzDeis of SVB, who reckons the 
syndicate has made about 30 
quotes since the policy’s incep- 
tion last October. SVB has 
handled queries from banks in 
Japan. Switzerland, the USA, 
Scandinavia, Holland and the 
UK. 

But be warned, the cost of 
protecting your bank from a 
rogue trader is far from negli- 
gible. A bank wanting to insure 
itself against losses of $3 00m 
(£190m) would be looking an 
annual premium of several nuk 
lion dollars, depending on 
SVB’s assessment of its man- 
agement controls, according to 
Mr Vniers. 

SVB said its policy, which 
was inspired by the antics of 
Mr Leeson, “provides cover for 
a loss sustained by a bank as 
a result of trading which has 
been concealed by the trader 
or falsely recorded in the in- 
stitution’s records. The cover 
extends to commitments in 
excess of permitted limits, 
trading in unauthorised in- 
struments and trading with 
unapproved counterparties”. 

But although SVB insures 
against dishonesty, it does not 
cover incompetence. 

Mr ViDers said yesterday 
he expected further sales ofthe 
policy this month: “The new 
product has been targeted at 
quality institutions with a sound 
internal control environment* 1 
- Lea Paterson 


B ritain, for Airbus and for the 
25,000 or so workers across the 
UK who are involved with this 
great European project” 

He added: “The government 
is investing in success, given that 
the A340-50Q/600 has attracted 
100 commitments worth S13bn 
frnm majoff aidines including Vir- 
gin, Air Canada and Egypt Air.” 

These comments reinforced 
the views of the Treasury and 

STOCK MARKETS 


others that the project would 
have proceeded regardless of 
public funding. Arabella Grant, 
aerospace analyst with stock- 
broker Panmure Gordon, said: 
“Airbus would have gone ahead 
with this anyway. But the Gov- 
ernment should neither win nor 
lose because it’s a guaranteed 
long-term investment.” 

- Terry Macaiister 
Outlook, page 25 
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Barclays spells 
out the damage 


CU eyes up £191 m purchase 
of top German life insurer 


Barclays: At a glance 

Martef value: £28.660 it, share price 1886p (+14p) 


Normally when a chief executive teQsibe 
market that, because of a strategic 
error, profits are going ro be £688m lower 
then normal, all hell breaks loose. 
Unless, of course, you are BanJays T Vn 
the City pats you on the hack and your 
shares rise by 41p to 1886p. 

In fact Barclays’ shares have out- 
performed the extremely buoyant 
banking sector of late, despite pro- 
longed shenanigans over the future of 
its investment banking arm, BZW. 
.After months of nunour and counter- 
rumour, it offloaded BZWs equity and 
corporate advisory activities at the end 
of last year. It admitted the businesses 
had been sold at less than book value, 
but failed to spell out the full financial 
implications. 

Barclays finally came dean yesterday 
and admitted it wQl take a £340m re- 
structuring charge and £ J 29m goodwill 
charge in 1997. Oh, and by the way, the 
equities business made an operating loss 
of£219m, taking the total hit to£688m. 

In the normal course of things, all 
this would add up to a rough ride for 
Barclays' shareholders. Yet the stock 
has been doing well of late, and there 
are good reasons why. 

First, the City is over the moon to 
see the back of Barclays’ global in- 
vestment banking ambitions, what- 
ever the price. The qualities that make 
a good retail banker do not make a 
good investment banker, a fact that 
Barclays- and for that matter NatWest 
- have been slow to digest. 

Second, the stock has been buoyed 
up by persistent merger rumours. Mar- 
tin Taylor, Barclays' chie f executive, has 
indicated his company would be more 
than willing to jump on the consoli- 
dation bandwagon. The marriage part- 
ner could be NatWest, Legal & 
General or a former building society, 
depending on which rumour you be- 
lieve. But. whatever form they take, the 
rumours can only be good for shares. 

Finally, Barclays. NatWest and 
Lloyds have a lower exposure to Asia 
than HSBC and Standard Chartered. 
This fact has tended to benefit the former 
at the expense of the latter, a trend lhai 
looks set to continue as long as Asia’s 
economic future remains in the balance. 

Ail the large banks report annual 
profits in the next few weeks, and es- 


Operating income (£m) 7401 6930 7251 7598 8126 


Mr Teare should be given tbe benefit 
ofthedoubtfornowbutifanyofhisne- 
fonns backfire he could be the nest board 
director to lose his job. BZW forecasts 
1997 profits of £295m, rising to £325m 
this year, puititJgllK shares cat a prospec- 
tive p/e ratio of 13, then 11. Hold on. 




Eammgs per share (p) 19.20 72.40 83.60 104.20 117.72 


No tea party 
for Whittard 
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thnates from Nikko Europe make 
Barclays, along with NatWest and 
Lloyds, look rather pricey. But the pre- 
mium is justified by industry rational- 
isation and the magnitude of the 
banks' exposure to Asia. Worth hang- 
ing on to for now. 


Rank reassures 
the market 


Rank's shareholders breathed a sigh of 
relief yesterday. With chief executive 
Andrew Teare's recovery plan centred 
on the expansion of the Hard Rock 
Cafe chain, so much is hanging on the 
success or failure of the business. 

A profits warning from Planet 
Hollywood earlier this month set alarm 
bells ringing. But Rank reassured the 
market that it bad managed to avoid 
its main rival’s problems and that 
profits had not fallen off a cliff. After 
a truly dreadful run which has seen the 
stock hit its lowest level since 1993 over 


the last few weeks. Rank's share price 
perked up lIL25p to 312p. 

So does this mark the turning point 
for Rank? The simple answer is that 
it is too early to tell. Mr Teare’s huge 
investment programme should not 
begin to bear fruit for probably the next 
six months at least. Until then several 
question marks remain over the 
group’s strategy. Analysis believe Hard 
Rock’s profits are still only growing at 
a pedestrian rate and Rank will need 
to do a lot better than that to convince 
a growing band of sceptics in the City. 

The expensive revamp of Butlin’s 
and the delayed roll-out of the Tom 
Cobleigh chain are also concerns. 
Meanwhile the Odeon cinema chain 
and Mecca bingo division are doing 
better than some rivals in the industry, 
but there is still plenty of work to do 
to get the businesses up to scratch. 

It not just the market that has raised 
questions about Mr Teare’s reforms. 
John Garrett, head of the group's 
leisure business, has been increasingly 
vocal in his complaints and yesterday 
derided to quiL 


Whittard of Chelsea has not proved to 
be investors’ cup of tea over the last 
few months, with the shares foiling by 
more than 10 percent 

Yesterday’s interim results from 
the specialist coffee, tea and ceramics 
merchant, highlighted the market’s 
concerns. Sales rose by more than a fifth 
in the six months to November thanks 
to new store openings, but economic 
problems in Japan and the devaluation 
of the yen have hit margins at its 34 out- 
lets over there. Underlying pre-tax 
profits rose 16 per cent to £639,000 for 
the six months to November. 

Whittard has continued to open new 
shops at a rapid rate. However, the 
group relies heavily on new openings 
to maintain its profits momen tum An- 
other 12-15 UK outlets are planned this 
year bnt it is difficult to see where in- 
ternational growth is coming from. Ex- 
pansion plans in the Far East have been 
affected by the financial turmoil that 
has afflicted the area. Perhaps wisely 
it has not yet derided to challenge the 
continental Europeans or the Ameri- 
cans on their own ground, and it has 
only just begun to dip its toe into South 
America and South Africa. 

Whittard has been singularly un- 
successful in its attempts to diversify 
away from its retail business. Nothing 
much has so for come of plans to mar- 
ket specialist coffees through super- 
markets. A misexmeeived attempt to sell 
casual clothes has cost the group 
£ 66 , 000 . 

Whittard was an Aim high flyer. But 
the group has found it tougher going on 
the main market and the derision by the 
chairman and dnef executive to sell same 
stock recently has hardly helped senti- 
ment. The shares did edge up 3.5p to 
200p yesterday. However analysts hare 
scaled back profit forecasts for the full 
year from £3Jm to £3m, and 199S-99 
forecasts from £43m to £4m, putting the 
shares of 16, then 13. High enough. 


Commercial Union 
yesterday announced 
considering spending 
£191 m on one of 

Germany’s leading life 

insurers in an effort 
to expand its reach in 
Europe, As Andrew Verity 
reports, the expansion 
follows a surprising 
success story in Poland. 


director, said: ‘‘In Germany, the 
life insurance premiums are still 
a smaller market than the UK. 
ifeosbos are unfunded and at the 
moment most of it is still done 

through the state. This is part of 

a strategy to develop the life 
insurance business in Europe. 

CU said it was convinced the. 

German market for life insur- 
ance would grow sharply. De- 

W._w.UL»Mnn>,1rl niich 


The insurance giant said it 
wanted to buy Berliniscbe 
Lebe nsversiche rung AG from 

Europe’s largest life insurer, Al- 
lianz. and Munich Re, the Ger- 
man reinsurer, who between 
them hold a 95 per cent stake. 

The talks are pan of the 
company's drive to establish a 
presence in European countries 
which are expected to encour- 
age private insurance and more 
away from state provision. 

Peter Foster. ClTs finance 


the government into fanning out 
pensions to the private sector. 

In contrast to the UK mar- 
ket, Germany spends just 2 5 
per cent of GDP on life insur- 
ance. In the UK, life insurance 
makes up 7 per cent of GDE 

■Shares in Commercial Union 
eased I Ip to 979p yesterday. Mr 
Foster said this reflected the rest 
of the insurance sector rather 
than reaction to its acquisition. 
“The reaction we have had from 
analysts is that it fits with strat- 
egy and that there is a good op- 
portunity there," he said. 

CU has already had a sur- 


prising nra of success in Poland, 
where it already has 45 per cent 
of the market for selling life in- 
surance to individuals. 

Setting up its operation in 
1993, CU has invested just £5m 
on the operation. CU Polska 
now brings in £57m a year in an- 
nual premiums. Lump sum in- 
vestments leapt by 82 per cent 
last yem - to £8m. f 

The company also has 
established operations in 
France, where itis aiming to sell 
UK-style individual pensions 
to French investors. A Czech 
operation was also set up in 
November last year. 

CU, which employs more 
than 9,000 staff, takes more than 
£3.7bn in insurance premiums 
every year, including general 
insurance, such as household 
and motor cover. 


Berlinishe, which has S00 
staff, had premium income last 
year of £277m and has recent- 
ly remoulded its management 
and changing its operations. 


La Senza in 


Nomura linked with Gibbs Mew 


takeover talks 


La Senza, the troubled lingerie 
retailer that has issued a series 
of profits warnings in the last 
year, confirmed yesterday it was 
talks with “a number of parties” 
that could lead to an offer for tiie 
company. Ann Summers, the 
retailer of raunchy underwear 
and sex aids, is thought to be one 
of the companies involved. 

Shares in La Senza. priced 
at 150p when the group came 
to the market in 1996, closed 
Sop higher at 25 Jp. However, 
some analysts suggested an 
offer might hare to be pitched 
at up to 40p to be successfuL 

La Senza has been a disas- 
trous performer since coming to 
the market in May 19%. Its 
rapid store opening programme 
proved unattainable due to ris- 
ing rents and competition for 
sites and its trading has been 
below expectations. 

- Nigel Cope 


Nomura, the Japanese invest- 
ment bank that has bought into 
the British transport, betting 
and pub industries and wants to 
buy Energy Group, yesterday 
emerged as a possible predator 
for Gibbs Mew. 

Shares in the Salisbury-based 
pub operator soared 52p to 
30K5p yesterday after it admit- 
ted it was in takaaver talks. Ush- 
ers, the brewer and pub operator 
that recently took over a contract 
to brew Gibbs Mew’s famous 
Bishop's Tipple ale, is another 
likely suitor, as is Enterprise 


Inns, tiie acquisitive pub group. 
Some larger pub rhanw such as 
Greene King are understood to 
have ruled themselves ouL 
Analysts believe the group 
could fetch around £45 m. 
although a bidding war could 
push that figure much higher. 

Nomura became the largest 
pub landlord in the UK whh the 
purchase of the Entrepreneur 
chain and is looking for more ac- 
quisitions in the sector. It owns 
William Hill bookmakers. Angel 
Trains mid 57,000 army homes. 

—Andrew Ytrteiv 
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Fewer than 


So whv should you go to university or college? 


20 employees? 


Have your say on 


a law that could 


affect your 


business 


and help disabled people. 


The Disability Discrimination Act protects disabled people against discrimination. 
The employment part of the Act currently affects companies with 20 or more staff, but the 
Government is consulting on whether this limit should be lowered to cover smaller 
organisations like your own. To have your say, get hold of a consultation document by 
calling 0345 622 633, textphone 0345 622 644 quoting SEF1, orfill in this coupon and 
send it to DDA Information Line, freepost mid 02164 Stratford-upon-Avon, CV37 9BR- 
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'ON the glaxo 
||$MiTHKHne merger, 
: ; interest rate 
^prospects and 

«* AIRBUS LAUNCH AID 


fssaBsaasas* 

“J^ccnKuineisaodremlatnPEtaArs.r 


it is ton ZTT ■ regulators twilchy. So 

;-5?ijm5BSn1 
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^S™ r^spectivesharebokierspHtwfflte 

^^ rea ^ beM *e “eiger arc the 
^nflrarones of scale and consolidation. In 
WrtSP^ w bere size matters, Glaxo- 

^ *e mother of afl busi- 

**sseUt wiH have a valuation of more than 
«00bn, sales of £16bn and an annual re- 

S^ erel ° Pn, “* b “ d 8« 

. ^yosjogthenttagerisdasiedflsa^con- 

trol event” then the corporate gravy train 
wwstan raffing with spectacular results for 
executives from both companies. 

sco P e for economies of scale it 
wfli oner promises to be even more im- 
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Tins will cause some shrinkage in the 

lOwXXl-strongTwaikft^bmitwnbenoth- 
“® compared to the pain Glaxo-SmiihK- 


line could inflict on the opposition. Sir 
Ridianfs strategy of developing three new 
drugs a year by the milfcnium against the 
current industry average of one per com- 
pany, mil cease to look like the product of 
a mind-enhancing substance. 

And yd such is the fragmented nature 
of the pharmaceutical industry that Glaxo- 
SmithKline win still account for only 8 per 
cent of the world market for prescription 
drags with Men± in second place on 4.6 per 
cenL True, it would dominate the market 
far anti-viral drags, Kkc the herpes treatment 
Zovirax, and ami-emetic drags used to com- 
bat the sjdc-effcds of chemotherapy. True, 
also, its combined sales in some kxalmar- 
kds would be a gpod deal higher than 8 per 
cent. 

But the Glaso-^felfcome merger throe 
yeats ago provides an exam pie of how com- 
peting products can be sold off to satisfy reg- 
ulatory concerns. 

Unless Margaret Btoddl can find a pre- 
text for ria?rnin|r jnrfcftiriipQ over the deal, 
the appropriate investigating authority on 
this side of the Atlantic win be Brussels where 
Karel \ftn Mtert, the Competition Com- 
missioner, is already on record as support- 
ing consolidation in the pharmaceuticals 
sector. 

Provided Glaxo-SmithKline can demon- 
strate that a merger would bring new drugs 
to the market more quickly and cost effec- 
tively* then the industrial rationale will be 
as compelling as the financial logic. 

And, best of all, this will be British pow- 
erhouse in a sector where size will become 
increasingly critical to success. Unless Glaxo 


and SmhhKlinc tie the knot now and 
leapfrog to number one slot, how long be- 
fore they are left further behind by Merck- 
Pfizcr or Novartis-Roche? 

Don’t count on a 
rates standstill 

The Bank of England's decision on 
whether or not to raise interest rates this 
week is finely balanced, according to al- 
most every City pundit, but most are con- 
fident the balance is going to tip in favour 
of leaving than unchanged. Why? Because 
the economy has already started to slow, 
export growth has halted and manufac- 
turers are gloomy. Betides, neither Amer- 
ica’s Federal Reserve Board tomorrow nor 
Germany's Bundesbank on Thursday is ex- 
pected to increase borrowing costs. 

The analysts are right to say it's a dose 
call, but their confidence about which way 
the Bank wiU go reflects a selective read- 
ing of the mixed economic signals. While 
growth has been weaker than expected, in- 
flation has been much higher, earnings 
growth is picking up and the service sec- 
tor - more than two thirds of the econo- 
my - is still booming. 

In truth, it will not make much differ- 
ence what the Monetary Policy Commit- 
tee decides on Thursday, for it is 
impossible to fuie-iune the economy by 
quarter-point interest rate changes. The 
Bunk's job Is like steering a supertanker 
in thick fog. 


In that case, why should * 

raise rates again in the face of ' 

Cm* aesmat- 


ter of tactics, it might 

painfully high pound down ^ 

were persuaded that rates had reached 

theBaakofB«tod doesnot 

tetparts in the US and Germany. Hit rails 

to ad and the next few weeks bring ted 
d-nriment mtnc 
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jog over £123m to British Aerospace sk 
weeks after the company had agreed to 
fko ripvp-lnnmait Of B DOW fiCO" 


fort* pan IU Uic U6THV a - 

eratiOD of long-range Airbus commercial 

jets. . „ . 

The explanation for the time-lag is an 
unseemfy squabble between rise Treasury, 
which wanted to refuse BAe the money 
because it was already quite profitable 

« j . t-v _ . - * aiT'TIni^ aflri 


sssesssss ^ 

ler all, inflation is higher here than many 

other westemto*Btridcounizy apart tram 
Gl ^SdIy, the Bank has to five up to iB 

own very optimistic inflation fo recas t. Its 

lastfaflatkmRfiparimNdvmnberwas^^ 

ty confided that target inflation would be 
far lower than it is now. If mwxtweers 
quarterly Report the Bank* boffrawant 
to draw raflauwi getting bad: cm track, 

either need a rate rise now or they must 

use some other excuse, filre the Asian cn- 

a _ * - ‘g-- W ft i n awiwifl C/1 rmfirnisbc. 


sas, to justify remammg so 

None erf these areknoefcom arguments. 
But they do suggest that it would be no- 
wise to counton Interest rate inaction on 
Thursday. 

Anew line on 
launch aid 

Industrial b«mch aid fa generally only giv- 
en to projects that would otherwise not 
go ahead. Yesterday the Government 


Industry, which bought BAe s argument 
that the Airbus work along with 2^00 jobs 
would go abroad if its application was 
turned down. 

The Prime Minister, no less, was 
Pa pwt on to arbitrate and decided to come 
down on the side of jobs and a quiet life. 
Nor, given the pan-European nature of 
Airbus, did it do his wider ambitions any 
harm. Why fork out £1 -2bn on a rail link 
to the Continent when you can establish 
your European credentials for a tenth of 

that? 

The wings for the new Airbus A340- 
500 and 600 family of jets will now be built 
in Chester not Thiwan. All of which made 
it a good day for the North West yester- 
day on top of Merseyside’s £43m subsidy 
from the taxpayer to build the baby Jag 
at Halewood. 

But in succumbing to BAe’s exagger- 
ated threats to take jobs abroad the DTI 
has set an unfortunate precedent The 
commercial prospects for the hew Airbus 
alone ought to make the case for launch 
aid. Let’s hope the taxpayer makes a real 
return of at least 8 per cent 


staple launches panel 
to counter threat 
•of corporate fraud 


Business failures are 
currently running at an 
alWme low. But if, as 
expected, economic 
growth levels off there . 
CoOld be a swift increase 
. in corporate fraud, 
business was warned 
yesterday- Roger Trappy . .. . 
reports on a fresh 
attempt to combat 
a perennial problem. 

Tbe warning came from George 
Staple, former head of the 
prions Fraud Office, at the of- 
ficial lanndi of a body deagned 
to tackle the problem by draw- 
ing on expertise in a variety of 
sectors.. The Fraud Advisory 
Bfaiel has been established un- 
der the auspices of the Institute 
of Chartered Accountants in - 
England mid Wales, but is being 
supported by several public- 
sector organisations, inductin g 
the Customs & Excise, the 
Department of Social Security, 
the National Audit Office and 
the City of London and Met- ' 
ropolitan police forces. 

Ian McCartney, a minister 
■t‘ the Department of Trade and 


Industry, welcomed the move, 
saying he hoped it would play 
an ‘important part in devel- 
oping greater awareness of 
business fraud and the means 
of co mbating it”. 

The initiative was intro- 
duced by Gerry Acher, head of 
audit at accountants KPMG 
and chairman of the institute's 
• audit faculty. He Htened the 
move to the institute's prime 
role in setting up the Cadbury 
Committee on corporate gov- 
ernance in the wake of the spate 
of business failures that fol- 
lowed the late 1980s boom. 

Many of these collapses, 
such as Polly Peck, Barlow 
Clowes and Bank of Crafit and 
Commerce International, were 
followed by high-profile fraud 
trials. And Mr Staple and Mr 
Acher believe that experience 
suggests that if the current 
buoyant economic conditions 
are followed by another reces- 
skm a similar pattern could 
follow- unless there is a change 
in the business culture. 

The panel, which has already 
sat twice, has established three 
working parties charged with 

meeting die prime objective of 
achieving that change by re- 
ducing die incidence and impact 


of business fraud The first, to 
be chaired by Anthony Bing- 
ham, a partner at accountants 
Coopers & Lybrand and a mem- 
ber of the audit faculty, will gath- 
er information on fraud with the 
aim of aeatmga much more de- 
tailed picture of the problem. 
The second, headed by Mike 
Hoare, a former Metropolitan 
Police officer who fa chairman 
of the Risk & Security man- 
agement Rffum, will investigate 
methods of prevention, pro- 
vide advicein this area and make 
people more aware of the prob- 
lem. Hie third, under Howard 
Page QC, will look at the ef- 
fectiveness of existing methods 
of investigation and prosecution 
and seek to improve the speed 
of conviction. 

This last area is of particu- 
lar interest to Mr Staple who, 
since his return to the leading 
law firm Clifford Chance 
following his term at the SFO, 
has spoken of the need for a 
general offence of fraud if 
white-collar criminals are going 
to be caught and deterred. At 
present, prosecutors have to rdy 
on alleged offences falling 
withm the Theft Act, which can 
make trials extremely complex 
and convictions hard to secure. 



George Staple: Addressing the need for a general offence of fraud for white-collar criminals 


£43 m aid brings Baby Jag to Halewood 


Britain’s car industry received 
a do d hie boost yesterday from 
government backing for a 
£400m Jaguar project and from 
a decision by.Land Rover to 
invest £ 122 m,. creating 1,200 
new jobs. , •/_ 'Y 

Margaret Beckett, Presi- 
dent of the Board of '"Bade, an- 
. nounced a S3m tranche of 
public nKHtej;: to secure the 
commltment dHFord to build 
its Jaguar Xttft at Halewood 
rather tbau .Qntorseas. 

The investment will safe- 
guard 2,900 eating jobs and 
hrfdouttbeprtj^ectofaftrt'- 

ther 500 posts by toe year 2002. 

More than lO&OOOcars a year 


are scheduled to roll off new 
assembly lines with SO per cent 
earmarked for export. 

Ford had threatened to 
build the “Etaly Jag”, whk* wiD 
compete with BMW series 3 
and Mercedes C-dass cars, in 
the US or. Germany. Nick 
Scheele, Jaguar chairman and 
chief executive, said £43m cov- 
ered the difference between 
building in the UK as opposed 
to abroad, where no subsidies 
would have been needed. 

But Mr Scheele said there 
was no question that Hale- 
wood was less productive or 
efficient than plants in Ger- 
many. The extra costs covered 


the amount of work needed to 
transform the Merseyside plan L 

The decision to use Hale- 
wood is a big boost to a factory 
which for many years had a 
troubled history of labour prob- 
lems and quality control. 
Scheele said its industrial re- 
lations record had improved 
dramatically: ‘The workforce 
has a lot rif pride.” 

Tbtiy Hair, speaking directly 
to employees at the plant via a 
satellite link from 10 Downing 
Street, said: “It demonstrates 
once again that international 
car companies recognise that 
Britain fa a highly competitive 
place to build cars.” 


Meanwhile a huge recruit- 
ment drive is under way as part 
of the £7, 22m programme to ex- 
pand the network of Land Rover 
dealers across the country. The 
company owned by BMW of 
Germany, hopes to create 1^00 
new jobs as it increases the num- 
ber of outlets from 123 to 135. 

Land Rover’s network of in- 
dependent dealers will put up 
the £122m, which will be spent 
on upgrading existing facilities 
as well as opening new ones. 
Land Rover sales are expected 
to double next year following 
the launch of the new Ice- 
lander model. 

— Terry Macoiister 


Pensions watchdog to 
prosecute lax firms 


Roadc^f head could make £90m if a sale goes ahead 


The chief cfaiedSvQ'of Road- 
diet service 


station has pul it- 

sdf up for safcjj&cfa to make 
up to £90m •tf ffife deal goes 


Ttm Ir^raEaHS.riWBS 21 per, 
cent of Roadch^iares. 

A further^ Cj&eent is thd 
up m optfcwrfte smiOT 

Ingram H3ft MP* Sources 

sddMrlngraaEEBowi^w 


Another 400 of the groups 

employees, who are members 
of its employe share ownership 
plan (Esop), would share a 
farther £7 3m between them. 
Roadchef’ 5 employees control 

' a -totter 5 per ant rf 

^ares through tte Esop, wbjch 

was setup inl987and^to 

fast such scheme to be estab- 

tfehed by a British company. 
Roadchef yesterday an- 
that it was preparing 
_ j r>n the company 


trade sale is believed to have 
been raised by the high price 
that Granada received for Wel- 
come Break, the service station 
chain it sold following its 
takeover of Forte. Investcoip, 
the Bahrain-based investment 

poup, to year shouted *= 

a- *^ 1 - HTinmrur + a /ran HUj 


to senfl ucuuu — - -- * \ 
to a w ide range of torere^ed 
buyers. The finn s interest m a 


Uiywiuim ^ 

for Welcome Break- 

If fa sells for similar valua- 
tions as Welcome Break, Road, 

chef could fetch a price of 

050m. In 1996, the fast year for 

which figures are available, the 

company made an operating 


profit of £6.88m on turnover <rf 
£113m. 

Roadchef is likely to attract 
interest from a string of buyers. 
Asda, the supermarkets chain, 
and transport group National 
Express each submitted bids for 
Welcome Break, as did a string 
of venture capital groups. 

Investcoip is also ejected 
to show an interest, and in- 
dustry sources do not rule out 
Granada as a potential bidder. 
Both these firms would face 
competition hurdles. 

- Pear Thd Larsen 


Opra, the pensions regulator, is 
bringing criminal prosecutions 
against at least five employers 
for taking deductions from pay 
packets and failing to put the 
money into pension schemes. 
Hundreds more employers may 
be prosecuted for the crime. 

Opra announced the crim- 
inal proceedings as it published 
details of numerous breaches of 
pensions law, uncovered since 
it started v*>rk in April last year, 
including several cases which 
strongly resemble the actions of 
Robert Maxwell. 

The prosecuted employers, 
which Opra cannot name for 
legal reasons, are expected to 
be forced into court before 
the end of March. They are be- 
ing prosecuted for failure to pay 
members’ contributions into 
pension schemes. 

John Hayes, Opra’s chair- 
man, said: "The cases concern 
die continuing fail ure by some 
employers, without reasonable' 
excuse, to pay over deductions 
made from employees’ pay 
packets into the employees’ 
occupational scheme. We.have 
given public warnings on a 
number of occasions about the 
seriousness with which we re- 
gard such conduct” 

The regulator, which can act 
only when whistleblowers re- 


port pension abuses, said a 
third of its inquiries had been 
about faitare to pay. Further un- 
reported offences are also likely 
to have occurred. 

In many cases, employers 
were putting off paying contri- 
butions until more than three 
weeks after paying wages. In 
some cases, employers were 
failing to pay altogether. Opra 
is treating the initial court cases 
as a test. If they are successful, 
more criminal proceedings are 
expected. 

Mr Hayes said the regulator 
had been soft with employers 
until now because of the diffi- 
culties they have had in meet- 
ing the tough requirements of 
the Pensions Act, which came i 
into force last April. 

“In future, the board of 
Opra will not be taking such a 
lenient course. Among the fac- 
tors we will take into account 
when we consider a scheme's 
failure to comply will be the 
speed with which breaches are 
put right; the cooperation we 
receive; the track record of 
the pension scheme; and 
whether members’ interests 
have been jeopardised.” 

The extent of failure to pay 
has shocked the passions in- 
dustry. 

- Andrew Verity 


Westland and Boeing win 
£650m helicopter job 

The Government has chosen a joint company of GKbTs West- 
land Heticoptets and the US planemaker Boeing to provide 
the training service for the British Army's WAH-64 Apache 
attack helicopter. 

The contract fa for 30 years, with an option to cancel at 
20 yeais, and will generate some £650m at today’s prices, GKN 
said. The company said the contract would be awarded under 
a government pubfiefcrivate partnership agreement, with GKN 
Westland and Boeing arranging the financing of the initial 
investment hr equipment, infrastructure and personnel and 
the Ministry of Defence paying for training services. 

Worry over bond PEPs 

The trade body for unit trust and PEP providers yesterday 
warned of mounting concern that investors had unrealistic 
expectations of corporate bond PEPs. Philip \lferiand, di- 
rector general of Autif, said he was worried that investors 
were buy ing corporate bonds from banks and building 
societies after seeing large - and highly unusual - returns 
over the last year. 

Tm worried people are buying these because they are 
offered by well-known institutions rather than because they 
understand them,” he said. Mr Whriand^ was speaking as Autif 
unveiled a survey of 1 ,000 people, a quarter of whom thought 
unit trusts were guaranteed to grow quicker than bank 
deposits. 

GUS buys IT company 

Great Universal Stores, the mail order group, added to its 
information services business yesterday when it agreed to pay 
£7&n forSG2, a French information technology services com- 
pany- GtJS said the business will be integrated into Exper- 
ian, its credit rating and database operation. SG2 was formed 
in 1970s by Sod6t£ G6n£rale, the French bank, to cany out 
its card and cheque processing. In addition it now operates 
call cooties and marketing databases. 

£300m update for BT 

British Tblecom is to undertake a £3 00m network moderni- 
sation programme to support the rapid growth in internet 
and data communications services. BT said these services 
would account for about 90 per cent of aD corporate com- 
munications traffic by the year 2003. It said the money would 
be used to develop and expand Us existing high-speed, high- 
capacity broadband multi-service network. 


This notice is issued in compliance with the requirements of the 
London Stodc Exchange and appears as a matter of record only, 
ft does not constitute an offer or an invitation to subscribe 
for or purchase any securities of Munay VCT 3 PIC 

MURRAY VCT 3 PLC 

(Incorporated in England and Wales under the 
Gompames Act 1985 with registered number 3495287) 

Offer for Subscription of up to 40,000,000 
Ordinary Shares of 10p each at an issue price 
of lOOp per share payable in full on application 
sponsored by 
Merrill lynch International 

Application has been made for the Ordinary Shares to 
be admitted to the Official List It is expected that 
admission will become effective, and that dealings in 
the Ordinary Shares on the London Stock Exchange 
will begin on 8 April 1998- 

A prospectus relating to Murray VCT 3 PLC and containing an 
application form has been published. Copies may be 
obtained during normal business hours (Saturdays and 
public holidays excepted) from the date of this notice up to 
and including 4 February 1998 by collection only from the 
Company Announcements Office, London Stock Exchange, 
Old Broad Street, London, EC2N 1HP 
and until 2 April 1998 from: 

Merrill lynch International 

20 Farringdon Road, London EC1M 3NH 

Murray Johnstone Limited 

7 West Nile Street, Glasgow G1 2PX 

Murray Johnstone Limited 

30 Coleman Street London EC2R 5AN 

3 February 1998 
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Footsie soars to a new peak in drug-induced delirium 


TAKING STOCK 


MARKET REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 


The£] 1 7 bn drugs merger sent 
Footsie soaring to another 
peak with the stock market in- 
dulging in its favourite pastime 
- hying to spot the next deal- 

The index surged 140.5 
points to 5,599 with Glaxo 
Wellcome and SmithKJiue 
Beecham providing a massive 
injection. Glaxo rose an in- 
credible 20.7 per cent with a 
340 p gain to l, 983 p (after 
2 , 100 p), and SB pul on 65 p to 
845 p ( 950 p). 

Ten minutes after the mar- 
ket opened Footsie was riding 
above 5 , 600 , up 157 , largely on 
the delirium evident in the 
shares of the new drug alliance. 

As Glaso and SB lost a little 
of their euphoria the market’s 
hunt for other mega-merger 
candidates lifted Footsie con- 
stituents. 

Not surprisingly Zeneca 
emerged as the favourite bid 
target The drugs group, often 
linked with Swiss giant Roche 
as well as Glaxo in recent 


years, jumped 235 p to 2 , 685 p. 
At one time it was 355 p higher. 
Nyconted, the result of last 
year’s merger between Amer- 
sham International and Nor- 
wegian group Nycomed, rose 
100 pto 2 ^ 00 p. 

Footsie’s gain was the best 
since September last year 
when the story appeared that 
the Government was becom- 
ing more favourably disposed 
towards Britain's EMU in- 
volvement. 

Trading in Glaxo and SB, 
which together mil enjoy the 
market's largest capitalisa- 
tion, and the perceived bid 
candidates was heavy. 

But the drug-induced eu- 
phoria failed to spread 
through the rest of the market 
where volume was often mod- 
est The Midcap index, repre- 
senting (he 250 shares 
immediately outside Footsie, 
managed a 1 6.9 gain to 
4 . 878 . 4 ; it is 65 points below 
its peak, hit in October. The 


Smallcap did manage a new 
high, gaining 12 to 2 ^ 84 . 7 . 

The latest Footsie buret 
only tended lo reinforce the 
yawning gap which has devel- 
oped between blue chips and 
the rest of the market. 

With financials high on the 
takeover scale, blue chip banks 
enjoyed heady support. Royal 
Bank of Scotland, up 61 p at 
931 p, led the pack with some 
prepared to bank it will feature 
in a financial deal. 

Standard Chartered was 
anotber in the bid frame. The 
shares gained 38 p to 673 p, 
building on last week's flurry, 
when heavy buying was ap- 
parent. Standard has had a 
poor run since the Asian crisis 
developed. The shares have 
come down from a 1 . 0812 >p 
peak hit last summer. The 
theory abounds that a preda- 
tor plans to take advantage of 
the under-performance. 

Other financials buoyed 
by bid hopes included General 


Accident and Norwich Union. 
Barclays, despite a bigger than 
expected £ 340 m loss on BZW. 
managed a 41 p gain to l, 8 S 6 p, 
apeak. 

But Halifax and Woolwkh, 
which have been strong on 
speculative buying, had, for 
them, rather quiet sessions 
with Halifax up 6 p at 899 p and 
Woolwich 3 p al 388 p, 

Telecoms, another area 
where mega-mergers are ex- 


Share spotlight 


share price, pence 
,950 


900 jRoyalBank 
850 — of Scotland 
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peered, featured Cable & 
Wireless with a 37 p advance to 
619 p and BT, the subject of 
frenzied buying two weeks 
ago on corporate stories, up 
9 . 5 p to 5943 p. 

Rolls-Royce, one of the 
overseas earners weighed down 
by sterling’s strength and the 
turmoil in the tiger markets, 
climbed 6 - 5 p to 213 _ 5 p on 
hopes that the 295 per cent 

ra ilin g Qn foreign shareholding ; 

is about to be lifted. British 
Aerospace, which endures a 
similar ownership restriction, 
rose lOp to l, 60 Op. BAe scored 
from the Government’s deci- 
sion to pump £ 123 m towards 
the design and development of 
a new range of Airbus Indus- 
trie airliners. 

The ceiling, which has 
caused particular discomfort to 
Rolls, with foreigners forced to 
sell shares, is expected to be 
raised to 49.9 per cent or per- 
haps abolished altogether. 

Micro Focus, the computer 


group, hardened 157 5 p to 
2 , 895 p on reports of a deal 
with Microsoft. 

Bass, down 26 p to 944 p, and 
Ladbrote, off 6 p to 290 p, were 
hit by second thoughts about a 
costly bid battle for Inter- 
Continental Hotels. BSkyB, 
interim figures today, lost 
I 95 p to 342 p. Profits are ex- 
pected by up to £ 9 m lower at 
around £ 125 m and the market 
is anxious about possible delays 
in the digital tetarision roB-ouL 

Gibbs Mew. once a brewer, 
now a pub owner, jumped 
52 p to 30 - 8 - 5 p on signalled bid 
talks; pubs drain JD Wether- 
spoon lost ISp to 2775 p on 
profit downgradings. 

Retailer La Senza added 
8 _ 5 p to 25 - 5 p on discussions 
with “a number of parties”. 
Tele-Cuie Cell, on a bid ap- 
proach, gained 4 - 5 p to 61 p. 

Pbytopharm continued to 
draw strength on licence hopes 
for its drugs-from-plants. 


GBE International, (he 

fngin wr known for its tobacco 

equipment, added 3 Jp in 
27 . 25 p as a shake-up produced 

a new chairman and drief 

executive. Graham Walkcc a 
former depute chairman of 
Safewa® takes over as. 
chairman and Michael Jenkins 
becomes chief executive. Rogw 
Spry, a consultant to-tobaoco 
gian t Philip Morris, wffl be 
responsible for GBFs tobacco 
Side. 


-nris 


There are suggestions of 
corporate action at Wfckes, 
the budding materials group. 
The shares are riding at 290 p, 
encouraged by some lumpy 
lines of stock changing hands. 


v . - • 


Richards, suspended In Jufc 
returned at 575 p, c omp ared 
with the 55 p placing which 
raised £ 4 . 4 m> The former 


in urnment Technology and is 
a maker of components for 
vacuum container systems. It 
will be renamed Univac. 
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-- o — -J a company rra gfl 
’ tobe - and what detennines the 
appropriate size in different 
industries? 

In some cases there is a 
clear answer. For civil aircraft 
there is only room for two com- 
panies in the world, Boeing and 
Airbus. The scale of invest- 
ment in a hew product and the 




- that only two companies raw 

- make a living. In fact onty one 
canjeaBy make a living, for 
were it not for subsidies from 
European taxpayers Airbus 
almost certainly oonkl not be a 
credible challenge to Boeing. 

That is probably the most ex- 
treme. example of corporate 
concentration in the world, 
though some migh t argue that 
^ .the position of Microsoft (by co- 
#inddence, also based in Seattle, 

. - headquarters of Boeing) was 
equally extreme. 

. At the other extreme there 
is — well, a colleague volun- 
teered hairdressing, which was 
a better, example than anything 
. I could come up with, jn be- 
tween come the vast mass of 
other activities from motor 
nanufacturing, to accountancy, 
to banking, to airlines and so on. 

' In tins great in-between area 


group would only have 

Jwm7percentoftfaetTOiidmar- 

2® prescription drugs. The 
Pnarmacefiticai companies in- 
* not particularly con- 
ce P liated compared with many 
p^nnts; the companies are large 
because the' industry is large. 

To see this, compare the 
top ten pharmaceutical com- 
panies with an industry where 

the structure is more settled, the 
motor manufacturers (see 
graphs). True, the basis is 
slightly different because one is 
m money terms and the other 
m units, but in the case of 
pharmaceuticals the largest 
player at present is only twice 
the size of number 10 and the 
merged giant would only be 
three times, whereas in cars the 
ratio is five to one. 

Will the motor manufactur- 
ing model become the standar d 
for most industries? Cer tainly 
the urge to merge is so power- 
ful at the moment among ac- 
countancy firms, airlines, banks 
- to start at the beginning of the 
alphabet - that there is the 
slightly alarming prospect that 
many industries which stiD have 
sufficient players to ensure rea- 
sonable competition between 
them wall be sucked into be- 
coming oligopolies. 

How far this trend runs will 
depend partly on regulation - 
it is possible, at a price, to keep 
companies apart - but more on 
the fundamental economics of 
different businesses. Tb what ex- 
tent will all world business be- 
come more like rivfl aircraft and 
to what extent will it remain 
more like hairdressing? 

There are at least five forces 
for concentration, but there 
are also at least five pushing in 
the opposite direction. Hie five 
in favour of concentration are: 



• the growth of cross-border 
trade, for as world trade is in- 
creasing faster than world 
growth, countries are becoming 
more specialised in their output; 

• the growing importance of 
global brands, a function of the 
globalisation of media and in- 
formation; 

• the growing size of commer- 
cial risks; 

• the costs imposed by gov- 
ernment regulation (it is easier 
for large firms to cope with 
these than small); 

• investor preferences, as funds 
tend to seek to place assets in 
large lumps. 

That might seem a pretty 
overwhelming broadside, but 
the game is not entirely one- 
sided, for rankin g against these 
are; 

• the surge of information as 
a result of the internet, which 
cuts the entry cost for many 
small businesses by allowing 
them to sell to a global market, 
and allows purchasers to track 
them down; 

• the need for greater speciali- 
sation of function, which forces 
large groups to sub-contract 
more and more of their activities; 

• the growth of services (in- 
cluding hairdressing), many of 


which cannot be traded across 
national borders, in relation to 
manufacturing (including air- 
craft), which will inevitably be 
traded across borders; 

■ growing consumer prefer- 
ences for exclusivity in both 
goods and services, which will 
enable specialist providers to 
sustain much higher margins 
than mass producers; 

• the growing importance of 
performers (sports and film 
stars, investment bankers, 
celebrity lawyers, and so on) in 
relation to executives. 

The second list may not at 
the moment be as convincing as 
the first. I suspect that the 
forces for concentration have 
still quite a long way to run, but 
the game is not entirety one- 
sided. For those of us who arc 
concerned about the concen- 
tration of power that seems to 
be taking place, here are three 
simple ways we can, individually 
and collectively, counter it. 

One is to use our own pur- 
chasing power to favour smaller 
enterprises. For example, we 
should shop, where practical, at 
local stores rather than the 
supermarket chains. We should 
try and travel on smaller aidines. 
If our bank or building society 


is taken over by a larger one, we 
should move the account. We 
should avoid going to chain 
restaurants - and so on. 

Second, we should encour- 
age government not to load reg- 
ulations on companies, as these 
almost invariably benefit the 
large ones. Large groups can 
afford the specialists to tackle 
the bureaucrats; small cannot. 

Third, if we are working for 
a large group we should not use 
the financial power of that 
group to put pressure on small 
suppliers - for example, by 
that common trick of delaying 
payment of invoices. 

These limited measures may 
seem poor defence against the 
power of concentration. But all 
economic change is at the 
margin: quite small changes in the 
pattern of spending or the way 
consumers make their choices 
have cumulatively large impact. 
What is happening in pharma- 
ceuticals is one large industry 
catching up with the typical glob- 
al structure of other industries. 
There are other forces, less visi- 
ble, encouraging people to spend 
more of their income on goods 
and services which the multi- 
nationals will never provide - 
including hairdressing. 
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R4S0 

2050 

0^1 

73328 

0607 

37506 

17080 

49265 

WM 

80723 

14730 

10000 


1 month 3 mewtt 


08117 

14561 

G786 

97455 

14519 

69230 

10857 

54963 

60690 

18168 

29000 

77525 

13765 

17965 

12598 

43130 

20478 

16876 

752H 

18597 

37518 

17125 

49825 

T54D8 

80662 

14680 


06138 

14566 

£782 

37335 

14505 

69030 

10880 

54770 

60686 

1B107 

29588 

78135 

18751 

17980 

£487 

43350 

20404 

18848 

74967 

£587 

37542 

17205 

50375 


80543 

14575 


D-Mark 

Spot 

083S6 

08000 

70278 

20815 

07883 

38096 

08095 

3Q256 

33514 

10000 

15B.19 

42ST1 

07564 

98667 

DUOQ 

22586 

48462 

11272 

03253 

41395 

10225 

20611 

09386 

27072 

84715 

44359 

08095 

05495 


Other Spot Rates 


Country. 

Argentina 

Brail 

.•..-Wna - 
\T JrechRap 
■ Egyp* 


Hungary 

Inda 

Indonesia 

Kuwait 

HOsria 


Staffing 

.18373 
'18387 
- £554 
. . 57779 
,35588 
3*60 
-34U9 


Dollar 

10000 
13231 
82785 ' 
35290 
33B52 
22880 
20639 


168227 

08001 

13222.. 


102750 

03065 

80760 


Country 

Oman 

Pakistan 

PWpUsa 

Poland 


Russia 

South Korns 

Taiwan 

ThataxJ 

TUrtay 

UAE 


Staffing 

08303 

72039 

674S6 

58085 

59608 

98679 

24616 

54520 

82846 


Doflar 

03850 


80T28 


41200 

35465 

38408 

60210 

£0350 

33300 

50800 

220060 

36725 


Interest Rates 

UK Germany 

Base 725% Dbcouit 

Franca Lombard 

Intervention 330% Canada 
Italy Prtna 

Discount 550% DtaMlt 
Netherlands Danmark 
SpAdvanca 330% Discount 


US 

250 % Puma 
450% Discount 
Fad Rinds 
600% Spain 
500% W-dRapo 
Sweden 

350% Repo (A*) 


Japan 

850% Discount 050% 
500% Belgium 
575% Oiscotfit 275% 

Central 330% 

4.75% Switzerland 

Discount 100% 

435% Lombard 288% 


Bond Yields 

Country 3tah chn 

Australa 495 
Baigiuni 350 
Canada 449 
BCU 439 
Ranee 000 
Germany 353 
Italy 5B4 
Japan 037 
Nlanda 347 
Spakr 4*5 
Sweden «9 
Stand 128 
UK 7D0 
US 507 


-004 

-002 

000 

000 

000 

000 

000 

■001 

001 

002 

000 

009 

000 

003 


1 BL- 

_S*3L 

2JL. 

rtS_ 

5£_ 

_*3L 

ass 

000 

521 

001 

555 

001 

173 

000 

434 

000 

453 

001 

509 

003 

503 

004 

523 

003 

442 

000 

427 

DOS 

485 

003 

aeo 

000 

400 

002 

448 

-001 

a79 

000 

306 

003 

456 

002 

52 s 

002 

508 

006 

507 

002 

081 

■001 

078 

003 

138 

003 

177 

■001 

407 

OOO 

455 

001 

420 

002 

432 

OHS 

477 

002 

4J3 

001 

478 

002 

529 

001 

158 

004 

132 

004 

206 

000 

748 

002 

80S 

005 

529 

006 

498 

003 

534 

003 

542 

-001 


loyr chn 

593 004 
539 000 
541 002 
SB 000 

508 001 
507 001 
543 -002 
203 002 

509 002 
535 001 
558 000 
292 001 
608 004 
558 008 


Money Market Rates 


Ovenight 1 week Imorth 

BU fflto CM Offer EBd OHjr 

tauyn 7150 

DamKtlc Depos 731 738 725 TO8 WJ* 

™ 731 728 734 04 M 

SSkpCOe 734 

Rrodofcf CDs 422 435 

ECUDapr— 422 


3owAs Bawrtha lyaar 
Bkl OHar BM Offer Bid 0fl» 

TO 7D0 

744 750 744 750 744 750 

744 Z30 744 750 744 780 

729 721 733 725 

748 738 748 738 744 738 

558 581 

425 441 428 444 


www.bloomberg.com/uk 


Source: Bloomberg 


LHfe Financial 

Contract 


LongOtt Mm-86 

Ganran Bund Marta 
US Long Bond Marta 
HrtanBnid Marta 

Jtpan GovtBd Marta 
3MdiSfevfng Malta 
JtfvOS 

3 Mtti Euronark Mata 
Junta 

SMthEuuka *tota 
Junta 

3Mth Euuyen Marta 
3 Mth EuronviaB Marta 
Junta 

3 WM ECU Maata 


F!SE TOO 


Marta 


rutures 

SatSamant 

High 

Low 

Edtar 

wotama 



12358 

12308 

36382 

we 

£643 

£688 

£842 

111232 


TB53 

11727 

11757 

11725 

asm 

TfflTB 


1WUP 

12048 

£33 



9257 

9250 

£782 

07711 


9272 

9284 

£080 

£8788 


9641 

9640 

2025 

379311 


9628 

9824 

3885 

399917 

94£ 

9422 

9433 

17003 


9483 

0503 

9493 

28268 

£5941 

9899 

9864 

9857 

7901 

76845 


0848 

0842 

4037 

48235 

9565 

9587 

9586 

381 

70B0 

8588 

9588 

9556 

208 

BB48 

562600 

564000 

555900 

1098 



LHfe FTSE 100 Index Option 

SaHlanart Price: 59900 ^ 

Sorias Si irnnVbl Put knpViol &D Prt: 

5500 172 21 <7 B ^ V* 

5550 TM 20 80 £ XT 

5800 103 £ 78 17 178 Bo 

3650 73 17 99 B 148 179 


apr 

cm Pul 


C& Prt 
295 85 349 £3 

264 171 3« 212 

232 £3 287 231 

201 212 256 250 


Energy 

rvurktSibsTBl) Gas oBtSftonna) WT1 Cradeff/barrai) Produc»»(Wtoan^ 


fS "muS 17778 Fri) IttKtaO 8W Mar «» ^ 

Act 6B7 <127 8273 Ito 14450 -150 6375 Air -021 Wpttha TOO 


Commodity Indices 


Gafahnaa Ssdw 


Index 


«70=£0 
£70-100 
£83=100 
M Metals £77=1)0 
Livestock £70=1W 
PracMetah £73=100 


Last 

Chg 

%ehg 

17351 

-088 

-049 

23042 

090 

039 

8134 

■057 

-052 

15558 

000 

000 

17329 

-216 

-123 

40&B2 

054 

013 


31 Dae %ebgYTD 

2638 -£40 

23123 -035 

3586 -2879 

16378 -783 

£183 -929 

46354 -1185 


Chg 


Industrial Metals 

LME (NtaM) 

MonttmHG »7 “2 

AlwWanAfcy ^ ^ 

CaKMrA 17375 17385 700 

(■ad 4225 9238 380 

MrfJ 5446 5455 £600 

T* 300 5M 000 

2fce £865 ®975 -£50 


Chg ueatoctaChg 


£30 

TSS7 

2 

586075 

1355 

1357 

2 

42BB0 

1784 

17845 

85 

365375 

5325 

533 

4 

£8550 

5530 

5540 

135 

65886 

5210 

52* 

0 

££0 

181 

1122 

-tt 

484350 


-B0 

3850 

■75 

£2 

-135 

-200 


Precious Metals 
pnRx/t par v. p™ f, *®P w 


Ytarti 

ia_^a 


Coina ($) 


PWfcun 38800 250 3875 PMfcw n taODD 380 £ta 

PMadkm 28885 305 1H40 PatakW M621 W 6301 8M 

v 625 020 1» Shar 383 014 0M JkM" 

Gold 30150 -335 -4400 


30006 -4685 
7050 
37805 

3H08 -4228 


Agricultural 

CoffM Bartay 

LITE Mom LFFE Dtomn 
JsnSB 175880 Jm98 8180 

UarSB 173500 Mwfl8 7520 

MaySB £8500 MayflB 78» 

VOfc 387S Vofc » 

Freight Wtwrt 

Lire Sttkpl LFFE Mom 
Janta £9580 Janta B4D0 

Fsbta B9QO0 Malta 8070 

Apta 1T«00 M^fta 8270 

W* 3* Vtat 1« 


Cocoa 
LITE Una 
Marta £3100 
Ittyta £6300 
Jultt £7300 
Vnt 2208 

Whte Sugar* 
LFFE Stan 
Itaffi 29870 
Mayta 2BBB0 
Augta 30190 
Vofc 2034 


LFFE Sftonm 
Marta 7050 
Ap98 77D0 
MqiOB 8700 
Vot 91 
Com* 

CSOTCarts/taH 
Mata 27350 
Mqita 28075 
MB 2 867S 
W: 


Lga Potatoes 
HA SSMkg 
Apita 66080 
Mayta 6X50 
jurta 87700 
Vtat 25830 
Soya Beans* 
CBOT WHIWb 
Janta 2820 
Malta 3000 
MayOS 3120 
Vofc *77 


Other Softs 

Apr Uve Canto (CUE)«40kK> 
Fab RakBaSes (CMEJSMQkb 
Mar Orang»Ji4ca(CTN)S/Hk«J 
Fob Mk (CSOS/EOkb 

Mar Oats (CBI)£5kbdi 
May Flax {WC$$eotn 


«t yytpm 

86381 Mar WWaMafea {SAFJSrtOOmt 97080 

5175 Fob Rbbbar (TO*) Y/ 5k kg 9730 

9900 Mar Cotton (CTMJSfiOkb 6705 

1433 Mar CrudaPakn (KLC)S/25tn 245200 

14800 Mar Soya 01 (CST) &ff0kb 2Sta 

sasool Feb Wtoolen 'tan (TCM) S/50D<g £5500 


•acr Unit Trust Pric es 

tat YM . 


sshM' 

m&Mtaer 


Ltd 


su» 

CI2HK 

son ooo 
as SM 675 
■MTT BUM ODD 

Sot? mm 231 

an, '* 

£291 

■GZHD 


23170 


fid Bflwrf- 


rOv 


Q501 000 

17903 - 222 Brtiytoam 
nsao 000 

4889 B32X [T~j |i7Td1W 

»» 525 Qwfciholno 
ww “2 UKQrawSl 

9183 ort SaortiMe 
CVI ICO " 


snao 

Ml 

m2B 

1684 


8640 

awi 


gs ss;' 

TUB Zta 

5 xzuo mm 222 

13330 WSS» 

SOU? BBSS «480 427 

^ ' js -48DD oma 0» 

dta - »* OVW *5 

15- 29888 9WB0 652 

mao. 12320 02s 

%--■ ..-JT- 1ADD 123400 448 
fi?- .•i-.--SMB0 B2850 4« 

aSe s » 2“ 

■Ms- v '." L 49030 46230 » 

± - .22S s 



30880 « 

1SS 20 SSSacc 
■?3i « .0*0 80 

* S3 S S SS 

SR SSk 

''T' • 



. mss 
uoa 

BUS 

m 

4B2B 

8220 

480 

4848 

52JB 

060 

saw 

2443 

13300 

£3,70 

498 

£000 

0290 

404 

0423 

0080 

000 

10020 

*350 

49TX 


19420 

497 

£«0O 

132000 

148 

57340 

0*00 

148 

58240 

SBU0 

ISO 

. 86240 

89630 

ISO 

MM 

26240 

szao 

053 

S7S40 

2B330 

om 


£CD 

161 

£490 

207* 

IS! 


JSuKWrCw 

J5bS5«: « 

g fins 7189 

Cob trtflo »l» 

ESSwTtSits »0 »» 

17370 WOOD 

dadsSSSZz. euo «*» 

. mao ®no 

^^O^tMnctoc «*«> T* 9 ? 


214 N04 

Amwtanaprti ma t 


Arwartea wBgwni 


jnconaPUi 
Kow 
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sWKtManagM 

1x00*2.1,,- 

uxawrtijL^ 


- 4 -«mo £00 60* 

1S3D £90 

\ -mao 78080 »* 

«as s ss-lssssSa 


VMM OOOK 

10070 S22 

an nwa 

0350 420K 

ssaH QBfflC 

SS ow 

$oa} wo asm 

7308 4S3X 

m*> ssbo aom 

SKIT 730X 

££, an “2 
bs® •* 5SK 

3289 ooax 

gSSOO 20OX 

mo mm mm 

tart «s» 2 fi 

MMO «» Jg 
8677 W 1 

SbO 1««. ^ 

75E4 


SSSStfx 758 4.- 78M 

Owra«»£SLt onitiVs* S****” 

ESsSEISSBaSSCs- 


o eS «42 2“ 

CQ20 80 
S3 OOO 
42890 080 

tata gx 

JSSL ,47000 157 
®£Si 1400 235 

I S «0 235 


_m 

Stwdahp Idee 
StMKtahpNAm 
StauMyNAwAeO 
TUtyoACC 

UCFbcuatao 
UKOawth 
IKaoMItl AW 

istiffo mm 
knfflwa ^20 vfiBo 

SSSEtBEsK- 

EufflpeanAcc W7 3B26 

33t80 845SD 

Marti AmwAcc ^awa SUB 

Picric** tB48 £527 

RjrtWoBra 4a j 0 43230 

IKEgky** 17200 «3M 

agEjpssi sr"* 


cam . 

Bata Art 
BataO*** 
BptaW"" 
Biropart. . . 
rw 


ton** 1 

sussu 

jBpenWW 

JUU g WO B 

MMwrian 

p^flcQHMrtn 



WB4D0 

78330 

•warn 

£220 

1Q230 

mm 


vox 

BOfi 

5002 

zm 
54 as 


8308 

£6400 

7870 

<*« 

£20 

w»a8 

£850 

5097 

£030 

53* 

5002 

E30 

$458 


7858 


7855 


awx 

134 

184 

43BX 

088X 

Q05X 

000 

7J2X 

USX 

029 

490 

004 

QOOX 

ooex 

059 


£ 2.95 ' 

Oil sale nt all 
Itfricliiiq na.vsaqoiiU \u\ 
or call ^ 

01795 414936 _j 


UKMiltaWaH* 

UClWcrt 

UBhdK 
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MtadPddsAK 


tttt 
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mz> 
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wo 


ESStaSk Urtt Tna* M-a^s 


0B1X 
9083 BSX 
nsao 09 bx 
mao izzx 
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I oortdEurprtwh 
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| Beta he AH 
FTBE1W 

1 HfiEIOOAK . 


■tiaw reoo 000 
10180 *730 000 

394JO 40900 309 

norao imoa sao 
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£430 £600 07 
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28/CRICKET 


Refined Caddick gets a sniff of the action 


Hutchison strikes 
after long wait 


IliSP 


Derek Pringfe 

reports from Poinw-Pierre 


England 351 

Trinidad & Tobago 217-6 


II was England's pace bowlers 
who, fallowing the example of 
the batsmen the day before, yes- 
terday sampled the bitter taste 
of success at Guaracara Park. 
But, if there was a lump at the 
back of their throats, it was not 
so much caused by tears of joy 
than by the fact that this was a 
working day at the oil refinery 
next door, where more crude 
simply meant more smell. 

England’s bowling on the 
other hand was a lot more re- 
fined and, apart front tepid 
spells from Robert Croft and 
Adam Hoilioake, the latter’s 
first of the tour, they troubled 
their opponents for most of the 
day. Only a 1 IS partnership be- 
tween Phil Simmons and Lin- 
coln Roberts after lunch, whea 
the ball had softened, prevent- 
ed the visitors' total domination 
on this slu gg ish pitch. 

Andy Caddick, in particular, 
looked far more threatening than 
he had at Chcdwin Park - the 
game before the ill-fated match 
at Sabina Park - and his aggres- 
sive opening spell was exactly 
what his captain will be looking 
for when this Test series finally 
gels underway fa a few days' time. 

With his long limbs finding 
the easy rhythm that eluded him 
on the previous evening, he 
found some disconcerting 
bounce and swing from the 
Southern End. Coping with 
steep bounce tends to force 
batsmen into playing back when 
they should be coming forward, 
a mistake Suraj Ragoonath lat- 
er made when Caddick had 
him Ibw, half forward. 

In Caddick's next over, the 
steep bounce again bore divi- 
dends and Denis Rampeisad 
bad little option than to glove 
a wicked rising delivery to short- 
leg. where John Crawley took 
a comfortable catch. 





Myles Hodgson 
reports from Kurunegala 
England A 385 
Sri Lanka A 341 






Robert Croft tries to stop a drive from PhO Simmons during England's match against Trinidad and Tobago yesterday Photograph: David Ashdown 


Nick Knight, the England A cap- 
tain, was left roefaghfa decision 
to hold back Paul Hutchison as 
Sri T*"ka a fought back in the 
first unofficial Tfest yesterday. 

Sri Lanka’s resilient lower- 
order batsmen frustrated Eng- 
land’s efforts to claim a 
potentially crucial first-innings 
lead on the penultimate day of 
the game. Resuming on 103 for 
2, Sri Lanka finished the day on 
341 for 8 to trail by just 44 runs. 

The Yorkshire s earner 
Hutchison, who passed a late fit- 
ness test on a back strain to take 
his place in the starting line-up, 
has been one of the tourists 
most impressive strike bowlers 
so fax on the tour. 

But it was 56 overs yesterday 
before he caught the captain's 
eye and was finally thrown the 
second new ball after Knight 
had tried everything else to 
make the breakthrough and 


wrap up the Sri Lankan innings. 

Sri Lanka found little diffi- 
culty in withstanding England 1 s 
attack as Knight tried all the op- 
tions available to him, except 
Hutchison, using James Or- 
mond, Mark Ealham, Ben Hol- 
lioake. Dean Cosker and Ashky 
Giles, who were all given then- 
opportunity before him. 

They had moved to 248 
for 4 when Hutchison was finally 
given his chance and he showed 
what might have been by strik- 
ing with just his third delivery 
to remove the century-maker 
Mahela Jayawardene. He then 
claimed a farther wicket before 
the dose as Sri Lanka suffered 
a late collapse. 


f- 


/ «„<- 




*‘ ,.'*•'4 * 


TIM day ot tevr. England A won toss 
BiGLAND A - Rn* bwfeni 985 <M A EaS*ra 
87. H V Knm as. B C HMMto 67. □ L Matter 
5* 

Sm LANKA A - Hr* tarings 

fiwiVtiOSta!| ' 

*M S AtapaHU C Flrerff b Onngnd S3 

MJmawntenec Costa* hrtdchison .....HD 

N Nawaz b Cottar : 31 

ILdaSkvacGtesbEatam 38 

U 0 U CTandaru c Read b Hutchocn £ 

T Sarnaraweera Km b Eflfiwnr 1 

N Vlaveravsn not out • 36 

D HattiatacH not out 9 

Extras £3, U16. wl *«>-_• .36 

feM (6*8,117 own) 341 

RaK 3-cfi, 4-*a sea, tan 7-aaa 
Ifa bat S Proa. 

Bowttog: NoSoate B-M1-0: Hictfam 17-6-W- 
3; Ormond 16-267 -2; Gifts 39-12-730; Coster 
n -0-38-1: Ealram S-4SQ-2L 
Umpfcaa;GRjtf pa ra|tf> s ndSI7SDteanay*B 


ft thr 


When the Somerset paceman 
rested. Dean Headley and An- 
gus Fraser continued to push for 
wickets, which fell regularly un- 
til lunch after which Trinidad re- 
trenched with a captain’s 
contribution from Simmons and 
a fine 60 from Lincoln. 

Knowing that choice of ends 
is not a luxury likely to befall 
him too often on this tour. 
Fraser opted to trundle into the 
breeze. Success came with his 
second bail, as the teenage 
Darren Ganga fell Ibw, trying to 
hoist the bail over the pavilion. 

Headley, now with the wind 
at his back, was even more suc- 
cessful, renKwing Richard Smith 
and David Williams to leave the 
home side reelingat 92 for 5 and 
in real danger of being made to 


follow on, the deficit in two-day 
ondnet being 100 runs and not foe 
150-run margin used in three and 
four day games. 

However, with the pitch qui- 
eter than it had been in the 
morning. Trinidad clawed then- 
way out of danger, the tall Lin- 
coln combining well with his 
captain before being caught at 
slip in Caddick’s second spell, 
half an hour before tea, which 
give the bowler a third wicket. 

The hysteria over pitches in 
this part of the world refuses to 
die down, and many who have 
yet to see the two Test pitches 
being prepared at the Queen's 
Park Oval have begun to pro- 
nounce on them. 

For some reason, the fact 
that the pitches lined up for the 


Tfests are side by side, a juxta- 
position demanded by television 
and not the ground authorities, 
has been made to sound like a 
serious offence. 

The facts of the matter are far 
more mundane, and TV has long 
dictated pitch position and the 
fact that potentially the best strip 
is not being used because it com- 
promises camera positions is 
neither here nor there. Without 
TV rights and coverage, none of 
the current sponsors would be 
involved, and cricket here and 
elsewhere would he in a far 
worse financial state. 

There is nothing worse for 
cricket than slow placid pitch- 
es that produce draws, which is 
why the West Indies Cricket 
Board has decided to re-lav 


many of its lest match squares. 
That is not to say, however, that 
adjacent pitches are an ideal 
way to play back-to-back Tests 
at the same venue, and the 
groundstaff will no doubt have 
to work harder than normal to 
minimise the scuffing up of the 
second pitch. 

But if this is being made out 
to be unsatisfactory, any damage 
that occurs - from the bowlers 
follow through and short-leg’s 
scrapings - is likely lo occur on 
a spinner's length. So far only 
England have any to select. 

• The former West Indies fast 
bowler Colin Croft has called on 
the West Indies Cricket Board 
to resign after the pitch for the 
first Test against England was 
ruled unfit for play. 


SCOREBOARD 


Kirsten assumes command 


Er^lara wen tess 
ENGLAND - Brat brntngs 

•U A A3ien=n s rranss a Ranrnme .61 

A J Srwsrn r> Rnrariat .. .73 

j P Crawley 1 Barepatsad 33 

N Kmsan s R a -r . - a: j ib a Sarearao .66 

G ? Those r Rebels b Ramzrine .0 

A j HaEcakB s RagarooBi b Ra t mm ne . ..-0 

tfl C Rassri c R agare cg i fe Samaroo .77 

P 9 2 Osfi 2 jw d S amara o 13 

as Cads* resew a 


D w HesSsy c Pagcncg i b Ramnanne — .0 
A a C rrsser D SatitEOo 3 


Extras 23 

total (BE ovn) 351 

ME I-®: 2-’S73-19e-*-37S-2B5 6-29t 7-329 
8-3*4 

Bowlins; Rasas 3-S-C3-C. Eshcp BHF54-0; 
Sm=rs*-1-1D-C; Pamamo 304-72-5. Sane- 
rec 21-3-9* -4; fifl ff perea d 5-0-43- ’ 

TRDBDAO & TOBAGO - First innings 
(Osem^z2ZZx3 

S5acrece: iwbCaSS* C 

3 Gar^s b rfsser 41 

B Pan g n r tae c Crawley t> CattSdt _ . .. _0 

fl SrT! irtiHsitey — 22 

LJtaSorti sparse scad** -60 

TO 7Y2aKs e Hissaji b HasOey 0 

■svSraBfscet: 46 

A S a-na ra e aw a 

Extras !b« £2 rb«. ..30 

fet si (for 6. 64 OMisI 217 

rat T-33 Z-3 3-5C 4-90 5-93 62D7. 

7b tut Si 9 fl r a t 1 it Sstrx. D Ry ana m e 
Bewttog (to date): CatSMt 7L-'. -3M; Headey 
■33-34-e; Crfr2r -e-71-a Fraser O0-Z7-1: Hrt- 
t=aiettG-5:-S 
Umpires 7 Sitat ere = At 


Gary Kirsten struck a stylish 
century to guide South Africa 
into a match-winning position 
on the fourth day of the third 
Test against Australia in Ade- 
laide. He followed up his first 
innings 77 with ah unbeaten 108 
as South Africa, 1-0 down in the 
series, declared on 193 for 6, set- 
ting Australia an unlike ly target 
of 36 1 to win. By the close they 
had slumped to 32 for 2. 

Earlier, Australia's captain 
Mark Taylor had become only 
the ninth Australian in history 
to cany his bat through a Test 
innings, finishin g on 169 not OUt 
after more than eight-and-a-half 
hours at the crease. 

Fourth ctor South AMca won oss 
SOUTH AFHICA-f *« ltid mN B17lBMt&M- 
■an 87na G Khten 77. W J Cranfe 73 P L Sym- 
cex 54) . 


AUSTRALIA- Href (notes* 

(Osemtghl: 327 lor 9) .... 

*M A mfar not out ,>«fl 

S C G UkOB b Symc» ..10 

Exlm (na rbS S 

«} 

Bowling: Potottt 41-11^7-7 (rAS); Ucftttm 23- 
B6M (ntn): 18£-45 -i ; KkJWNr27-6S-V4- 

1 (rb3; Symca< 13M40-1 
SOUTH AFRICA- Second iafringi 

G KMannotdU va 

A M Bactnr c Kacfii b Wtore. 41 

jHKatfcbKnzmvIez _...C 

*W J Crorte c Vfame b K aapa wlg £ 

L Ktisener b MocG6 ...: 0 

PLSjimooxCHeaVbllacGa —2 

H H Cttx. at Heaty b MacGA 2 

J N Rhodes na out O 

Bthmtrtor} .-. 1 

fetal (lor 8 (too, 54 overt) 163 

fi* t-ea 2-133 3-66, 4-B3 S-«7. B-Kfo 
Old not btC B M UcMfen S M Rcflock. to J 
fttf ia rcla an ■ 

D owBng: KaaprovOtt Bicftol H-2-5I- 

0 |*11; S R Vteflh 4-1-&0; Wuiw S-2-5E-1: 
MacGl T-1-2M 
AUSTRALIA - Second Inrfn0» 

U E ESottc FSdwfeon b PoZjck .... .....4 

*M A feytor b KJLBener 6 

G S BeovH Ml OUl .. . -6 

M E Mbunh nut out rr 

Exti»a (nbjj 2 

feaifforaj aa 

F* 1-6. 2-17 

BotrCng: Modi fi-2-fl-l (hbfl; Kfasmer 5-2- 
12-1 (nblj; Kafc 4-3-1 -O; Symcoc TOM 
Urapiro DBCowle |NZ) end SG Randet 
(AUBJ. - - - 
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Today we publish the updated results of 
The Independent Fantasy Football League. 
The player scores are for all League games 
played until Sunday February 1st. The 
league table includes all scores up to 
January 26th. Neither set of scores includes 
results from the FA Cup. The manager 
who is the overall winner will win a trip to 
the world cup finals in France next Sum- 
mer. 


Ewpry time one of jour players score jou pet four points There 
are four points lor a keeper or a defender every time their 
team keep* a clean sheet. If a player scores the winning goal, 
i.e.: if there is a one goal difference in the sooretine. the play- 
er scoring the final goal for the winning team is awarded 1 
bonus point awarded in addition to standard goal related points. 
Each successful Assist, a pass judged by our experts to lead 
directly to a goal, will give a plajer 3 points. The opinion oT 
our experts on the matter is final. Each plajer selected and 
starting a game will be awarded one point. 


ff a player Is given a \clIow Card they lose 1 point, iT a 
player is given a Red Can! they lose 3 points. Own goals, ei- 
ther scored or conceded, do not count. 

The Premiership Manager that you choose will be award- 
ed 3 points if their real-life team wins. 1 point is awarded 
if they draw and no points are given if they lose. 

Updated player scores and league tables will be published 
every Tuesday in The Independent and repeated the fol- 
lowing Sunday in the Independent on Sunday. 


HOW TO SCORE 

i* 3 ** sara mm 

suecessM assist MHH 
-l B3CTB vwo»gnl 


imsdB's fcannms | 

**l 


Independent Fantasy Football 


OVERALL SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLATED FROM 8 AUGUST - I FEBRUARY 


LEAGUE TABLE 


tulu wc o»‘ valct I cme run* 


TEAM or r*UK ( txum AAXDB 


GOALKEEPERS 


CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 8 AUGUST - 26 JANUARY 


POS NAME 


TEAM 


POINTS 


Mr D Baker 
Mr D Sari 
Mr D Aston 
Mr B Sari 
Mr 1 Boyle 
Mr A Wingrove 
Mr T Lyons 
Mr C King 
Mr P Tufler 
Mr D Evans 
Mr J Cox 
Mr D Edmington 
Miss Lisa Wild 
Mr Archer 
Mr S Scott 
Mr D Baker 
Mr j Mccrossam 
Mr S Scott 
Mr G Bell 
Mr I Brown 
Mr D Aston 
Mr G Ford 
Mr C Thomas 
Mr A Choudhi 
MrJ Hayes 
Mr M Ewins 
Mr G Bell 
Mr Brady 
Mr P Cridland 
MrS Walker 
Mr A Cummingham 
Mr M fcwvfey 
Mr D Ackroyd 
Mr J McCrossam 
Mr T Robson 
Mr M Ewins 
Mr M Ewins 
Mr A Mitchell 
Mr S Man 
Mr M Rickard 
Mr D Baker 


Deja Vu 787 

The Untouchables 786 

Billy Boys 2nd II 786 

Simply The Best 78 4 

Wembley Bounders 783 

Tony's Boys 783 

Diana's Demons 783 

Feeldng Victory 780 

Pins Up 4 780 

Booth en End Olds Boys 780 

Southville FC TOO 

Edmo United 780 

Amerretto AFC 772 

No Wright 767 

Unbeatable 767 

Dead Heat 760 

Washed Up Army 760 

The Dream Team 759 

Stunning Stunts 756 

The Hoofers 755 

Billy Boys 3rd II 755 

Linthorpe Rovers 754 

Scu nth rope Extras 754 

N ikies 9th II 753 

Early Birds 752 

Mikes C Team 750 

The Hairy Monsters 750 

Look Lively 750 

PDC2 748 

Daniel’s United 748 

The Zebra 747 

Robert's Raiders 746 

Jacks Lads 746 

Washed Up Army 745 

Pj United 745 

I've Started But Will I Finish 744 
Mikes A Team 744 

The fye For It 744 

Rebe«a Rovers 743 

Ailer Lam berg 743 

SPF Rules 742 


300 Seaman 
303 Luldc 
30* Mararinwr 
■MS BasnfcJi 

306 Oakes 

307 VWuson 
303 Lease 
30V Flowers 
330 FBan 

333 Rranagmi 

334 DeCoey 

335 Gstxbs 


336 Ogro 

337 Hcdt 

338 


3» Day 
340 Poooi 

343 Km* 

344 Southall 

345 Gerrard 

346 Marlyn 

347 Beency 

348 Keller 

349 Poole 

350 James 

353 Winter 

354 Sdmckhd 

355 Vra DetGonw 

356 Givea 

357 HisJop 
3SS P wiHimn 

359 Taylor 

360 Oeasani 
36J WWfcsr 

364 Bardsen 

365 Miklo^a 

366 SuIBvsd 


0 -W 4J3 
0 0 1.0 
5 5 3JU 

1 37 4i» 

0 7 13 

1 32 Ut 

0 12 ID 

5 51 3.2 

0 12 15 

1 52 ]1 

5 t* JJJ 
0 0 J.0 

0 37 22 

! II 1.0 

n a u> 

0 0 IXI 

1 57 12 

0 0 1.6 
0 24 3.0 
0 4 15 

5 55 32 

0 1 12 
5 54 25 
0 0 15 

3 68 35 

0 0 L0 

1 70 55 
0 0 12 

0 26 25 
5 21 25 

1 42 3D 

0 0 15 

0 0 LO 

0 45 3.4 

1 7 ID 

0 13 15 

1 50 17 


defenders 


400 Dism 

403 Upson 

404 Petit 

405 Gnmcndi 

406 Wtaiatom 

407 Boold 

408 Adams 

409 Kecwn 
430 Slsuatm 

433 Southgate 

434 Ehioeu 

435 Nebon 

436 Wricfat 

437 Sduscu 

438 Grayson 

439 Moss* 

440 AjJpfcfcy 

443 Thocnpioii 

444 Knzaa 


447 Coleman 

448 HeBthj 

449 Kama 

450 Hendm 

453 Vblcrr 

454 Andeiaon 


0 36 25 
0 1 2D 
8 58 4 2 
S 26 17 

5 61 25 

8 37 25 
8 36 45 
0 12 45 

0 42 3D 

1 35 5a 
] 50 3D 

0 36 12 

1 40 3D 

1 2 A 12 
1 40 22 
I 31 15 

0 17 2D 
0 6 ID 
0 13 ID 
0 Si 3.4 
4 61 5D 
0 0 3D 

4 58 44 

5 65 1.9 

5 62 2D 
0 20 3D 
0 4 25 


455 

456 

457 

458 Tjggarl 

459 Bergson 

460 Dubexry 

463 IVanacu 

464 Lamtvurde 

465 Lcbocul 

466 Sinclair 

467 Daisb 

468 Shaw 

469 Burrows 
47D Huwonh 

473 Edwnrtby 

474 Gonktn 

475 Muscat 

476 Huik 

477 I iniflhan 

478 Roberts 

479 Hjcxiiesson 

480 Sumac 

483 CPnwcH 

484 Laurscn 

485 Eranio 

486 Phelan 

487 Short 

488 Walson 

489 Unswonh 

490 Hmchdiffe 

493 BBle 

494 KcUy 

495 WttheraU 

496 Mofcnaar 

497 Dorigo 

498 Robestsoa 

499 wash 

500 Whitlow 

503 EEoa 

504 Watts 

505 ftWgfal 
50b Ruttiock 

507 Harimcn 

508 Kvnnsc 

509 Btornebyc 
530 Mnnco 

533 McAteet 

534 G Neville 

535 P Neville 

536 Train 

537 PallKcr 

538 May 

539 Johnm 

540 SOvb 

543 Albert 

544 Honey 

545 PMcei 

546 Barron 
5«7 Bensftm# 

548 Bandeau 

549 Nolan 

550 Atherton 

553 WiBcer 

554 SieEmow 

555 Newsome 

556 Mctdmu 

557 Dodd 

558 Bcoafi 

559 VinGobW 

560 Luodekma 


1 

4 

21) 

0 

19 

25 

11 

57 

15 

4 

39 

30 

4 

61 

30 

0 

5 

30 

5 

67 

5.0 

4 

51 

25 

0 

i) 

27 

I 

45 

■* 9 

1 

40 

H 

0 

II 

15 

1 

31 

15 

0 

51 

20 

0 

14 

10 

fl 

11 

20 

1 

43 

2D 

1 

45 

3.0 

0 

34 

ID 

1 

3b 

3J 

0 

63 

TO 

1 

38 

15 

0 

58 

25 

0 

10 

15 

0 

40 

30 

1 

42 

27 

0 

40 

30 

1 

38 

35 

l 

7 

40 

s 

69 

3j6 

5 

61 

25 

5 

34 

25 

0 

0 

L2 

5 

53 

25 

5 

59 

22 

0 

29 

L2 

5 

82 

12 

0 

0 

Ij6 

0 

Id 

30 

0 

2 

30 

5 

42 

12 

0 

42 

25 

0 

49 

25 

5 

49 

30 

5 

45 

3.7 

1 

74 

42 

0 

49 

42 

1 

40 

25 

1 

74 

30 

0 

0 

35 

l 

59 

35 

D 

0 

35 

0 

26 

4.1 

5 

17 

3.7 

0 

24 

30 

0 

30 

33 

5 

47 

1 1 

D 

8 


1 

50 

ID 

1 

34 

19 

I 

44 

15 

0 

12 

!A 

1 

49 

15 

0 

49 

1.7 

0 

54 

25 

0 

44 

15 

0 

1 

15 

1 

31 

L2 


565 ' 

566 Austin 
5b7 Edinburgh 

568 Carr 

569 Mahtalt 

570 Dicks 

573 Rkmer 

574 Hal) 

575 Potls 

576 Ferdioad 

577 Impey 

578 Turtwr 

579 Perry 

560 rirnningkam 

583 Thatcher 

584 McAHtster 

585 Klmbk 


0 1-3 U 

1 50 12 

0 19 

U 0 3D 
n 12 2.7 

0 0 3 JO 

1 20 L5 

1 37 25 

0 a 22 
0 0 10 

1 42 44) 

I 44 15 

0 23 20 

0 1 L5 
0 33 15 


MIDFIELDERS 


600 Piarr 

603 ParioDi 

604 Paesa 

605 Vieira 

606 Osermars 

607 Mendez Rodriaiez 

608 Hq4or 

609 Townsend 
630 Draper 
M3 Mmcdfe 

634 Buttock 

635 Rraffram 

636 Eadeo 

637 Hatiej 
6W Dtna 
639 Wikra 
64Q Mrfantay 

643 Sherwood 

644 Fhtaon .... 

MS Fraodsen 

646 Tbomnm 

647 PtStoi 
66 Selim 

649 OulKn 

650 DiMattco 

653 Wbe 

654 Newicn 

655 P Hughes 
65b Babmro 

657 Talks 

658 Ridanfenn 

659 MeAlteier 

660 SaUkd 

663 JntifROen 

664 Simpson 
bbS Acaocwie 

666 D Pbfficn - 

667 Van Dcr Lean 
t*8 Dai By 

069 Hunt 

670 ParicinsM 

573 Oram I 

674 RtfTdty 

675 Stuurt 

676 Speed 

677 Bonwr 

678 Vfel&ce 

679 Sharpe 


-1 23 25 
1 31 24 

0 0 27 

0 20 45 

1 51 6.0 

0 I 20 

1 31 J.P 

0 3 32 

1 41 4.1 

0 5 20 

1 JO JD 

1 54 l,s 

1 17'. -L2. 


6*4 
685 Taylor 
6S6 Icon 

687 Lennon 

688 Guppy 
6*7 Bzrocs 

1 69l) Raiknapp 
t&j McMunanun 

694 Thomas 

695 Leonbariben 

696 Gig» 

69y Beckham 
b98 Keane 
6*i Butt 
7TI0 Po6orski 
7ai Lee 

704 Batty 

705 GiDc^ne 
71*1 Bcanttcy 
707 Ketshara 
7U8 Blinker 


LEE 

LEE 

1 

44 

21 

15 

25 


Soliwdt 
Light bourn 

LEI 

4 

2U 

25 



LEI 

0 

0 

IA 

R50 

Freedman 

LEI 

l 

41 

11 

853 

Ndah 

LEI 

LEI 

1 

t 

25 

42 

.U 

1.7 

854 

855 


NEW 

0 

4i 

3D 

856 

Sturridgc 

UV 

0 

2b 

52 

857 

ibhadwpe 

LiV 

1 

78 

5.9 

858 

Fergus:® 

LTV 

0 

12 

JO 

859 

Bannly 

UV 

1 

29 

40 

*60 

Deane 


709 Hyde 
t 730 whiliii^ham 

733 Carbone 

734 MagDion 

735 Staler 

736 Oakley 

737 Auden on 
.738 Fis 

739 Howells 

74 0 Oiaoh 
743 Simon 
.744 Nieben 

■ 745 WiTlbitKon 

746 MiHugte 

747 MoflCnr 
7-»S Bishop 
749 Bcrkovic 
730 Lomas 

753 Jones 

754 Baric 

755 Aidtey 

756 Fear 

757 C Hcgbcs 


0 O ' it) ' 

1 si yo ■ 

1 II . -22 . 
1 42 i4 

a - i4 3ji 
1 29 1-5 
n 27 28 
l 34 L2 
5 38. 1.5 
0 0 ' 4.4 

0 32 5D 

1 » 3.7 

J 6 24 


863 Liltey 

864 Hasstetanfc 
8b5 Oaridne 

866 Huskey 

867 Rwrter 

868 Berger 

869 Owen 
87D Scfaoks 

873 Cole 

874 Sobbjacr 

875 Sbcnngham 

876 Nevtond 

877 Shearer 

878 AspriHa 

879 Fer dinand 
WW Tomaseon 

883 Cw^oosM 

884 Hiuophreys 

885 Booth 

886 Hirst 

887 LrtTfaaar 

888 Evans 

889 Oslensud 

890 Anmtnmg 
W3 fseraen 

894 Hanaan 

895 Kjibm 

896 Holdsworth 

897 Efwfcu 

898 Gayte 

899 Euen 


0 3 ID 

0 36 20 

1 43 25 

5 SO 5J) 

6 55 3D 

4 SI 6J 
S- 33 45 

0 0 3.0 

0 8 1 £ 

5 50 3D 

0.9 3£ 

1 35 55 

I 57 95 

0 5! 40 

1 64 25 

0 39 60 

1 74 62 

I 47 7D 
-1 ra 50 

n 0 20 

l l 101 

0 20 7.4 

1 29 50 

» 30 40 

0 0 20 


1 44 35 

0 40 35 

1 35 7D 

1 h 15 
I 15 32 
« 13 5.9 

0 7 40 

1 85 50 

n M 35 
I' 13 35 
0 26 40 


MANAGERS 


J 6 24 

0 4 10 

0 7 30 

I) 24 !J? 

0 a 24 
0 17 30 

0 16 24 

0 0 20 
0 I 12 

0 9 30 

1 4 12 

0 6 ID 

0 12 U 
0 8 20 
l> 0 ID 

1 8 22 

0 7 20 

0 2b 25 
0 43 17 

0 18 3jj 

5 70 ID 
« 0 35 


STRIKERS 


800 Bcndamp 

803 Wright 

SIM Boanwrte fcnara 

805 Tfbtie 

806 Joachim 

807 CnUytnorc 

808 WittaiBon 
S09 Hen line 
830 Hristnv 
333 Sultc-n 
(Cv4 Galiacfacr 
835 Dahlia 
8M MeCinfenr 
&J7 Blake 
838 Zola 

K39 Vhdli 

84n Ma Hughes 

S43 Tore Andre Flo 

844 Dublin 

845 Whelan 

846 Hurteiby 


900 flfcnger 

903 LitUc 

904 Wtbctn 

905 Hodgson 

906 TbtkT 
9(17 Gullit! 

908 Strachon 

909 Coppdl 
930 Smith 

933 Kendall 

934 Gratum 
S35 OMcdl 

936 Evans 

937 Ferguson 

938 DalgWt 

939 PfcaV 
«0 Jooc* 

943 Frans* 

944 Redkzzapn 
945' Kumcar 


3 41 75 
'» 27 50 

0 21 20 
1 45 50 

0 22 25 
3 45 45 
3 27 3.0 

0 24 2D 

3 39 20 

1 27 25 

3 3S 35 
3 .43 45 

1 45 70 

0 49 9D 
3 32 70 
0 9 40 

I) IS 25 

0 13 45 

1 35 3J 
I 26 45 


, ' cum; nijy out of mauBgcmcm 
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Suspended jockeys booked for return 

-The soutulina i. .... Siici and no- tantastl 


The sounding out by the 

Jockey Club of opinion ir 

key sectors of the racing 

Industry is fikely to lead 

to the three suspended 
riders regaining their 
licences tomorrow. 

Richard Edmondson 


tantaslhemoncyaodifbejsoff 

anv longer then others wiD « 

fcEsssgs 




athletics 

IAAF offers 
British body 
financial help 

UK Athletics 98 officiate yes- 
terday confirmed ttot *e to- 

SmdonalAthlctKFtdcrafion 

had offered the newbo^r aam 

rfmoncytohelpitttao^the 

^tdafafeisteftb^de*® 

the British Athletic Fedmafi™ 

weD tbanloupt,totth^d^d 

it was as much as $500,000 
f£3 10,000). That figure was 
Sntoedinmpofisofa^ 

mentfiythc.IAAFp^, 


-! 
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Some bookies thought 
that See More Business 
did not jump well 
enough at Cheltenham 
on Saturday to win a 
Gold Cup. Think again, 
said punters yesterday, 
/on Davies reports. 


It looks like the Ibte gat it right. 
After See More Business won 
the Pillar Chase at Cheltenham 
on Saturday, while other lead- 
ing bookmakers were offering 
odds of up to 7-1 about See 
More Business for the Chel- 
tenham Gold Cup, the Tote 
went 7-2. The other firms are 
slowly moving into line. William 
Hill yesterday cot See More 
Business from 6-1 to 9-2 for the 
Gold Cup and Coral now offer 


a top-priced 5-1. That may not 
last long. 

Punters will have more idea 
what See More Business is up 
against on Sunday when Ire- 
land's leading Gold Cup hopes, 
Dorans Pride and Imperial Call, 
will free a small field in the Hen- 
nessy Gold Cup over three 
miles at Leopardstown. The 
pair were among only eight ac- 
ceptors yesterday for the race. 
Go Ballistic and Hermes Har- 
vest are the only British entries. 

Dorans Pride is a top-priced 
8-1 for the Gold Cup with 
W illiam Hill while Imperial 
Call who won the Hennessy m 
1996 en route to victory in the 
Gold Cup, is generally available 
at the same price. 

Martin Pipe trains six of 
yesterday’s 23 confirmed entries 
for the Tote Bookmakers San- 
down Handica p Hurdle on Sat- 


urday. Pipe's Allegation heads 
the weights on 1 1st 10Tb. Daray- 
dan. Big Strand - who merits at- 
tention after his eyecatching run 
at Kemplon lost time - Danjing, 
Runaway Pete and Harbour 
Island are Pipe's other entries. 

Mislinguett. who easily beat 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Roman Reel 
(Lingfield 1.45) 

NB: Forzair 
(Musselburgh 3.30) 

some out-of-form rivals in last 
Saturday's Cleeve Hurdle at 
Cheltenham, will carry a 61b 
penalty for her 15-length success 
over Bimsey, taking her up to 
joint top weight. 

The six-year-old mare's 
trainer. Nigel Thdsion Davies, 
reports her “fine" and on course 
for Sandown. He said: “She was 


very impressive on Saturday 
and she's fine after the race so 
we arc heading for Sandown. 
She's not very big but she’s car- 
ried big weights before and it 
hasn’t bothered her." 

Jimmy FitzGerald, who won 
the race with Special Vintage 
(1 989) and Tratnglol (1993 and 
1996), will saddle Whip Hand. 
The trainer's son. Tim, said: 
“Whip Hand seems OK and is 
an intended runner." 

Splendid Thyne, winner of 
his last three starts, is also a 
likely starter. He will renew ri- 
valry with Jenny Pitman's 
Prince fuL beaten two and a half 
lengths by Teny Casey’s charge 
last lime but 21b belter off at 
Sandown. 

Champion Hurdle possibles 
Grey Shot and Wahiba Sands 
are among the entry revealed 
yesterday for the Supreme 
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MUSSELBURGH 

HYPERION 

1.30 Norman Conquest 3.30 Tbugh Tbst (nb) 

2JJ0 George Dillingham . WEdBiDawr 
230 Hobkirk 430 Camden Moor 

3.00 China King 

PARK: Free. ... . ■ ■ *g_wi fM.1 
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; pManuim 13-79 {*5%J. W» S Bnribui* C2a5*LAOol>l*i 
•LEADING JOCKEYS: B Storey fSldMBflOW 

£»6(123%). P Wwn 12-75 C«%). R ^ * a3% >- T ' * 

•FAVOURTTES: 115-277 

1 fflBntEHEDRRSTTIMfcManlUltOCfr.DuKBOIPwrbPjg: 


pofuh GUIDE 

UlKh _ Omani won a tandcap on the couae n December and dw tri p pm) 

BBSAessaS 

^wconter. Zamharoer. Ctoywato. 

Prire Eiompte at Citenck onNew 

Selection: S&J.ARS STALKER 


urinntoB pointer.' 

Day. __ 

KILMANY CUP HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 
added 2m 4f Penalty Value £3,590 


[3.00 1 added 2m 4f Penalty Value 

r“vF»BUE CHARM (17) (CO) (MSM C IWb^S&totiiraBII 
WSE ADVICE MB) (CD) (AG Ctoppa*) II W 4.. 


™ DOLLAR NOVICE HURDLE (CASS E) *3,000 
1130J Penalty o c 1Jwtna m 
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day. Paul Eccles, hte tramer. 


Novices' Hurdle at the FestivaL 
The pair have been given the al- 
ternative option of running in 
the first race at the Festival by 
trainers lan Balding and John 
Dunlop. 

Pipe has also entered the 
1996 Italian Derby winner Ba- 
hamian Knight in the Supreme 
Novices', in advance of his hur- 
dling debut at Lingfield this Fri- 
day. The Irish entry for the 
Supreme includes Irish Cham- 
pion Hurdle second His Song. 

Pipe has entered 17 for the 
Triumph Hurdle, headed b) 
Rainwalch, the Finale Junior 
Hurdle winner. 

©Yesterday's meeting at 
Phimpton was abandoned be- 
cause of frost. 

© Punters will be relieved to 
hear that the Tote has increased 
its maximum pay-out to 
£500,000 from £250.000. 

RESULTS 

SOUTHWELL 

124S: 1. NOUFAW (A McCarthy! n-*tar. 

2 . All On 3-1 : 3. La Itononjutaa 7-2. 9 nm- 
•h. 12. (R Hofirwhea* UpperLoogdorlTom: 

sa. 70 ; Elsa cm ten df; £»aa ca=: «m 

Tricast E2EL21 Trta: C52Q 

1.15; i. INCLINATION [Date Gtosori) 13-2; 

2 . Bflba’B Legacy vi-V. 3. Down The 
7-1 10 ran. 5-2 tav Ate BarrecIaJABc. 1- (M 
Btenshanl Upper Umbouml tow OB*. 
caaa E390 Ctza DF: EB29a CSF. JS231 
Tricast CB2l7a Trio: CTE2Q _ 

1 45; 1. SWING WEST (R PhWCh) 9-4 
tar; 2. Chabrol 7-1 : a Hal Hoo Ybfoom 4-1 

9 im. 1 7.. shhd. (P Ecctoa lantooirtt TDtos 

C2B0; £150. E2fift Cl5Q OF: £1330 CSF; 
CT7B7 Thcast C5640 Trto: 

Z.15: 1. ZIGGTS DANCER 1C UWrthOI 

6-4 fav; 2. Bold Aristocrat B-4; a Doerty 
C-l 9 ran. 7, ric lE Atom Lon^ tote 
£3» £130 E12a C2J0a DF: £33Q CSF: DM3 

Tf *kSi a sUE If (F NDrtcr) &-1 : 2. Broad- 
«tataaBoauty3-i tor 3. Fb at Malta 4-1 10 

amTi'A. hd (D Tr ^l ^ 

£700; £220 C22ft EWL CSF ' 

£2301 Tricast £7729 Tno: £1530 

3.15: 1. EMINENT p N Ryan) 8-Tl tor.2. 
raariaaa 4-1 ; a Faym 5-1 B ran- 

£140 £iaa CUDDF: E30a CSF. £415. Trio. 

E2 MS1. i SHARP MONKEY (P MgCabS) 

Metton Mowbray). 1b *E 
nvi DF: £2080 CSF: £2604. Tncast 

£12685 Trio: £3380 NR: hryBlrU 

4.15c 1. DUST (W Ryc njB^fa yg^OP- 
w Prtneare *• Cato Biritom 7-2 9ran. 

(Lad Huntinaclcrv West Matey! Wk 
wqn' VrC. EZfiQ £130. DF: CB3Q Cg: C746. 
THcast £1684. Trio: £350 
ptacepot £1430 Cbiadpot E2B0. 
phct & EOflB. Pinos M £1171 

• Swing West, a winner on the 
Flat at Southwell yesterday, 
will now attempt to follow up 
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day. Paul Eccles, his trainer, 
said: “He'll slay hurdling now. 

Ijust thought he was well hand- 
icapped for this. 


Cheltenham Gold Cup Chase (3m 2f UOyds) 
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HYPERION 

1 45 Dlqpast 2.15 Night City 2.45 Some 
Might Say 3.15 Pearly Queen 3 j 45 MUTA- 
SAWWAR (nap) 4.15 Ga laplno 
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0 NECTARINE MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
£.M\ d) £5,000 added 1m 


a loan were in progress. 

UK Athletics 98 ^ as 

in November when the Bnmh 

Athletic Federation went mto 
receivership with debts^of 
$550,000. The company was 
set up both to cany out the dur 

ties of the BAF and set up a 

Ewsaasss 

letics 98, Stuart Baines, added. 
“The half-million figure is a bit 
high. You’d be better off talk- 
ing around £100,000.” 

•Juan Antonio Samaranch, the 
president of the fotematwmd 
Olympic Committee, cnbo«a 

some sxirts bodies yesterday for 

not rooting out drug chea^ say- 
ing at the IOC Session m Naga- 
no, Japan, that many had “takra 

no measures to combat this 
[doping] scourge". 


IC E HOCKEY 

Eagles close 
to landing title 

Ayr Scottish Eagles took a big 
step towards winning the Super- 
league title on Sunday by beat- 
ing Cardiff Devils 1-0 in South 

Wales. . , 

Cardiff; the champions, had 
looked the only side capable of 

stopping Ayr’s drive for the ti- 
tle, but Vince Boe’s first peri- 
od goal settled a tense game in 

Eagles’ favour. 

Ron Dopson was magnifi- 
cent in the Ayr goal, stopping 

all 40 shots on his net to com- 
plete a memorable personal 
weekend - he shut out Bas- 
ingstoke 24 hours earlier. 

The Scottish side, with a sev- 
en-point lead at the top, now 
need a maximum of four points 
from their four remaining 
games - three of which are at 
home - to add the Super- 
league title to the Benson and 

Hedges Cup they have already 

secured. 

Elsewhere Manchester 
Storm added to the misery of 
Basingstoke Bison - shut-out by 
Ayr on their own ice on Satur- 
day - bearing them 6-3 at the 
Nynex Arena. 


BASKETBA LL 

Newcastle on 
their guard 

Craig Lynch, the Newcastle Ea- 
gles coach, has warned his play- 
ers to ignore the two defeats 
which rocked London Towers' 

Budweiser League season at the 

weekend when they line up 
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for the first leg of their Uni-ball 
League “frophy semi-finaL ur V«fe 
have to concentrate on our job 
and forget what’s happening 
around us,” Lynch said. 

Following Saturday’s 88-82 
capitulation at Derby Storm 
and the astonishing 79-78 home 
defeat against the bottom chib 
^tfard Royals, only fmr points 

separate the top five dubs and 
Tbwers have played up to three 
more games than their rivals. 

Lynch said: 4? Rw«as are there 
to be shot at and they just have 

to respond, like the rest of us. 
They’re a good team, and we 

wont be fooled by those results." 

Newcastle are on a 13-game 

unbeaten ran and the sequence 

includes two league victories 

over Tbwers at Wembley, but 
Lynch said: “That's history." 

- Richard Taylor 
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30/RUGBY UNION 


The Two Nations need Welsh to add a half to the brew 


The 1998 Five Nations’ 
Championship starts 
this weekend as Clive 
Woodward’s New 
England travel to Paris 
to mix it with Jean- 
Claude Skrela's Even 
Newer France. 

Chris Hewett, Rugby 
Union Correspondent, 
asks If the 10-week 
tournament will be done 
and dusted in 80 
minutes flat, or whether 
the Celtic fringe can 
emerge from their 
twilight zone and 
confound the big two 
with some traditional 
fire and fury? 


L\ 


It is 13 years since Ireland 

bagged a Fhte Nations tide and 
not even the most Guinness-fa- : 






A smug, spiteful little joke is 
currently circulating through 
the bars and committee rooms 
of England’s leading clubs and 
just for once, the punchline has 
nothing whatsoever to do with 
Cliff Brittle. It goes something 
like this: What's the difference 
between the Five Nations' 
Championship and the Monte 
Carlo Rally? Answer Brian 
Ashton and Jim Telfer have 
more chance of winning the 
Monte Carlo Rally. On foot. 

Cruel but true. To dignify 
Europe’s annual international 
tournament with the word 
“five” is to invite an investiga- 
tion from the Serious Fraud 
Squad, whose officers would not 
need an honours degree in 
sports science to realise that Ire- 
land and Scotland are con- 
tenders only in the sense that 
Les Dawson was a concert pi- 
anist. If the Trades Descriptions 
Act covered rugby as well as 
soap powder and stereosystems, 
the organisers would be or- 
dered to rename their product 
"The Two and a Half Nations”. 

Where on earth does the half 
come into it? Surely Les Tricol- 
ors and Les Rosbifs will con- 
dense the whole shooting match 
into a single frenzied ser-to at 
the new Stade de France on Sat- 
urday afternoon? Possibly. 


• : U;., 
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them to daim one in the next . . 

13 . Kite Soots have fired rather * 
better, completing a famous 
Grand Slam in 1990 and going 
close to two more in 1995 and 
1996 before having their pips- 
squeezed by superior English .. 
packs. But there has been a' Rj/ 
poverty of recent performance _ . 
from both nations that brackets 
them together. Professional- ■ 
ism has skinned them alive, left 
them for dead. They are yes* , 
terday’s men. 

Assuming, then, that the 
Welsh are capable of only one 
rewriting of the .form book 
rather than tvro, whidi of the big 
guns will avoid the banana 
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FIVE NATIONS FIXTURES 


7 Fab France v Engbnd 

tafand w Sootend (Dublin) 
21 Fab England vWatea (Wdawlnt 
ScoHand v Franca (MurayWd) 
7 Mar Franca v batand (ftpfe) 
Wateav Scotland [WumbteyV 

21 M ar I rela nd vVMriaa |piUi| 

22 MarScaitand V Engtand(Murayfaki) 
4 Apr England v MmdflWcfanham) 
5 Apr mdssvftwica (Hfemfifej-J 
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jump to it: England’s line-out prepares to scale the Five Nations heights during a training session at Twickenham yesterday 


Photograph: Peter jay 


Probably even. But the stir- 
rings on the far side of the Sev- 
ern Bridge suggest that Whies - 
remember them? - are in there 
with a puncher's chance of slip- 
ping out of the cheap seats and 
joining the cosy little twosome 
in the box circle. 

Not that Kevin Bowring, 
their cerebral coach, is doing 
himself any favours by contin- 
ually ignoring Craig Quinnell 
the hottest second row in 
Britain. Unless Gareth 
Llewellyn, the most-capped 
lode in Welsh history and almost 


certainly the luckiest, gives it 
some real humply against tbe 
Italians in this weekend's non- 
championship Test at Llanelli 
QuinneU will surely face Eng- 
land at Twickenham in a little 
under three weeks' time. 

There are any number of 
very good reasons why the 
Welsh should remain in damp 
squib mode. Rebuilding work at 
the Anns Park has forced them 
into temporary residence at 
Wembley - oddly, the Dragons 
will play more games in London 
than England over the course 


of the tournament - while the 
even more urgent rebuilding 
work on their front fire has been 
frustrated by injuries to Chris- 
tian Loader and Spencer John, 
the two prime contenders for 
the loose-head role that has 
haunted Wales since tbc long- 
forgotLen days of the one-di- 
mensional but phenomenally 
strong Staff Jones. 

And yet. Bo wring's instinc- 
tive faith in the darting, side- 
stepping bundle of street 
theatre known as Arwel 
Thomas means that the Welsh 


threequarter line, graced as it 
is by Gibbs and Bateman and 
Evans, will be given its freedom. 
Neil Jenkins, no great shakes as 
a full-back but one hell ctf a goal- 
kicker. is still around to pul 
points on the board and if Scott 
Quinnell gets out of bed tbe 
right side, the back row will 
surely make the most of Mar- 
tyn Williams' bravery on the 
floor. 

Heaven knows, the champi- 
onship needs the bqyos in full 
bloom once again, it is fash- 
ionable in this professional age 


to dismiss the romance of the 
Five Nations as so much wool- 
ly-beaded waffle, io reduce rug- 
by to a laboratory print-out of 
pounds, ounces and tackle 
counts and forget all about the 
individual flashes of derring-do 
that make the tournament re- 
quired viewing, even down 
south in Cape Town and Auck- 
land. The Welsh bring senti- 
ment. nostalgia and dripping 
emotion to the equation. In its 
absence, the fare can be as dry 
as dust. 

Particularly now that the 


Irish and Scots are down on 
their uppers, the Big Issue 
salesmen of rugby's interna- 
tional community. Lansdowne 
Road, so often stained red with 
the blood of visiting forwards, 
is no more than a picnic venue 
for bigger, richer, more pro- 
fessional opponents and while 
the French continue to view 
Murrayfield with deep mistrust, 
they could field two second- 
string sides good enough to deal 
with Tun Telfer’s rag-tag col- 
lection of dispirited light- 
weights. 


skin? England are favourites to 
take the tide, but only just. They 
are more settled than -the 
French in most areas - second 
row, back row, half-back, mid- 
field - and go into this week's 
match with the confidence of 
men who, last tithe out, took a 
great New Zealand side to. the 
cleaneis for 20 wonderful min- 
utes and then climbed off the', 
canvas to frighten them again 
at the death. 

But in one veiy important f , 
sense, England deserve to take 
nothing from this championship 
apart from a big fat zero. Their 
refusal to ratify Italy's long 
overdue appearanceat the high 
table of European rugby was and 
remains arrogant, supercilious 
and downright ULogicaL If they 
are made to pay for their pom- 
posity by one or more of their 
opponeats over the nest two and : 
a hatf months, a form of justice 
will be seen to be done. 


ENGLAND 


c*~ - 

; 

CSve Woodward insists that he has one * ^ . 
priority and one only - namely, to build ; - ~~ 


a team capable of lifting the Vlfebb Elfis Trophy at next 
yearb World Cup - and. if it means taking a painful 
step backwards h orderto accomplish two in the right 
drectioa he wfilhappiy pay tiie price. Such is his cur- 
rent stancfrig with the Engfish ruc£y pubic that while 
he emerged from last autumrfs four-Test SANZA se- 
ries without a win, he also emerged without a smidgen 
of smefy stuff sticking to he red rose blazer. 

How long the honeymoon lasts is not entirely de- 
pendent on this weekends match in Paris. Wood- 
ward can afford a narrow defeat there and stffl talk 
persuasively about progress. But any defeat by the 
Celts wl leave him exposed to the slings and ar- 
rows of sporting fortune, especiaBy as he possesses 
enviable strength in all areas of he squad. 

All, that is. except the front row. which must be 
giving him nightmares. The Sprrigbok pairing of Os 
du Randt and Adrian Garvey crucified their oppo- 
nents at Twickenham in November and there is plen- 
ty of smart money or Christian Califano and Frank 
Toumaire doing something sirilar on Saturday. 

England have the best back five in the champion- 
ship, a posse of quality scrum-halves and a dream 
ticket in midfield now that Jeremy Guscott is back 
on board. If the front row goes belly-up, though, the 
rest counts for notfArg. 

Player to watch: Wil Greenwood 


F RANC E 

What on earth are they doing, dropping 




Marc dal Maso from their front row? The 
Agen hooker was one of the sensations of last sea- 
son's victorious Five Nations campaign and. together 
with Christian Califano and Frank Toumaire he would 
have been an even-money favourite to reduce Eng- 
land^ front row to rubble this weekend. Instead, the 
French selectors have handed the No 2 shirt and 
the captaincy to the unknown Rafael Ibanez. 

Still, the French look pretty useful, even without 
Abdel Benazzfs incomparable presence In the 
back five of thet- scrum Their flankers, Pttippe Benet- 
ton and Olivier Magne, are right up there with the 
Engfish thoroughbreds and if Thomas Castaignede 
catches fire at outside- half, he could bring toe Stade 
de France dawn almost before toe builders have fin- 
ished putting it up- 

The question, as ever, surrounds the state of toe 
French psyche, which is more complex and very near- 
ly as baffling than a Marcel Proust paragraph. As 
we saw in Bordeaux on Saturday, the Brive contin- 
gent of Lamafeon, Carbonneau and Magne can freeze 
up on the big occasion. Stephans Glas has been 
known to betray his immense talent as an attack- 
ing centre. Fatten Petous may not pack sufficient 
punch at lock and Thomas Lievremont is a new boy 
at No a AD in all, quite a challenge for a rookie cap- 
tain 

Player to watch: Christian Califano. 


IRELAND 



The Irish hierarchy moved in for Brian 
Ashton a matter of hours before Jack 
Rowell, then England’s coach, suggested he might 
find an opening for his old Bath confrere. How Ash- 
ton must wish he had gone shopping or popped 
along to toe bookies that morning, for had he not 
been at home to take toe fatal phone caB from Dubin. 
he would probably be Cfive Woodward right now. 

It is almost laughably ironic that Ashton, who ranks 
alongside Pierre VBepreuxasthe most viaonary and 
inventive backs coach r Europe does not hare a back 
division worthy of the name The Irish threequarters 
wffl tackle - they always do -but the problems tend 
to start when toe opposition refinqutehes the bal Short 
of a cutting edge in midfield and genuine gas out wide, 
the threequarters are also hampered by a lack of con- 
trol at half-back. In short it's a no-na 

There is better news up front even though Je- 
remy Davidson, such a central figure in last sun- 
mer's Lions triumph, is long-term Injured. Malcolm 
OTCefy could develop into one of toe great Irish sec- 
ond rows, Paul Wallace is a crafty survivor on toe 
tight head and David Corkery a handful on toe blind- 
side flank. 

However, Ashton has decided against grvrrg New- 
castlefc Ross Nesdale a start at hooker in the open- 
er with Scotland - a move he may live to regret - 
and Eric li/0ler’s Inconsistency remains a worry. 
Player to watch: Malcolm O'Kelly. 


SCOTLAND 



The nightmare scenario for toe Scots is 
if the opposition manage to ftod their way 
to the ground If they lose in Dublin this week -and 
their inabffity to field a competitive pack is far more 
of a problem than Ireland’s unsuccessful search for 
a back division - they may wen be whitewashed for 
the first time since t97S Certainly, it is difficult to see 
them beating the Welsh at Wembley, let alone Eng- 
land or France on their own sol 

Jim Tetters return as coach should at least en- 
sure a whole-hearted effort from his pack, but there 
is no escaping the paucity of genuine international 
talent in ail areas of the scrum. The absence of Tom 
Smith, an Dfnportantcontrbutor to the Lions in South 
Africa, has reduced Scotland's set-piece potential 
to something approaching zero and, with Rob 
Wajrrwright off toe bofl. Telfer cannot even rely on 
the hard-nut banditry traditionally associated with 
back-row units of the tartan persuasion. Finlay Caider, 
where are you now? 

Besides, eight days is hardly long enough to bofl 
an egg in rugby let alone mould a side to Test pitch. 
Telfer is a superb forward coach and even though 
he has no time to play with, he can make a degree 
of progress by imposing a sergeant-majorish, back- 
to- basics regime on his disconsolate charges and 
insist that they re-acquaint themselves with toe fun- 
damental drffe. ft is, though, a damage imitation job. 
Player to watch: Hard to find one_ 


WALES 


We see it every year, toe distant half- 
fight of the new dawn breaking over the *■* 

vafleys And every year, the darkness descends so 
suddenly and so completely that the long-suffering 
Welsh sr^DportBrehavBd^fiadtyfindhg their vvay from 
the Ames Park to the pub. Last season, toe rever- 
sal in fortunes was particiJariy unbearable: a 30- 
point victory al Murrayfield, folowed twe weeks later 
by a one-point home defeat at the hand of the Irish. 
Heartbreaking, crazy: downright crirrihal * 

Yet the expectation never fades and this year, 
Kevin Bowring has an outside chance of hJff&ing toe 
desires of a true rugby nation. Wales have the most 
potent back division in toe championship, a corrv- 
bustble mixture of innovation and pragmatism, of 
physical presence and elusive genius. All Bowring 
needs to do is work out afafisafe method of giving 
Rob How ley, Arwel Thomas and company the oxy- 
gen of possession. 

It has been ever this these last few years, for the 
Walsh pack has frightened no-ana Even now, they 
have problems at prop and, less obviousiy but equal- 
ly worryfngly at toe fine-out However, England's front 
row is not what it was and when toetwo sides meet 
at Twickenham, toe set-piece co n frontation could be 
toe most even for the best part of a decad&The Viteteh 
w3 find it heffishty dfficult at HQ, but three wits 
from four Is not out of the question. 

Player to watch: Allan Bateman. 




It is folly to begin the season with its crucial encounter 


The bookies are making Eng- 
land favourites to win tbe Five 
Nations* Championship at 
13-8 on. Then come France at 
13-8, 'Wales at 14-1, Scotland 
at 25-1 and Ireland at 40-1. It 
seems to me that England are 
over-priced, France under- 
priced, Wales a good bet like- 
wise and Ireland under-priced 
in relation to Scotland. 

If Wales were playing their 
home matches at the old Na- 
tional Stadium instead of at 
Wembley, I would have fancied 
them to bring off a surprise, 
even with their somewhat 
makeshift pack. As thing? are 
I agree, both with the bookies 
and with Jonathan Davies in 
the Independent on Sunday r 
that the real contest is between 
France and England, as it has 
been throughout the 1990s. 

I also agree with Davies that 
in a commercial age - indeed, 
in any age - it is folly to begin 
the international season with 

what will almost certainly prove 
to be its crucial encounter. 

There are two ways of ap- 
proaching the compilation of 
these fixtures. One is to revert 
to the traditional order, where- 


by France played Scotland, for 
instance, on the first Saturday 
of the new year, and the other 
countries similarly followed 
their hallowed pattern. The 
other way is to take account of 
current form (by which I mean 
form over roughly a five-year 
span) and to save up what look 
like being the decisive match- 
es for the last weekend. 

R)r this season. I have to re- 
mind myself, even if I do not 
have to remind my readers. 
Five Nations matches are be- 
ing played on Sundays as well 
as on Saturdays. But in a fash- 
ion typical of the organisation 
of rugby union football the 
pattern is not being imposed 
consistently and seems to have 
no rhyme or reason about it. 

Thus on Saturday there are 
three internationals (one of 
them the friendly between 
Tfifcles and Italy at Llanelli) but 
. there are none on the Sunday. 
There is a similar pattern on 
Saturday 7 March. Yet on Sat- 
urday 4 April England play Ire- 
land at Twickenham, leaving 
Wales to play France at Wem- 
bley on the Sunday, 

Oddly, I have the feeling 



ALAN 

WATKINS 


that Wales may win this match, 
if Kevin Bowring can pick the 
right team. For the game with 
Italy he has picked the correct 
backs apart from Gareth 
Thomas on tbe left wing. 

I have nothing against 
Thomas, except that an injus- 
tice has manif estly been done 
to Nigel W&lker. He was Wiles’ 
best player against New Zea- 
land at the same stadium, and 
saved several tries. He is, Tam 
afraid, the victim of prejudice: 
not colour prejudice - certain- 
ly not - but that prejudice 
which works against players 
who have come to the game rel- 
atively late in life and also hap- 
pen to be extremely fasL 


The wiseacres always say in 
these circumstances that they 
are “not sure about bis de- 
fence" even though his de- 
fence is exemplary, as it is 
with Walker. Both Andrew 
Harriman of Harlequins and Si- 
mon Davies of Swansea were 
insufficiently recognised by 
their countries (in Davies' case, 
he was not recognised at all) on 
this spurious ground. 

Earlier I mentioned tbe 
makeshift aspect of the Welsh 
forwards. There are four for- 
wards in the Allied Dunbar 
Premier Division who are ar- 
guably the superiors of the play- 
ers Bowing has chosen: John 
Davies and Craig QuinneU of 
Ri chmo nd, and Nathan Thomas 
and Richard Webster of Bath, 
though Thomas is a substitute. 

Admittedly Davies and 
Webster are getting on a bit, 
even though Webster did ster- 
ling work for Bath at Bordeaux 
The younger Quinnell is not 
the mast accomplished line-out 
performer I have ever seen ei- 
ther. But with the other exports 
that really have been chosen, 
Barry Williams, Gareth 
Llewellyn and Scott Quinnell, 


they would undoubtedly 
strengthen the pack. The time 
when the Welsh selectors could 
afford to turn up their noses at 
players turning out for English 
clubs has long passed. 

From what I have seen in 
France, the standard of top 
English dub rugby is higher 
than anything regularly avail- 
able there as well. And Clive 
Woodward has been more lev- 
el-headed in his selections for 
Saturday’s match than Pierre 
Villepreux and Jean-Claude 
Skrela seem to have been with 
theirs, despite some silly, un- 
necessary teases on Wood- 
ward's part last week. 

Accordingly Jeremy Gus- 
cott duly returns, and quite 
right too. Woodward has kept 
the pack that held New 
Zealand, with the enforced 
substitution of Mark Regan for 
Richard Cockerfll. 

The most risky French ploy 
is to play Thomas Castaignede, 
now of Castres, at outside half, 
when what he is naturally is an 
attacking centre. But, illogicaDy, 

I still think France will win, and 
am backing them to lake the 
Championship as welL 


Lamaison faces being left out 


Chris lophe Lamaison, tbe Brive 
lacker who was franco's match- 
winner against England at 
Twickenham last year, could be 
left out for the confrontation be- 
tween the sides in their Five Na- 
tions' Championship at the 
Stade de France outside Paris 
on Saturday. 

There is no questioning his 
ability - what worries France’s 
backs guru, Pierre Villepreux, 
is the centre’s mental state af- 
ter missing a potentially decisive 
kick in his club's stunning de- 
feat by Bath in the Heineken 
Cup final on Saturday. He sug- 
gested yesterday that Lamaison 
"may not be mentally up to it”. 

Lamaison, who scored 18 of 
France’s points as they came 
from behind to beat England 
23-20 last year on their way to 
the grand slam, was devastated 
after Saturday's defeat. 

Should the French selectors 
decide to drop him. then 
Thomas Castaignede would 
play at centre with the goal kick- 
ing duties and David Aucagne 
at stand-off 

Villepreux said the match 
with England would prove a 
huge lest particularly for the 
younger players in a fresh 


French team under a new cap- 
tain, the booker Rafael Ibanez. 

“We’re hoping for a suc- 
cessful fusion of the young 
players with the more experi- 
enced,” Villepreux said. 

Ireland have named the 
Garryowen scrum-half, Steve 
Mclvor, among the replace- 
ments for Saturday's Five Na- 
tions game with Scotland in 
Dublin. 

The 28-year-old, who won 
his two caps against Australia 
and Italy last season, replaces 
Niall Hogan after the London 
Irish half-back fractured his 
cheekbone playing for his dub 
on Sunday. 

The London Irish lock 
Gabriel Fulcher and Victor 
Costello, the St Maly’s College 
No 8, have been switched from 
the Ireland A team to play 
Scotland A qp Friday at Don- 
nybrook to the senior squad's 
replacement panel. 

Their places in the A side 
wil] be taken by Bath's Brian 
Cusack and David Erskine. of 
Sale, while the Bristol stand-off, 
Paul Burke, takes over the Ire- 
land A captaincy from Fulcher. 

Kevin Yates is expected to . 
deny allegations of ear-biting 


when he faces a Rugby Football 
Union disciplinary panel to- 
day. The Bath prop, capped 
twice, has been advised not to 
speak publicly about the noto- 
rious incident on 10 January, 
which left the London Scottish 
franker Simon Fenn needing 25 
stitches in his left ear. Yates, 

who has been suspended on full t, 
pay by Bath, has told colleagues 
and dub officials he is innocent. 

There are huge legal, finan- 
cial and contractual implications - ■ 
for Yates, Bath and the Ru gb y 
Football Union and the case will 

be heard by a high-profile team 
chaired by QC Michael Burton. ' 

He will be assisted by two RFU 
council members - Jonathan 
Dance, a solicitor, and Brian. 
Baister, who is a retired assis- 
tant chief constable. 

The RFU took over the in- 
quiry by mutual agreement 
when the original intention was . 
for Bath to continue their in- . 
terual attempt to uncover the • 
fonfa. London Scottish originally - r 
cited the entire Bath pack but 

reduced the citing to the front - 

row before later elfmihating 
Victor Ubogu and Federico;: 
Mendez, leaving only Yates to . 
face a hearing. 
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Final irony as 


64lt until June 


jimliiAo is almost certain 
to miss the World Cup 
after breaking his leg 
paying for Atletico 
MadrW on Sunday. 
E&afaeth Js/osh saw the 
Brazilian recovering in 
hospital yesterday. 

Juninho lay back in intensive 
c ? re at a private hospital out- 
side, the Spanish capital yesr 
terday looking half his 24 years. 
He moved his head vaguely and 
made circling movements with 
his Jiand to indicate he still felt 
grqggy after an operation had left 
plum with a steel plate and five 
screws in his left leg. 

Pedro Guillen, an or- 
thopaedic surgeon, operated on 

the Brazffian’s fractured tibia and 
twisted knee ligaments yesterday. 
He raid it would be five months 
before the player would kick a 
ball again. “He'll stay here two 

days, then he’ll be able to walk 
with crotches, then it’ll be ax to 
eight weeks before he can put the 
foot on the ground.'’ 

Ju ninh o. will not play again 
this season in the Spanish league 


i£ d his injury puts into serious 
Pupation in the 
Weald Cup, which starts in June 

tt is a huge setback in the ca- 
recr °* Brazilian midfield- 
er, who had set his heart on 
place in his country's 
world Cup team. One of tie 
major reasons he left Middies- 
brough for Atletico Madrid last 
summer was the fact that Span- 
ish league games are televised 
® Brazil: he hoped that his per- 
formances would keep him in 
the public eye back home. 

Juninho's mother, Lucia, 
and his father, Osvaido, who 
were with their son both before 
and after the operation, tried to 
remain optimistic. “My moth- 
er’s instinct tells me he'll play 
m the World Cup,” Lucia said. 
“It’s what we all want and he has 
great powers of recovery and 
enormous willpower.” 

Juninho was conscious in the 
early stages of the operation yes- 
terday afternoon, having re- 
ceived an epidural that 
anaesthetised him from the 
waist down. While under the 
knife he told the surgeons about 
his great disappointment at let- 
ting down Ailetico - who face 
Aston Villa in a Uefa Cup 



Marked man: Juninho avoids a tackle from Celta Vigo* Alex Mostovoi in the match in which he subsequently broke his leg on Sunday Photograph: AP 


match next month without him 
- and especially of his fear of 
musing the World Cup. But 
then the footballer became dis- 
turbed by the fearful cracking 
of bones as the operation pro- 
gressed and he requested a 
sedative to knock him out. 

After the operation the play- 


er slept for some hours, tran- 
quillired against the pain. From 
lime to time he gave a faint 
smile through the glass screen 
of the intensive care unit and a 
thumbs up sign. 

Juninho suffered the injury 
in a tackle by Celta Vigo’s 
Michael Salgado, who was sub- 


sequently booked and admitted 
be was lucky not to be sent off. 
However, Osvaido said his son 
bore no ill will against Salgado. 

Luzaro AJbarraidn, Alletvco’s 
vice-president, who had come to 
sec Juninho, told me: “Nothing 
like this ever happened to him 
in England, even though you 


have the reputation of being a 
nation of hard players. But 
British footballers are noble.” 

Osvaido tapped me gentiyan 
the sleeve. “He won’t be talking 
to anybody today. Tin sorry,” he 
said as the still semi-conscious 
Juninho was wheeled along the 
corridor bock to his room, en- 


couraged by a number of other 
injured sportsmen who hob- 
bled to watch his progress. But 
be had eyes only for his mum. 

♦ Cfro Ferrara, a key figure m 

Italy’s defence, is almost certain 
to miss the World Cup after 
breaking his leg playing for Ju- 
ventus at Lecce on Sunday. 


Atkinson and Gross count the cost of injuries Duffy is sacked by Hibernian 


Fan dies during Italy violence 


Ron Atkinson and Christian 
Gross lost vital players through 
injury yesterday, with Sheffield 
g Wednesday’s manager having to 
* come to terms with Niclas 
Alexandezsson being out for the 
rest of the season and his Tot- 
tenham counterpart having to 
cope with Andy Simon’s ab- 
sence from tomorrow’s FA Cup 
fourth-round replay at Barnsley. 

. Alexandersson, Wednes- 
day’s Swedish international 
midfielder, damaged kne e lig- 
aments in Saturday’s 1-1 drew 
with Wimbledon at Hillsbor- 
ough. The 26-year^oJd joined 
Wednesday from IFK Gothen- 
burg for « '50,000 in December 


and quickly became a crowd 
favourite in his nine appear- 
ances. “It’s a shame for the boy 
and a great loss for us,” Atkin- 
son said. 

Tottenham’s Sinton dam- 
aged knee ligaments in Satur- 
day’s defeat at Derby, although 
a scan has ruled out the imme- 
diate need for an operation. 
David Howells is fit again after 
seven weeks out with a stress 
fracture just below a knee and 
could replace Srn Ion atOakwefl. 

Stevenage Borough will be 
turning their non-League 
ground into St James' Park this 
afternoon for their final train- 
ing session there before to- 


morrow’s Cup replay at New- 
castle United. 

The Vauxhall Conference 
side will train with their PA sys- 
tem blaring out a recording of 
40,000 screaming fans to help 
their players get used to the at- 
mosphere at St James' Park. 

Most of the non-League 
sides players have never played 
in front of a crowd bigger than 
8,000, the attendance at Steve- 
nage when they forced a replay. 

Michael Thomas has com- 
pleted bis loan move from Liv- 
erpool to Middlesbrough and 
will make his debut in the First 
Division home game against 
Thmmere tomorrow. 


After Saturday's 6-2 defeat at 
Motherwell, Jim Duffy pledged 
to stay on as Hibernian manag- 
er until told otherwise - and he 
did not have long to wait. Duffy 
was summoned to a board meet- 
ing on Sunday and told that his 
13 months at the Easter Road 
helm would end yesterday. 

The former Celtic captain 
and manager Billy McNeill, 
Hibs’ director of development, 
will take temporary charge of 
team selection. 

The Hibernian chairman. 
Lex Gold, has launched the 
search for a new manager, with 
Tommy Bums, the former Celtic 
manager now assisting Kenny 


Dalglish at Newcastle, among 
those linked. “Managers at every 
level have to be measured by re- 
sults,’' Gold said. “Things have 
not gone our way for a while and 
recent losses effectively made (he 
decision for us.” 

Hibernian are four points 
adrift at the bottom of the Pre- 
mier Division. “It is the first 
time it has happened to me in 
football,” said Duffy, whose as- 
sistant, Jackie McNamara, was 
also sacked. “People say there 
are better managers than me 
who have got the sack too, but 
it doesn’t make me feci any bet- 
ter. 1 am hurt and disappoint- 
ed that it has not worked out.” 


The problem of violence on the 
terraces has again reared its 
head in Italy, with the death of 
a supporter at the Serie B match 
between Treviso and Cagliari an 
Sunday and two violent out- 
breaks elsewhere. 

A Treviso supporter who 
had heart problems, collapsed 
and died as rival fans threw 
rocks and other objects at each 
other at the end of the game. 

There was more trouble in 
Lecce, when the car taking Lu- 
ciano Moggi, the general man- 
ager of Juventus, away from the 
ground was pelted with rods af- 
ter Juve’s 2-0 win. A window was 
shattered, injuring a passenger. 


Moggi, who needed a police es- 
cort to the airport, was unhurt 
At Verona, police dashed 
with supporters of the visiting 
Salernitan a, before and 
-Turing their Serie B match. At 
seven fans and three offi- 
cers were injured. In the second 
half tear ffls was used to disperse 
fens who were throwing fire- 
crackers and other objects. The 
gas spread to (he pitdi and the 

game was halted for ax minutes. 

In December, violence hit 
matches in Mflan, Naples, Berg- 
amo and Bologna, despite the 
increase of security at games fol- 
lowing the murder of a Milan 
fen in 1995. 


Elleray adds 
weight to 
safety issue 

The referee David Elleray has 
revealed he raised serious con- 
cerns over the safety of match 
officials with the Football As- 
sociation last season -almost a 
year before Saturday’s violent 
attack on a linesman, Edward 
Martin, at Portsmouth. 

EUeray, the spokesman for 
Premiership referees, has now 
stepped up his call for action to 
prevent a more serious attack, 
similar to the on-court stabbing 
of the tennis player Monica Se- 
les by a spectator at a tourna- 
ment in Germany a few years 
ago, taking place. 

Martin, 38. now recovering 
at home from head injuries sus- 
tained in the attack which hap- 
pened when a fan ran onto the 

pitch after he had helped to send 
off the Sheffield United goal- 
keeper Simon Tracey, believes 
it was a “one-off incident” and 
has appealed for the authorities 
not to over-react. 

And Portsmouth, who have 
borne the brunt of the criticism 
for Hggjgnaring the First Divi- 
sion game a low-risk, “police- 
free” match, meaning there 
were only three police officers 
inside the ground, have insist- 
ed that they bad done all they 
could to prevent the incident. 

They were backed by Hamp- 
shire Police, who said the only 
way of ensuring that a deter- 
mined spectator did not run 
onto the pitch was to reintro- 
duce fences or to station hun- 
dreds of officers and stewards 
around the touchline. 

Yet, as the FA awaited the 
referee's report before launch- 
ing an inquiiy into the incident, 
Elleray maintained: “There 
have been growing concerns at 
the highest level about the safe- 
ty of match officials and this in- 
cident just highlights the feet that 
this concern was nor misplaced.” 

Elleray said be voiced those 
worries to the FA after two in- 
cidents last season - when he 
had to stop a fan running to- 
wards Emerson during Mid- 
dlesbrough’s Coca-Cola Cup 
semi-final match at Stockport 
County and when another sup- 
porter allegedly tried. to as- 
sault the referee Haul Damson 
atEvertpn. 
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RUGBY LEAGUE 


Royal Dorset stumps up the cash to stay in America’s Cup Holders handed trip to Featherstone in Challenge Cup 


’§Even the optimists were sur- 
' . prised when 16 challenge syn- 
dicates pitched up with the 
$250,000 (£156,000) bond need- 
ed to stay in the 2000 America's 
Cup-game at the weekend. 

“Wb always knew we could 
count on nine to 12 challengers, 
hut this is amazing,” Dyer 
Jones, the president of the 
America’s Cup Challengers' 
Association, said. 

Britain’s Royal Dorset 
Yacht Club is one of those 


that continues to make 
progress towards a knock-out 
series in October 1999 and 
spanning the celebrations for 
2000. However, all 16 are un- 
likely to make it to the start line 
and those that do not will for- 
feit their bonds. 

Of the 18 syndicates who 
originally put up the $100,000 
(£6254)00) for the first bond, 
only one - from Switzerland - 
has dropped out, while two 
French syndicates have merged. 


The most intriguing of those 
that remain is Russia's St Pe- 
tersburg Yacht Club, while Chi- 
na will be represented through 
Hong Kong’s Aberdeen Boat 
Club. 

Six of the 16 are from or af- 
filiated to the United States, in- 
cluding Dyer’s own club, and 
Challenger of Record, the New 
York Yacht Gub, Paul Cayard’s 
St Francis Yacht Gub and Den- 
nis Conner’s Cortez Racing 
Association in San Diego. 


• Roy HeineT’s Brunei Suner- 
gy went looking for wind to the 
east yesterday, splitting away 
from the Whitbread Qeet as it 
worked its way south down the 
coast of New Zealand. 

WHITBREAD ROUM) THE WORLD RACE 
icK4*t Btstn AuMand, HZ Co Sao 


Sag 


1 Chess* Racing (US) 0 
Smitti 5372S rr*» to Irish; 2 Swedeh Match 
(Sue) G Xrantz 34 nUBS MM; 3 

antaito +35; « Mb* Cui (Mona- 
co) G Dalton +41; 5 Imowabon Itoemer 


co) G Dalton +41; S Imovafon memer 
(No) K Rusted +58; 6~ 3= Language (Sum) 
P Cayard and EF Equation (Swej C Gu*- 
kxj +6* 7 S* Cut (GB) L Smith +7D; 8 
Brunei Sunergy (Hem) R HeJnar 254 

- Stuart Alexander, Auckland 


The big guns were kept apart in 
the draw for the fourth round 
of the Silk Cut Challenge Cup 
last night, with St Helens, Brad- 
ford and Wigan all drawn away 
to lower division opposition. 

Saints, the holders, go to 
Featherstone; Bradford, the 
beaten finalists for the last two 
years, are at Rochdale; and 
Wigan, who won the Cup eight 
years running until 1995, are at 
Keighley. 

The four amateur sides left in 


were all drawn at home. EUen- 
bo rough, who beat Brantley in 
the last round, await a visit from 
Hunslet, while Featherstone Li- 
ons. victorious at Doncaster, are 
at home to Hull KR. Egremont 
meet their professional Cum- 
brian neighbours, Workington 
Town, and the Halifax-based 
amateurs, Ovenden, host Salford 
from the Super League. 

There are just two all-Super 
League Yorkshire derbies, with 
Leeds at home to Castlefbrd 


and Halifax meeting Hudders- 
field. 

“U could have been worse ” 
said the new Leeds coach, Gra- 
ham Murray. “Being at home is 
a slight advantage, but it is a ma- 
jor test for both dubs.” 

Anthony Sullivan, who 
played on the wing for St Helens 
infest year’s Wembley triumph, 
described the tie at Featherstone 
as “a tricky ona The crowd there 
is right on top of you and they 
will make it very tough for ns." 


The Leeds-Castleford match 
win be the BBC’s televised tie 
on Saturday with Featherstone 
likely to be the venue for the 
first ever live televised match on 
a Sunday. 

SILK CUT CHALLENGE CUP Fourth 
round efraor v 

towvWldnas; Lancashire Lynx v 
Haifax v HuddwsiiBkl; Leeds w CastMad; 
Baflay w London; Leigh v Sheffield; VMce- 
fieJd vtAferrington; Featherstone Lions v Hul 
K R; Benbcrough » hhxnlat; Rochdale v 
Bradford; Swhton w Itarig Overmen v Sal- 
lord; WhOBhamn v Hi*; KajgNay v Wigan; 
ReatharatonevStHefans. (lias to befooled 


Featherstone v St Helens. 
14-15 February). 


- Dove Hadfteld 
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Hoddle looks to Owen to lead the new 


Dublin given chance to 
do a Hurst for England 


With tiie World Cup just 
over four months away 
Glenn Hoddle has made 
a striking experiment for 
England’s friendly against 
Chile next week. Shades 
of 1966, perhaps? 

Phil Show reports. 


Form is temporary, they say, tat 
class is permanent. Michael 
Owen and Dion Dublin, strik- 
ers from the opposite end of the 
age spectrum, have satisfied 
Glenn Hoddle on the first cri- 
terion, Non' they must prove that 
a hot streak in the Premiership 
can translate into a place in Eng- 
land’s World Cup plans. 

The diminutive Owen, who 
did not turn 18 until mid-De- 
cember, and the towering 
Dublin, who reaches 29 in April 
were the Only uncapped players 
named yesterday by Hoddle in 
a 24-man squad to face Chile in 
a friendly at Wembley a week 
tomorrow. 

Their inclusion in the senior 
party, rather than for the B in- 
ternational the previous nigh t, 
did not, however, represent the 
only surprise. Robbie Fowler, 
Owen’s attacking partner at Liv- 
erpool has not been selected for 
either fixture, despite starting 
England's last game, the 2-0 win 
over Cameroon in November. 

At 22, Fowler has time on be- 
side, although the discarded 
Gary Pallister. Stuart Pearce and 
Matthew Le Tissier may have' ,: 
collected their last caps. 

Alan Shearer is back in Hod- 
die's squad after starting just two 
competitive matches this season, 
yet it is the coach's boldness in 
picking Owen and Dublin that 
is more likely to light up the box- 
office switchboard. 

Owen, who did not make his 
Liverpool debnt until last May, 
would become the youngest 
England player this century 
were he to appear against Chile. 
The current record holder, 
Duncan Edwards, was 18 years 
and 183 days old when he faced 
Scotland in 1955. 

Hoddle was excited by the 
teenager's pacy contribution to 
Liverpool's draw with Black- 
bum on Saturday. The previous 
weekend he had watched Dublin 
play a major part in Coventry’s 
FA Cup defeat of Derby. “Tve 
got six games [between now 
and the finals] to look at people." 
he said “With the form Owen 
and Dublin are in, it’s a good 


time to see if they can handle in- 
ternational football" 

Contrary to the impression 
Hoddle gave in December, 
when he made a baffling and 
unsubstantiated aside about 
about Owen’s “off-the-pitch 
situation”, he now believed he 
had “the right temperament”. 
He added: M I want to have a 
look at him and see the differ- 
ences between him and Robbie 
Fowler. But what Michael’s do- 
ing week in, week out for his 
club suggests he could get into 
the final 22.” 

Although Owen’s career to- 
tal of first-team goals, 14, is one 
less than Dublin's tally this sea- 
son, the Coventry centre-for- 
ward’s elevation comes into 
the category of a shock rather 
than a surprise. Released by 
Norwich without playing a 
League game, he made his rep- 
utation in John Beck's long-ball 
team at Cambridge United. 

After a £Im move to Man- 
chester United, be netted on his 
debut only to break a leg in his 
third match. He has been a reg- 
ular scorer for Coventry, though 
Hoddle revealed that it was in 
his role as a stopgap centre-back 
that be first came to England’s 
attention. 

“He was very close to getting 
in last year as a defender. This 
season I’ve had fantastic reports 
of his forward play and his dis- 
play against Deity was the best 
- I’ve seen all season by a target 
rpan.” 

£ While it may seem rather 
vriose to the World Cup to be ex- 
perimenting, there is a striking 
precedent. Thirty-two years ago 
this month, five months before 
England’s opening match in 
the finals, Alf Ramsey first 
took a chance on Geoff Hurst. 
The rest is history. 

The remainder of Hoddle's 
senior squad is much as ex- 
pected, although Steve McMa- 
namaa substituted on Saturday 
with a hamstring strain, and 
Martin Keown, who was absent 
with a shoulder injury, may 
have to drop out. 

Andy Cole is an obvious can- 
didate to be one of the starting 
strikers, especially after Hoddle 
admitted that if Shearer played 
at all it would be as a substitute. 

Les Ferdinand may consid- 
er himself a trifle fortunate to 
be involved, considering that he 
has also suffered from the “in- 
different form” the coach de- 
tected in Fowler. Thought was 
given to playing the latter in the 
B match but Hoddle said: 



“Robbie has nothing to prove 
to me.” 

The squad for the B game, 
to be played at West Bromwich, 
is a hotch-potch of players with 
an outside chance of malting it 
to France, those who have pro- 
gressed beyond Under-21 lev- 
el and (are developers. 

The 19-raan selection was 


also as notable for who was over- 
looked as for who was included 
- no Tim Sherwood, no Stan 
Coltymore -but Hoddle will be 
particularly keen to see how Rio 
Ferdinand shapes in his likely 
role as constructive sweeper. 

The West Ham defender, a 
relative veteran ai 19, also played 
against Cameroon. The coach 


bracketed him with Owen when 
he said: “They could become 
good international players in five 
years. My dDemma is whether 
they can do it in five months.” 
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ACROSS 

1 Reportedly cultivated a 
part that’s abo mina ble (8) 

5 Take in sailor’s symbol of 

28 26 across shortly had up, 

10 One with a pa s s ing con- being in nervous state (6-2) 
cem? (7,8) 


26 Gold frankincense or 
myrrh? (8,7) 

27 It determines direction for 
arable farmer? (6) 


11 Leader’s piece? (7) 

12 It shows you’re more than 
just willing? (7) 

13 wfld boars actual tree- 
dwelling [8) 

15 Increase in salary's riefat for 
one on the way up (5) 

18 Small night bird's cry of 
pain's a hindrance (5) 

20 Not unknown longings for 


23 


e Bantu go for old- 


fashioned diplomacy? (7) 

JOty 


25 OneUgei what’s due o 
if something’s left (7) 


DOWN 

1 Ridiculous talk by a wife 
receives a crude laugh (6) 

2 Fiat could be showing arti- 
ficial construction (9) 

3 The wind is put up an Ital- 
ian? (7) 

4 US state General in fight 

(5) 

6 Frothy beer given, to the 
German livestock producer 

7 Choose to take on one con- 
servative measure (5) 

8 Crime apparent in two US 
towns by railway (8) 


9 Nothing could be so futile 
as an argument (8) 

14 Choose right integrated cir- 
cuit currently operated (8) 

16 Show sorrow and walk 
heavily, that's what good 
musician can do (5-4) 

17 Badly wants to get warm 
but would have tittle 
chance with this (4,4J 

19 ftiir, looking pig up m 
book (7) 

21 Entrance of ringers to per- 
form (7) 

22 Stop talking to prepare for 
carjouruey? (4J2) ' 

24 Nosey girl supporting name 
being put on artide(5) 

25 A foiling away in Latin part 
of church (5) 


Guscott back as Woodward 
makes some tough decisions 


Engl and may have played 
out of their skins against 
New Zealand last 
December, but Clive 
Woodward wants more. 
The national coach has 
made three changes, only 
one of them enforced, 
for his opening gambit in 
the Five Nations against 
the French in Paris on 
Saturday. 

Orris Hewett reports on 
a brutal selection. 
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Never believe a coach when he 
sets about debunking a legend 
in advance of a big game. This 
time lari week, Clive Woodward 
was telling anyone who would 
listen that Jeremy Guscott, one 
of the sublime midfield talents 
of his generation, was not quite 
ready to reclaim possession of 
his England shirt after seven 
long months on the treatment 
table. “No one gets into a side 
of mine on reputation.” Wood- 
ward pronounced. “He’ll need 
a huge game for Bath in the 
Heineken Cup final to stand a 
chance.” Guscott did not have 
a bad Cup final by any means 

- in fact, it- was pretty out- 
standing given that he had 
played onty one match since July 

- but to describe his display as 
“huge” would be to stretch the 
definition of the word well be- 
yond breaking point. Never- 
theless, Woodward yesterday 
named him in his starting line- 
up for Paris, one of Guscott’s 
favourite rugby cities. 


All of which gives the 
Tricolors two things to panic 
about They have seen quite 
enough of Guscott down the 
years to fear his predatory in- 
stincts but if anything, they are 
even more concerned about 
the state of the pitch at the 
brand spanking new Stade de 
France in the north of the city. 
The surface is frost-bound and, 
given the absence of undersoil 
heating, there is an outside 
chance of an embarrassing post- 
ponement 

Guscott’s recall relegates 
Phil de Glanvitle, his Bath col- 
league, to the replacements' 
bench - something of an irony, 
given that Jack Rowell’s deci- 
sion to award De Glanville the 
England captaincy last season 
resulted in similar frustration for 
Guscott. The other back division 
change sees the temporary 
demise of Matt Feny after four 
consecutive Tests at full-back. 

If Perry was to be deprived 
of all his bad luck, he would 
have no luck at all. The Bath 
youngster took a stinging slap 
in the face for the second week 
running yesterday when Wood- 
ward informed him that, like De 
Glanville, he had conceded his 
shirt to a dub-mate. Not any old 
dub-mate, either, but his dose 
friend Mike Catt, whose lam- 
entable goal-kicking against 
Richmond 10 days ago effec- 
tively cost Perry his place in 
Bath’s Heineken Cup-w inning 
side. 

It has not been the greatest 
few days for the 21-year-old and 
when he reaches England’s 
palatial Versailles Hotel to- 
morrow evening, it will be no 


particular surprise if he finds his 
room double-booked. 

“I didn’t expect Matt to 
jump op and down with joy and 
be was naturally very disap- 
pointed to be among the re- 
placements. but he took the 
news well and he’ll be all the big- 
ger for it," Woodward said. 

“To be honest, it’s the first 
time I'd been involved in a re- 
alty difficult England selection 
meeting, lb change the ride af- 
ter the New Zealand game was 
a tough decision but we're play- 
ing away in unusual circum- 
stances and I think Jerry and 
Mike bring that extra little bit 
of experience to the side. Jerry 
is a genuine outside centre and 
he's looking fresh. 1 rate Mike 
as a massive talent, a world-class 
attacking player and I’d have 
been happy to see him in any 
one of three or four positions. 

“The real debate surround- 
ed the inside centre position, 
where Phil and W3J Greenwood 
were in for one place. I’m hap- 
py with the side we’ve come up 

with.” 

England will confront the 
powerful French pack with one 
enforced change at hooker, 
where Mark Regan comes in 
for the injured Richard Cock- 
erill. Dorian West, who under- 
studies Cockerill at Leicester, 
steps up to the bench along with 
Tun Rodber, the Northampton 
captain and last summer’s 
Lions No 8. 
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progress of 


He 1s young, gifted and 
back in Glenn Hoddkfo - 
good books; Michael' "• 
Owen could become. 
England's youngest 
player this century next 
week, surpassing even . 
the great Duncan 
Edwards. Guy Hodgson 
reports on LiverppoPs 
striking prodigy. 


er. He’s lifc Atar Shearer 
many ways. He’s focused $1 
Shearer, he works hard and| 
strong mentally/ 

It was always the case. Unsl' 
most gifted young footbaBe^ 
who can flower as a schoogs| 

then wilt away m a season, that 

have hardty been, any - 1 
about Owen. Bom in 
.and the son of a striker; Tty^s. 
who played neatly . 300 Lag* 


Michael Owen, who at 18 could become the youngest .England 
international this century, scores another goal for Liverpool 
(above) just nine years after receiving an award from Gary Speed 
for his exploits in the Deeside Area Primary School Under-li team 


lUvwpooQ. Owen ( 

LEtfJ COI* (Manual Li 
Shearer (NewesoOoi Dtfcfin (Ccnartry) 
ENGLANDB SQUAD (vCMa. 10 MiwyN 
West Brora): HJstop (Newcastle). Pi mmi 
<StetWK9: (Nmcasflal. H Fenflnmrf 


(West Hantj. Miirao^ag ^P|(w ( ^B »^). 


Kenny Dalglish had a better ac- 
quaintance with improbable 
grtak than m o s t and he thought 
he had noticed a flaw ip the one 
that Michael Owen got against 
Newcastle United two weeks 
ago. “Bobbled, didn’t it?” he 
said with a smile, only to have 
it wiped off his face with as- 
tonishment when he heard the 
shot had been true. 

“He had no right to score 
goals like that,” besaid matooe 
approaching awe. “ShakaHislop 
is 6ft plus and almost on hfr 
line " His voice, never boom- 

ing , tailed off into sflenbem ad- 
miration of tbeaudacay ofyomh. 

Pbotogr^^indnSngaocin 
Liverpool's programme on Sat- 
urday, lend amben&aty to tiie nor 
tion the goal owed nothing to 
Iudc.Thestudyisofanl8tyear- 
old free bereft of the nagging anx- 
ieties that amenity run across the 
features of his striking partner 
Robbie Fowler. He is locked in 
concentration as he calmly beat 
the Newcastle goalkeeper with a 
volley from a narrow angle. 

Bad players do not score 
goals like that and such is the 
lightning progress of the prodi- 
gy there would have been more 
surprise if Gkam Hoddle had left 
him out of yesterday's England 
squad to face Chile next 
Wednesday than when he was in- 
ducted. The feet that Fbwier tad 
to step down to make way for 
Owen merety underlines bow the 
pecking order has changed at 
Liverpool in six short months. 

In 32 first-team games he has 
scored 13 times, batthat-stetistic 
does not do him justice because 
so many Liverpool goals stem 
from Owen’s ability to beat 
players. There is no obvious 
trick, no Ryan Giggs-like bhzr 
of the feet just a precocious 
awareness of the possibilities 
around him. In a flash he turns 
and uses extraordinary balance 
and speed to get away. 

“You can’t talk about po- 
tential with Michael any more,” 
Roy Evans, his manager, said. 



dubs including Evertonaad 
Chester, he was noticed tffc. 
breaking Ian Rush’s record ctfTj \ 
goals for Deeside Schools. 

Graeme Souness, broogfo 
. him to the club and wfthfr) 
months of signing apprentice 
forms he was scaring a hat-tnei 
against the holders Manchesttid 
United in the Youth Oip. He.ga 
another goal in the final agassr 
West Ham as Liverpool won S* 
competition for the first time. 

The goals have continued to 
flow at every level - including 
his Liverpool and England 
XJnder-21 debrzts - and, batfix 
a 


playingfor England Undcr-1& 
at Rotherham last year and a 
surprising questioning of fcjg 
character by Hoddtfe rwp 
months ago, his progress has 
been neaity flawless. • _ ~ 

. Hoddle’s criticism - "There 
are certain things he.nee&to 
stamp out of his game rod oat of 

J- i--*- ' n 


-was greeted with astomsfamait 
at AnfiekL Quiet and stadias, 

a Spice Boy he is not, even if hs 
boyish good looks mean, he b 
overtalringFbtCTABtkeasapiit 
up for the teen generation. 

"We have noproblem what- 
_ soever with Mc&ael .Owen,” 
Evans saidinie^ms&^He's a 
model professional ibra young 
lad,^ who has atfcvel heaud on his 
shoulders and doea-Jhe rigjti 
things for himself and the foot- 
ball club. We say to inm every 
week that you learn- this game 
all the time and you can £jgi 
improving. 

Subsequent -conversations 
irith Evans have convinced Hot 
die erf the error of his phrase and 
his call-up to the England squad 
is an acknowledgement of that 
Now, at 18 years 59 days there 
is die prospect of his becoming 
the youngest player this cento 
iy to make hKdebm for England, 
surpassing Duncan Edwards six 
days after the 40th anniversary 
of the Munich air crash that ul- 
timately cost tiie young Man- 
chester United player his life. - 
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To ffod out the facts about network 
computing you need to see It in action. 


You can examine and. use the latest 
technology at ouf Enterprise Computing 
Centre. Our consultants will explain 
why, and how, network computing can 
benefit you. 


CaSus on 0800 22 88 88 or visit us at 
wwwjnorsecojjk 
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